
22nd season ended July 20 at Disney Hall with another “best-ever” Finale

WE DID IT because of YOU, our audiences and supporters!
In his Letter to the Audience, Maestro Schmieder writes, “iPalpiti - the HEARTBEATS - is a spiritual 
child of my belief in music as a reflection of the psyche and soul, as a manifestation of the divine. 
Genuine music comes from within; it comes from  the heart.”  26 inspired iPalpiti musicians from 20 
countries were united in their quest of bringing beauty into YOUR life through celestial  sound, vital 
rhythm, and emotional  energy, and, here is the reaction from the audiences:

Still under the spell of last  night! Pure magic. Elegy was out of this world experience. Spellbound! 
Beethoven - absolutely remarkable. Vivaldi – refined fun. Congratulations! No  borders for our 
admiration and love. You are unique gifts in our lives. ~ Yana & Roman

Words fail to say how much we enjoyed that excellent concert!  Everything about the evening was 
just perfect. The music was a real revelation—composers and pieces you thought you knew in a 
completely fresh and unexpected light. The joy and camaraderie of the musicians was truly infectious.   
~ Donald G. M. (Pres., Downey Symphonic Society)

It was a magical night. The program was marvelous - each piece was a delight. Our only complaint 
was that the time went so fast! Please congratulate from us Maestro Schmieder for the painstaking 
research he did for the Beethoven etc.  And that is before one considers the exquisite playing of 
the orchestra members, with their usual precision and musicality. We love them all. I think this was 
the finest of all the iPalpiti finales that we have attended. ~ Irene W.

What an incredible concert!  The program was indeed really special. It moved me deeply!  The 
orchestra and Maestro always find a way to be even better every year that passes. Please thank him 
again for his gift to us all. I hope you get to relax now and enjoy the fruit of a great work. You are 
amazing by making all that happen so beautifully! ~ Theresa Verboon

iPalpiti Artists International is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. EIN 95-4618040
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FALL 2019

IN BETWEEN...
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019, 2:00PM*
Annual HOLIDAY APPRECIATION PARTY
Once a year, NO AGENDA  
for Board members, Benefactors, Volunteers
Home of Eduard & Laura Schmieder | Hollywood Hills

JANUARY – FEBRUARY, 2020*
SCREENING of the iPalpiti Concert from Walt Disney 
Concert Hall, recorded LIVE on July 20, 2019
Invitations will be sent to Patrons and Benefactors

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2020, 7:00PM*
iPalpiti Musicales in New York 
Presented at the home of Susan and Charles Avery Fisher since 2007
TRIO ZADIG / France

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2020, 7:00PM* 
Violinist PAVEL ŜPORCL / Czech Republic 
Private Estate/Hollywood Hills

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, JULY 25, 2020
Festival Grand Finale at Walt Disney Concert Hall

*All private events are by invitation only. 
Inquire at info@iPalpiti.org or call 310.205.0511
Visit www.iPalpiti.org for Invitations/RSVP/Host locations

iPalpiti violinist 2004-2005,  Karina 
is a Chief Conductor of the 
Netherlands Radio Philharmonic 
Orchestra and Principal Guest 
Conductor of Rundfunk 
Sinfonieorchester Berlin. She 
returns to conduct Los Angeles 
Philharmonic at Disney Hall.

…& more as announced

THURSDAY–SATURDAY,  
APRIL 16, 17 & 18, 8:00PM
Conductor: KARINA CANELLAKIS /USA

SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 2020, 7:00PM*
Cellist KIAN SOLTANI / Austria
Kian (iPalpiti 2009-2012) will be 
the soloist  with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic at Walt Disney Concert 
Hall, performing Schumann’s Cello 
Concerto on During the week, Kian 
will be among featured guests at  the 
Piatigorsky Cello Festival at USC.

iPalpiti Artists International has been included 
in Wiki.ezvid.com published video “Purposeful 
Organizations Sowing Music Across California,” 
exposing iPalpiti work to millions of their monthly 
visitors. | Founded in 2011, Ezvid Wiki was the 
world’s first video wiki, and is now among the top 
3,000 websites in the United States. Their YouTube 
channel has over 500,000 subscribers, with nearly 
300 million views since founding.

HONORARY PRESIDENTS
Ida Haendel, CBE
Eduard Schmieder

Lord Yehudi Menuhin,
Founding Member, In Memoriam

ARTISTIC ADVISORS
Vladimir Ashkenazy
Julius Berger
Yefim Bronfman
Martin Chalifour
Lynn Harrell
Gary Karr
Gidon Kremer
Cho-Liang Lin
Wynton Marsalis
Igor Oistrakh
Menachem Pressler
Vadim Repin
Ruggiero Ricci†
Angel Romero

DIRECTOR
Laura Schmieder

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jonathan Steinberg, Chairman
Ada Sands, Vice Chair
Mary Levin Cutler, 

Founding Chairman
Hernando Courtright, 

Vice Chair East Coast
Theodore Bikel†

ADVISORY BOARD
Thomas Backer, Ph.D
Dr. Jim Eninger
Nathan Frankel
Monte M. Lemann II, Esq.
Harold Schloss,
The Schloss Group of Merrill Lynch
Wanda Presburger, 

Community Liaison
Anna Volkoff, CPA
Hon. Zev Yaroslavsky
Jim Gilliam, Arts Administrator,

City of Encinitas

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL
DIRECTORS, INT’L COMPETITIONS
Kaija Saariketu, Finland
Count Yvan de Launoit, Belgium
Agnes Maria Schilling, Germany
Mihai Constantinescu, Romania

†deceased

1900 Avenue of the Stars
Suite 1880
Los Angeles, CA 90067
Tel: 310.205.0511
Fax: 323.969.8742
Email: info@iPalpiti.org
www.iPalpiti.org

FESTIVAL 
SPONSORS

iPalpiti Artists International, Inc. 
1900 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 1880
Los Angeles, CA 90067

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Los Angeles, CA
Permit No. 5538ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

FESTIVAL
JULY 13-26
2O2O

23RD ANNUAL

continued... iPalpiti Transforms the Kreutzer Sonata at Disney Hall

iPalpiti Transforms the Kreutzer Sonata at Disney Hall

The Festival of International Laureates rolled around to 
its annual grand finale July 20 in Walt Disney Con-

cert Hall. As always, the concert featured iPalpiti — the 
festival’s flagship ensemble of 26 expert young string 
players from around the globe — and led by the group’s 
perennial maestro and co-founder, Eduard Schmieder.  
One thing that hasn’t changed in the 22 seasons of this 
festival’s existence is Schmieder’s willingness to ignore 
fashion and so-called authenticity by programming out-
of-the-way, audience friendly repertoire and transcrip-
tions of chamber pieces.      ...Continue reading INSIDE 

by Richard Ginell
Read full reviews at iPalpiti.org

Trio Zadig and iPalpiti orchestra, premiering Dreznin-Brahms “Fantasia Hungariana”

He remains firmly on message, presenting another spirited riposte to the period-performance-practice crowd in his “Let-
ter to the Audience” in the program book. This served as a no-apologia preface to what iPalpiti calls the “U.S. premiere” of a 
Beethoven string symphony, after the Kreutzer Violin Sonata in C Minor.  …Other hands have long been inflating Beethoven 
chamber works for string ensembles — Mahler’s transcription of the Op. 95 Quartet (which iPalpiti has often played), Leonard 
Bernstein’s go at the Op. 131 and Op. 135 Quartets, to name but a few. Even Toscanini, no doctrinaire purist he, tried his hand at 
Op. 135 and the Septet. These treatments remain controversial, yet I’ve always been partial to them; they add heft and sensuality 
to scores that are usually sturdy enough to take on the extra weight and I don’t mind the loss of intimacy. I would say the same 
for this Kreutzer arrangement, which is most convincing in the Finale. The “Kreutzer” was played with zest and fire by iPal-
piti, with unified execution in rapid passages originally written for the solo violin that sound difficult to hold together, and 
equally cohesive delicacy in the quiet variations of the second movement.
After the ensemble offered a fast, invigorating rendition of Vivaldi’s Concerto Grosso for Four Violins in B Minor, RV 580, 
there were two world-premiere commissions.  First, the Azerbaijani composer Franghiz Ali-Zadeh — the festival’s composer-in-
residence this summer — came up with an attractive movement of insistent percussion and exotic tunes drenched with local color 
from the old country, under the title Harmony. The second was Fantasia Hungariana, in which Moscow-born composer/pianist 
Sergei Dreznin integrated three Brahms Hungarian Dances into a de-facto triple concerto showcase for the festival’s charismatic 
ensemble-in-residence, Trio Zadig (Boris Borgolotto, violin; Marc Girard-Garcia, cello; Ian Barber, piano). The piece is a rich,  
rhapsodic blend of strings and piano trio with outbreaks of a Roma flair…and a few distinctly 20th-century harmonies that crept 
up to the borderline of jazz. 
Tchaikovsky’s Elegie served as an elegant, wonderfully hushed benediction to the whole evening.

iPalpiti Soloists Play Rare Chamber Music at UCLA by Richard Ginell

...at noontime concert at UCLA July 16 in the historic Rotunda 
of the Powell Library directly across from Royce Hall, a group 
of expert iPalpiti string players carried out one of the  
organization’s most admirable missions — resurrecting little-
known, audience-friendly music that other groups don’t 
bother looking for. For example: Did you know that Rimsky-
Korsakov wrote a string sextet? Neither did I until this concert 
— and the piece is a gem that has been obscured by Rimsky-
Korsakov’s reputation as a brilliant orchestrator and opera 
composer. …A polyglot sextet …seemed to relish every bar, 
revving up the scherzos with a rumbling energy and abandon, 
digging deeply into the Slavic Romantic soul in the lone slow 
movement.
Prior to the Rimsky-Korsakov sextet, Nebyu and Podłucka un-
earthed another winner, Bohuslav Martinu’s Three Madrigals

iPalpiti Soloists: L-R: Semyon Promoe and Samuel Nebyu, violins;  
Midori Maruyama and Agnieszka Podlucka, violas;  
Sevak Avanesyan and Egor Antonenko, cellos | Credit: Bill Dean

Trio Zadig performs Ravel’s Piano Trio at Encinitas Library | Credit: Bill Dean

...Continue reading INSIDE

iPalpiti selected by Wiki

for Violin and Viola, really a duo sonata consisting of two frisky attractive fast movements surrounding a fluttering Andante central 
movement. As in the sextet, these players performed with sharp, rhythmic attacks that were definitely needed under these
acoustical conditions. The music seemed like a beautiful painting 
that had been left out in the rain for a short time, enough to produce 
runny colors but not enough to destroy the essence of the piece. 
While Rimsky-Korsakov and Martinu are at least known quantities — 
the third composer on the program would draw a blank from all but 
the most dedicated string players and specialists in German music. 
Violinists Nebyu, Azer Damirov, and Lorenzo Mazzamuto offered up 
a pair of Capriccios for three violins by one Friedrich Hermann — a 
German composer/violinist/editor/teacher who lived from 1828 to 
1907 — full of tuneful trillings and twirlings with a Mendelssohnian 
lightness and energy.  Right here when he was teaching at UCLA, 
Arnold Schoenberg said that there is plenty of good music yet to be 
written in C major. But might we turn the phrase around to say that 
there is plenty of good music that HAS been written in C major — or 
in these cases, G major and D minor or whatever — that we don’t 
know about.

Festival Photo Credits: Dana Ross Photography
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WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS, DEDICATED AND NEW.
iPalpiti performances and programs have won unanimous praise around the world. Help iPalpiti to continue our 
commitment to talented young classical professional musicians, and to our community. PLEASE DONATE NOW.

THANK YOU TO THE
CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
FOR ITS CONTINUING SUPPORT

WANT TO BE A BOARD MEMBER ?  CALL: 310.205.0511 or EMAIL INFO@iPALPITI.ORG

MAESTRO CIRCLE $25,000+
Joyce & Aubrey Chernick 
Ernst Lieblich Foundation
Lloyd Rigler Lawrence E. 
Deutsch Foundation/
 James Rigler, President

LAUREATE CIRCLE $5,000+
Anonymous Foundation (2)
City of Encinitas
County of Los Angeles Arts  
 Commission
Mary Levin Cutler
Thomas Dengler
Anita Lorber
Celeste van Myers 
E. Nakamichi Foundation
Ada Sands
Laura & Eduard Schmieder
Hon. Judge Harold Shabo
Jonathan Steinberg 
 & Dr. Buf C. Meyer
David Wiener
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Victor & Sherry Bardack
Robert & Deborah Barnes
Leslie Berger & Paul Williams
Beverly Hills Rotary  
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IN KIND
Hon. Nasimi Aghayev/
 Consul General of Azerbaijan
City of Beverly Hills 
City of Encinitas
Thomas Backer, Ph.D
Leslie Berger  
          & Paul Williams / Hosts
Jaime Castellanos/
                Conroy’s North Hollywood
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Lynne Hayashi/support
Kawai America Corporation
Helena &  
       Stanley Kolodziey / Hosts
KMNB Media Group/
 Eugene Levin
Lyric Culture/Hanna Solomon
Rolling Hills United Methodist Church
Dana Ross Photography

Performing Arts LIVE/
              Mike Napoli
Sands & Associates LLC
Harold Schloss/IT support
Flo Selfman, PR/Media
Yana & Roman Shukman/
          events support
TOPA Management
Thereza Verboon/ Host
Anna Volkoff, CPA

VOLUNTEERS 
Jeri Abernathy
John Conconnon
Linda Bame
Alla Feldman/WHCHC Residents
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Dana Ross/Photography
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August 1, 2018 – October 31, 2019

Every effort has been made to ensure
the accuracy of this list. Any omissions
are sincerely regretted.

AGNIESZKA PODŁUCKA, 
violist/Poland
In August, Agnieszka accepted 
principal viola position in 
the National Polish Radio 
Symphony Orchestra and 
joined the faculty of the viola 
class at the Fryderyk Chopin 
University of Music in Warsaw 
, and founded new ensemble: 
string quartet “Splot.”

PLEASE CONSIDER iPALPITI IN YOUR END-OF-THE-YEAR GIVING
DONATE ONLINE: www.ipalpiti.org • DETACH and MAIL the FORM BELOW

When we present young artists in iPalpiti programs, we cover ALL expenses ( international travel, hotel, 
meals, local, transportation, venues) and give awards. We produce memorable annual brochures listing 
every sponsor and each artist’s photo and bio.

• 100% of your contribution goes toward supporting exceptional prize-winning young professional classical 
musicians from around the world, promoting peace and understanding through music.

please detach and mail this portion with your donation
Donations of $50 and above qualify for Partnership Benefits at the levels listed on the Donors Page.

 $3,000 + “Adopt” an Artist (Award, Lodging & Travel)  
 $1,800 provides housing for 1 musician during the festival
 $500 provides 25 tickets for local and disadvantaged students  
 $160 provides lunch for 1 musician during the festival
 $104 provides breakfast for 1 musician during the festival
 $50 provides a string set for 1 musician 
 $_______________ Any amount makes an impact
 $___________ In Honor Of________________________

Name _______________________________________________ Email _____________________________________ 

Tel:(h) _________________________ Tel:(wk) _________________________

Donation Amount $____________________ 
 Check enclosed (Please make checks payable to iPalpiti Artists International )  or  
 Cash  or   Visa   MC   Amex

Card# _____________________________________________________ Exp Date ___________________

Billing Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________ Zip Code ________________

FRANCISCO VILA, iPalpiti 
cellist since 2009. In 
September, Francisco joined 
cello faculty at the Longy 
School of Music of Bard 
College in Boston.  

SEMYON PROMOE, violinist/Russia
After returning from iPalpiti festival, Semyon was appointed a 
concertmaster of the Tomsk Philharmonie Symphony Orchestra 
and was a soloist performing Korngold Violin Concerto.
Semyon now commutes between his native Novosibirsk where 
he still a Soloist of the Novosibirsk Philharmonie and is a violin 
faculty at the music college. iPalpiti member since 2016.

SAMUEL NEBYU, violinist/Hungary
In October, Samuel was a featured soloist with Eurasian 
Symphony, performing  Shor’s Violin Concerto and  
Saent-Saens’ Introduction & Rondo-Capriccioso in 
Astana, Kazakhstan, followed by US  tour including same 
program concerts in New York at Symphony Space and 
Carnegie Hall and Philadelphia.
Another fall project:  Samuel  joined Mutter’s Virtuosi 
on her sixth tour with the exclusive soloist ensemble of 
Anne-Sophie Mutter Foundation, performing through 
South America. Samuel is the 3rd iPalpiti artist chosen by 
the great violinist Anne-Sophie Mutter; prior artists were 
cellist Kian Soltani and bassist Roman Patkolo.

GABRIEL BUSSI, composer, violinist, violist/Uruguay
Gabriel’s Symphonic Suite on his opera “La 
Tribuna”, was premiered by Orquesta Sinfónica de 
Galicia –where Gabriel and his wife Fumika (also 
iPalpiti alumni) both work as violinists - under the 
baton of maestro Joseph Pons, the music director 
of Barcelona’s “Liceo” opera house (watch video 
on YouTube).
Member of iPalpiti 2000-2005, Gabriel made 
few arrangements  for iPalpiti including Bartok 
Chaconne  and Paganini Caprices performed by 
Dame Ida Haendel at the Carmel Festival in 2003. 
Gabriel is also a violist of both the Cuarteto del 
Pino and the Schubert String Quartet in Spain. 

Post-finale reception moments

VIOLONCELLI
Egor Antonenko
Russia
Sevak Avanesyan
Armenia-Belgium
Marc Girard-Garcia
France
Francisco Vila
Ecuador

BASS
Dušan Kostić
Serbia
Justin Smith
USA

PIANO
Ian Barber
France

IN MEMORIAM: Marilyn Stampler
We express our hearfelt  condolences to Jay 
Markoff and family on this unexpected loss; a 
friend and dedicated  patron of iPalpiti since 
its founding in 1998. The photo above is 
from 2005 (from left to right):  
Jay Markoff & Marilyn Stampler, tenor  
Timur Bekbosunov, Ada & Leonard Sands

IN THE NEWS

Art & Culture Community Services 
Department:
Kristin Buhagiar, Brandy  Scott, 
Sabrina Ortolano, Sara Scrimshaw

Hon. John Mirisch
Mayor, City of Beverly Hills

Councilmembers,  
City of Beverly Hills: 
Lester Friedman, Lili Bosse, Julian 
A.Gold M.D., Robert Wunderlich

...continue from Audience Letters
What an exceptional concert, it was great fun to be a part 
of it. We were so inspired by the evening, we donated 
to iPalpiti when we arrived home. It must be a wonderful 
feeling to know how your efforts have reached people, 
with the wonderful musicians and a nearly packed house 
being inspired.  It is annual event we have enjoyed very 
much.~ Larry Z.

The concert was a huge hit, in fact, I heard people saying 
that this was the best concert ever. Today I spoke with the 
other of one of the children from the summer camp. She’s 
Mexican and speaks very little English. She told me that 
the concert was one of the best experiences she’s had 
since coming to the US. So, thank you on behalf of those 
children. ~ Ariane D., ELF

It was such a splendid beautiful event that it is difficult to 
find the right words.  The musicians are so talented and 
passionate and loving what they do that the audience is 
completely engaged.  I am grateful to be one of those 
you share this gift and I thank you for your generosity of 
spirit. ~ Bonnie C.

It was a great performance - as usually! Maestro always 
has surprises in his sleeve. He is a magician.  
~ Victoria, Feliks

Congratulations to all iPalpitians and HEARTFELT 
THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS AND AUDIENCES! 

From dedicated Benefactor

MISS ASIA USA Lauren Dani (long-time follower of iPalpiti), 
composer Franghiz Alisadeh, Maestro Schmieder, Ian Barber 
& Laura Schmieder

Volunteers Svetlana (L) & Alexander Milovanov (R), Alan Chan 
(iPalpiti festival staff), Esther Lebovich & Yana Shukman, and 
composer Sergei Dreznin

I would like to extend my 
deep appreciation for the 
gift of the new CD which 
I enjoyed so much.  The 
talented musicians under 
the direction of Maestro 
Schmieder  have reached a 
new pinnacle to be heard over 
and over.

Your masterful iPalpiti 
program/book is so 
professional and beautiful that 
I am at a loss for words.  The 
artwork is astounding, as are 
the brief biographies of each 
musician.

Congratulations to you and 
Edward on your continued 
success. I am proud to 
contribute that small annual 
gift to such a fabulous musical 
group.

With great admiration and affection,
Celeste Van Myers 
(September  26, 2019)

The Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. 
Deutsch Foundation produces 
video recordings of our annual 
Disney Hall concerts, featured 
on PBS. Watch  
iPalpitimusic  
channel on  
YouTube.
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Otto Musica Corporation
Nancy Scanlan
The Grace Scherrer Fndn.
Yana & Roman Shukman
Tracie Smith
Nancy  Snyder
Scott A. Shuping, Jr.
Joann Walker
Demetra M. Winston
Herb & Annette Wolas 
Georgeann Wyatt 
Mike & Debbie Zeiden 
In honor of Ada Sands &  
            In Memory of Leonard Sands
Trude & Hermann J.W. Zillgens

PARTNERS $100+
Richard Blumenberg
Michael Bortman
 &Lianne Halfon
Brian Byrnes
Bonetta Cacavas
Jim & Lee Cavanaugh
Martin & Nancy Chalifour
Christine Clark
Francine Coyetaux
Samantha De La Cruz
Marsha & Joey Dick
Laura Aimee Garn 
Dr. Marvin & Maxine Gilbert
Diana Gingell
Stephen Goodman
Alexander Goren
John Herzog
Connor Johnson
Debra Joster

Donna Kasseinova
Barry & Lisa Kay
Robert Kuppenheimer
Dr. Eleanor Lavretsky
Esfir Lebovich
Ann Leonard
In honor of Jonathan Steinberg
Linda Levy
Daniel Lowenstein
Beth Maher Family Fndn.
Jay Markoff
Douglas McPherson
Lana Melman
Sunny  Moss 
Mr. & Mrs. Nagin Foundation
Justin Okin
Lambert Orkis
Linda Pastel
Wanda Presburger
Vadim & Anna Rappoport
Ellen Walker Rienstra
Susan L. Robbins  
             & Jonathan L. Koslow 
In honor of Susan & C. Avery Fisher
Myra Rosen
Natalia & Mark Rosenberg
Ray Roulette
Katherine & Howard Sands
William Schneider
Marina Smorodinsky
Gloria Sokolin
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Solomon
Osvaldo Humberto Viveros
Tam Ming Wai
Stephen & Julia Webber

ASSOCIATES $75 AND UNDER
Robert Aronson
Maurice Attie
Savalan Atilla
Zsuzsa Avery
Lauren Chung Dani
Karen Fishman
Kara Fox
Kathleen Fitzgerald 
Anda Galffy
Tunde Garai
Ramona Gifford
Diana & Tom Gingell
Catharine Goldsmith
Majorie & Jay Goldsmith

Serafima Goldberg
Rita Hazin
Lynn Keenan
Sara Kinder
Marian Komori
Elizabeth Masurka
Ray Maxwell
Alan Melgaard
Russel Loring
Andriy Lutsenko
Ann Marie Poclembo
Amanda Pope
Ludmila Preys
Sam Rogers
Dr. Robert Ruder
Sheri Sachs
Shawn Saeedian
Melvyn & Benita Schwarts
Alexander Shoykhet
Bella & Feliks Shoykhet
William & Marian Siegel
James Spears
Zoltan Stroll
Galina Tsoyrev
Edward Tucker
Tereza Verboon
Laura Weber
Sophie Weinroth
Sharon Lynne Yee
Eleanor & Stuart Yuspa

IN KIND
Hon. Nasimi Aghayev/
 Consul General of Azerbaijan
City of Beverly Hills 
City of Encinitas
Thomas Backer, Ph.D
Leslie Berger  
          & Paul Williams / Hosts
Jaime Castellanos/
                Conroy’s North Hollywood
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Lynne Hayashi/support
Kawai America Corporation
Helena &  
       Stanley Kolodziey / Hosts
KMNB Media Group/
 Eugene Levin
Lyric Culture/Hanna Solomon
Rolling Hills United Methodist Church
Dana Ross Photography

Performing Arts LIVE/
              Mike Napoli
Sands & Associates LLC
Harold Schloss/IT support
Flo Selfman, PR/Media
Yana & Roman Shukman/
          events support
TOPA Management
Thereza Verboon/ Host
Anna Volkoff, CPA

VOLUNTEERS 
Jeri Abernathy
John Conconnon
Linda Bame
Alla Feldman/WHCHC Residents
Sima Goldberg
Esther Lebovich
Svetlana & Alexandr Milovanov
Judy Montague
Florence Nakao
Dana Ross/Photography
Eduard Schwan
 
August 1, 2018 – October 31, 2019

Every effort has been made to ensure
the accuracy of this list. Any omissions
are sincerely regretted.

AGNIESZKA PODŁUCKA, 
violist/Poland
In August, Agnieszka accepted 
principal viola position in 
the National Polish Radio 
Symphony Orchestra and 
joined the faculty of the viola 
class at the Fryderyk Chopin 
University of Music in Warsaw 
, and founded new ensemble: 
string quartet “Splot.”

PLEASE CONSIDER iPALPITI IN YOUR END-OF-THE-YEAR GIVING
DONATE ONLINE: www.ipalpiti.org • DETACH and MAIL the FORM BELOW

When we present young artists in iPalpiti programs, we cover ALL expenses ( international travel, hotel, 
meals, local, transportation, venues) and give awards. We produce memorable annual brochures listing 
every sponsor and each artist’s photo and bio.

• 100% of your contribution goes toward supporting exceptional prize-winning young professional classical 
musicians from around the world, promoting peace and understanding through music.

please detach and mail this portion with your donation
Donations of $50 and above qualify for Partnership Benefits at the levels listed on the Donors Page.

 $3,000 + “Adopt” an Artist (Award, Lodging & Travel)  
 $1,800 provides housing for 1 musician during the festival
 $500 provides 25 tickets for local and disadvantaged students  
 $160 provides lunch for 1 musician during the festival
 $104 provides breakfast for 1 musician during the festival
 $50 provides a string set for 1 musician 
 $_______________ Any amount makes an impact
 $___________ In Honor Of________________________

Name _______________________________________________ Email _____________________________________ 

Tel:(h) _________________________ Tel:(wk) _________________________

Donation Amount $____________________ 
 Check enclosed (Please make checks payable to iPalpiti Artists International )  or  
 Cash  or   Visa   MC   Amex

Card# _____________________________________________________ Exp Date ___________________

Billing Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________ Zip Code ________________

FRANCISCO VILA, iPalpiti 
cellist since 2009. In 
September, Francisco joined 
cello faculty at the Longy 
School of Music of Bard 
College in Boston.  

SEMYON PROMOE, violinist/Russia
After returning from iPalpiti festival, Semyon was appointed a 
concertmaster of the Tomsk Philharmonie Symphony Orchestra 
and was a soloist performing Korngold Violin Concerto.
Semyon now commutes between his native Novosibirsk where 
he still a Soloist of the Novosibirsk Philharmonie and is a violin 
faculty at the music college. iPalpiti member since 2016.

SAMUEL NEBYU, violinist/Hungary
In October, Samuel was a featured soloist with Eurasian 
Symphony, performing  Shor’s Violin Concerto and  
Saent-Saens’ Introduction & Rondo-Capriccioso in 
Astana, Kazakhstan, followed by US  tour including same 
program concerts in New York at Symphony Space and 
Carnegie Hall and Philadelphia.
Another fall project:  Samuel  joined Mutter’s Virtuosi 
on her sixth tour with the exclusive soloist ensemble of 
Anne-Sophie Mutter Foundation, performing through 
South America. Samuel is the 3rd iPalpiti artist chosen by 
the great violinist Anne-Sophie Mutter; prior artists were 
cellist Kian Soltani and bassist Roman Patkolo.

GABRIEL BUSSI, composer, violinist, violist/Uruguay
Gabriel’s Symphonic Suite on his opera “La 
Tribuna”, was premiered by Orquesta Sinfónica de 
Galicia –where Gabriel and his wife Fumika (also 
iPalpiti alumni) both work as violinists - under the 
baton of maestro Joseph Pons, the music director 
of Barcelona’s “Liceo” opera house (watch video 
on YouTube).
Member of iPalpiti 2000-2005, Gabriel made 
few arrangements  for iPalpiti including Bartok 
Chaconne  and Paganini Caprices performed by 
Dame Ida Haendel at the Carmel Festival in 2003. 
Gabriel is also a violist of both the Cuarteto del 
Pino and the Schubert String Quartet in Spain. 

Post-finale reception moments

VIOLONCELLI
Egor Antonenko
Russia
Sevak Avanesyan
Armenia-Belgium
Marc Girard-Garcia
France
Francisco Vila
Ecuador

BASS
Dušan Kostić
Serbia
Justin Smith
USA

PIANO
Ian Barber
France

IN MEMORIAM: Marilyn Stampler
We express our hearfelt  condolences to Jay 
Markoff and family on this unexpected loss; a 
friend and dedicated  patron of iPalpiti since 
its founding in 1998. The photo above is 
from 2005 (from left to right):  
Jay Markoff & Marilyn Stampler, tenor  
Timur Bekbosunov, Ada & Leonard Sands

IN THE NEWS

Art & Culture Community Services 
Department:
Kristin Buhagiar, Brandy  Scott, 
Sabrina Ortolano, Sara Scrimshaw

Hon. John Mirisch
Mayor, City of Beverly Hills

Councilmembers,  
City of Beverly Hills: 
Lester Friedman, Lili Bosse, Julian 
A.Gold M.D., Robert Wunderlich

...continue from Audience Letters
What an exceptional concert, it was great fun to be a part 
of it. We were so inspired by the evening, we donated 
to iPalpiti when we arrived home. It must be a wonderful 
feeling to know how your efforts have reached people, 
with the wonderful musicians and a nearly packed house 
being inspired.  It is annual event we have enjoyed very 
much.~ Larry Z.

The concert was a huge hit, in fact, I heard people saying 
that this was the best concert ever. Today I spoke with the 
other of one of the children from the summer camp. She’s 
Mexican and speaks very little English. She told me that 
the concert was one of the best experiences she’s had 
since coming to the US. So, thank you on behalf of those 
children. ~ Ariane D., ELF

It was such a splendid beautiful event that it is difficult to 
find the right words.  The musicians are so talented and 
passionate and loving what they do that the audience is 
completely engaged.  I am grateful to be one of those 
you share this gift and I thank you for your generosity of 
spirit. ~ Bonnie C.

It was a great performance - as usually! Maestro always 
has surprises in his sleeve. He is a magician.  
~ Victoria, Feliks

Congratulations to all iPalpitians and HEARTFELT 
THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS AND AUDIENCES! 

From dedicated Benefactor

MISS ASIA USA Lauren Dani (long-time follower of iPalpiti), 
composer Franghiz Alisadeh, Maestro Schmieder, Ian Barber 
& Laura Schmieder

Volunteers Svetlana (L) & Alexander Milovanov (R), Alan Chan 
(iPalpiti festival staff), Esther Lebovich & Yana Shukman, and 
composer Sergei Dreznin

I would like to extend my 
deep appreciation for the 
gift of the new CD which 
I enjoyed so much.  The 
talented musicians under 
the direction of Maestro 
Schmieder  have reached a 
new pinnacle to be heard over 
and over.

Your masterful iPalpiti 
program/book is so 
professional and beautiful that 
I am at a loss for words.  The 
artwork is astounding, as are 
the brief biographies of each 
musician.

Congratulations to you and 
Edward on your continued 
success. I am proud to 
contribute that small annual 
gift to such a fabulous musical 
group.

With great admiration and affection,
Celeste Van Myers 
(September  26, 2019)

The Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. 
Deutsch Foundation produces 
video recordings of our annual 
Disney Hall concerts, featured 
on PBS. Watch  
iPalpitimusic  
channel on  
YouTube.
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MUSIC DIRECTOR & 
CONDUCTOR 
Eduard Schmieder

VIOLINS
Peter Rainer
Concertmaster
Germany
Takamori Arai
Japan
Boris Borgolotto
France
Conrad Chow
Canada
Azer Damirov
Azerbaijan
Sara Dragan
Poland
Joseph Kauffman
USA
Miclen LaiPang
Malaysia-USA
Lorenzo Mazzamuto
Italy
Samuel Nebyu
Hungary
Semyon Promoe
Russia
Pablo Stredel
Venezuela
Xuan Shirley Yao
China

VIOLAS
Ahmed Mamedow
Turkmenistan
Midori Maruyama
Japan
Agnieszka Podłucka
Poland
Can Sakul
Turkey

FESTIVAL MEMENTOSFESTIVAL
ORCHESTRAL 
ENSEMBLE 2O19

22ND ANNUAL

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS, DEDICATED AND NEW.
iPalpiti performances and programs have won unanimous praise around the world. Help iPalpiti to continue our 
commitment to talented young classical professional musicians, and to our community. PLEASE DONATE NOW.

THANK YOU TO THE
CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
FOR ITS CONTINUING SUPPORT

WANT TO BE A BOARD MEMBER ?  CALL: 310.205.0511 or EMAIL INFO@iPALPITI.ORG

MAESTRO CIRCLE $25,000+
Joyce & Aubrey Chernick 
Ernst Lieblich Foundation
Lloyd Rigler Lawrence E. 
Deutsch Foundation/
 James Rigler, President

LAUREATE CIRCLE $5,000+
Anonymous Foundation (2)
City of Encinitas
County of Los Angeles Arts  
 Commission
Mary Levin Cutler
Thomas Dengler
Anita Lorber
Celeste van Myers 
E. Nakamichi Foundation
Ada Sands
Laura & Eduard Schmieder
Hon. Judge Harold Shabo
Jonathan Steinberg 
 & Dr. Buf C. Meyer
David Wiener

BENEFACTORS $1,000+
Anonymous Foundation
Victor & Sherry Bardack
Robert & Deborah Barnes
Leslie Berger & Paul Williams
Beverly Hills Rotary  
          Community Foundation              
Hon. Nasimi Aghayev 
                          Consulate General of Azerbaijan

Ariane David
Valerie Field
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Dr. Bernard Franklin 
Michael Gendler  
                    & Jessica Teich 
Mikhail & Antonina Gershfeld
Jonathan Kaufelt & Holly Corn
Stanley & Helena Kolodziey
Monte Lemann
 & CC Pulitzer-Lemann
Patricia Nettleship
Patrick & Marie O’Connor
George Pao
Dale Seltzer
Scott A. Shuping 
Anna Volkoff
               & Norman Rachitsky 

Robert R. Stroker/Dean
        Boyer College of Music and Dance

        Vice Provost for the Arts, Temple University

Larry & Susan Zipursky

PATRONS $500+
CAFA / Kimiya Mammadova
Leon & Carol Dragon
Gary Edelstone
Marie & Marc Forsythe
Jack & Lola Gershfeld
Yoon Kahm/Dream Orchestra
Faina G. & Jay Lite
Seymour Lipton
Fred Manaster
Otto Musica Corporation
Nancy Scanlan
The Grace Scherrer Fndn.
Yana & Roman Shukman
Tracie Smith
Nancy  Snyder
Scott A. Shuping, Jr.
Joann Walker
Demetra M. Winston
Herb & Annette Wolas 
Georgeann Wyatt 
Mike & Debbie Zeiden 
In honor of Ada Sands &  
            In Memory of Leonard Sands
Trude & Hermann J.W. Zillgens

PARTNERS $100+
Richard Blumenberg
Michael Bortman
 &Lianne Halfon
Brian Byrnes
Bonetta Cacavas
Jim & Lee Cavanaugh
Martin & Nancy Chalifour
Christine Clark
Francine Coyetaux
Samantha De La Cruz
Marsha & Joey Dick
Laura Aimee Garn 
Dr. Marvin & Maxine Gilbert
Diana Gingell
Stephen Goodman
Alexander Goren
John Herzog
Connor Johnson
Debra Joster

Donna Kasseinova
Barry & Lisa Kay
Robert Kuppenheimer
Dr. Eleanor Lavretsky
Esfir Lebovich
Ann Leonard
In honor of Jonathan Steinberg
Linda Levy
Daniel Lowenstein
Beth Maher Family Fndn.
Jay Markoff
Douglas McPherson
Lana Melman
Sunny  Moss 
Mr. & Mrs. Nagin Foundation
Justin Okin
Lambert Orkis
Linda Pastel
Wanda Presburger
Vadim & Anna Rappoport
Ellen Walker Rienstra
Susan L. Robbins  
             & Jonathan L. Koslow 
In honor of Susan & C. Avery Fisher
Myra Rosen
Natalia & Mark Rosenberg
Ray Roulette
Katherine & Howard Sands
William Schneider
Marina Smorodinsky
Gloria Sokolin
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Solomon
Osvaldo Humberto Viveros
Tam Ming Wai
Stephen & Julia Webber

ASSOCIATES $75 AND UNDER
Robert Aronson
Maurice Attie
Savalan Atilla
Zsuzsa Avery
Lauren Chung Dani
Karen Fishman
Kara Fox
Kathleen Fitzgerald 
Anda Galffy
Tunde Garai
Ramona Gifford
Diana & Tom Gingell
Catharine Goldsmith
Majorie & Jay Goldsmith

Serafima Goldberg
Rita Hazin
Lynn Keenan
Sara Kinder
Marian Komori
Elizabeth Masurka
Ray Maxwell
Alan Melgaard
Russel Loring
Andriy Lutsenko
Ann Marie Poclembo
Amanda Pope
Ludmila Preys
Sam Rogers
Dr. Robert Ruder
Sheri Sachs
Shawn Saeedian
Melvyn & Benita Schwarts
Alexander Shoykhet
Bella & Feliks Shoykhet
William & Marian Siegel
James Spears
Zoltan Stroll
Galina Tsoyrev
Edward Tucker
Tereza Verboon
Laura Weber
Sophie Weinroth
Sharon Lynne Yee
Eleanor & Stuart Yuspa

IN KIND
Hon. Nasimi Aghayev/
 Consul General of Azerbaijan
City of Beverly Hills 
City of Encinitas
Thomas Backer, Ph.D
Leslie Berger  
          & Paul Williams / Hosts
Jaime Castellanos/
                Conroy’s North Hollywood
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Lynne Hayashi/support
Kawai America Corporation
Helena &  
       Stanley Kolodziey / Hosts
KMNB Media Group/
 Eugene Levin
Lyric Culture/Hanna Solomon
Rolling Hills United Methodist Church
Dana Ross Photography

Performing Arts LIVE/
              Mike Napoli
Sands & Associates LLC
Harold Schloss/IT support
Flo Selfman, PR/Media
Yana & Roman Shukman/
          events support
TOPA Management
Thereza Verboon/ Host
Anna Volkoff, CPA

VOLUNTEERS 
Jeri Abernathy
John Conconnon
Linda Bame
Alla Feldman/WHCHC Residents
Sima Goldberg
Esther Lebovich
Svetlana & Alexandr Milovanov
Judy Montague
Florence Nakao
Dana Ross/Photography
Eduard Schwan
 
August 1, 2018 – October 31, 2019

Every effort has been made to ensure
the accuracy of this list. Any omissions
are sincerely regretted.

AGNIESZKA PODŁUCKA, 
violist/Poland
In August, Agnieszka accepted 
principal viola position in 
the National Polish Radio 
Symphony Orchestra and 
joined the faculty of the viola 
class at the Fryderyk Chopin 
University of Music in Warsaw 
, and founded new ensemble: 
string quartet “Splot.”

PLEASE CONSIDER iPALPITI IN YOUR END-OF-THE-YEAR GIVING
DONATE ONLINE: www.ipalpiti.org • DETACH and MAIL the FORM BELOW

When we present young artists in iPalpiti programs, we cover ALL expenses ( international travel, hotel, 
meals, local, transportation, venues) and give awards. We produce memorable annual brochures listing 
every sponsor and each artist’s photo and bio.

• 100% of your contribution goes toward supporting exceptional prize-winning young professional classical 
musicians from around the world, promoting peace and understanding through music.

please detach and mail this portion with your donation
Donations of $50 and above qualify for Partnership Benefits at the levels listed on the Donors Page.

 $3,000 + “Adopt” an Artist (Award, Lodging & Travel)  
 $1,800 provides housing for 1 musician during the festival
 $500 provides 25 tickets for local and disadvantaged students  
 $160 provides lunch for 1 musician during the festival
 $104 provides breakfast for 1 musician during the festival
 $50 provides a string set for 1 musician 
 $_______________ Any amount makes an impact
 $___________ In Honor Of________________________

Name _______________________________________________ Email _____________________________________ 

Tel:(h) _________________________ Tel:(wk) _________________________

Donation Amount $____________________ 
 Check enclosed (Please make checks payable to iPalpiti Artists International )  or  
 Cash  or   Visa   MC   Amex

Card# _____________________________________________________ Exp Date ___________________

Billing Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________ Zip Code ________________

FRANCISCO VILA, iPalpiti 
cellist since 2009. In 
September, Francisco joined 
cello faculty at the Longy 
School of Music of Bard 
College in Boston.  

SEMYON PROMOE, violinist/Russia
After returning from iPalpiti festival, Semyon was appointed a 
concertmaster of the Tomsk Philharmonie Symphony Orchestra 
and was a soloist performing Korngold Violin Concerto.
Semyon now commutes between his native Novosibirsk where 
he still a Soloist of the Novosibirsk Philharmonie and is a violin 
faculty at the music college. iPalpiti member since 2016.

SAMUEL NEBYU, violinist/Hungary
In October, Samuel was a featured soloist with Eurasian 
Symphony, performing  Shor’s Violin Concerto and  
Saent-Saens’ Introduction & Rondo-Capriccioso in 
Astana, Kazakhstan, followed by US  tour including same 
program concerts in New York at Symphony Space and 
Carnegie Hall and Philadelphia.
Another fall project:  Samuel  joined Mutter’s Virtuosi 
on her sixth tour with the exclusive soloist ensemble of 
Anne-Sophie Mutter Foundation, performing through 
South America. Samuel is the 3rd iPalpiti artist chosen by 
the great violinist Anne-Sophie Mutter; prior artists were 
cellist Kian Soltani and bassist Roman Patkolo.

GABRIEL BUSSI, composer, violinist, violist/Uruguay
Gabriel’s Symphonic Suite on his opera “La 
Tribuna”, was premiered by Orquesta Sinfónica de 
Galicia –where Gabriel and his wife Fumika (also 
iPalpiti alumni) both work as violinists - under the 
baton of maestro Joseph Pons, the music director 
of Barcelona’s “Liceo” opera house (watch video 
on YouTube).
Member of iPalpiti 2000-2005, Gabriel made 
few arrangements  for iPalpiti including Bartok 
Chaconne  and Paganini Caprices performed by 
Dame Ida Haendel at the Carmel Festival in 2003. 
Gabriel is also a violist of both the Cuarteto del 
Pino and the Schubert String Quartet in Spain. 

Post-finale reception moments

VIOLONCELLI
Egor Antonenko
Russia
Sevak Avanesyan
Armenia-Belgium
Marc Girard-Garcia
France
Francisco Vila
Ecuador

BASS
Dušan Kostić
Serbia
Justin Smith
USA

PIANO
Ian Barber
France

IN MEMORIAM: Marilyn Stampler
We express our hearfelt  condolences to Jay 
Markoff and family on this unexpected loss; a 
friend and dedicated  patron of iPalpiti since 
its founding in 1998. The photo above is 
from 2005 (from left to right):  
Jay Markoff & Marilyn Stampler, tenor  
Timur Bekbosunov, Ada & Leonard Sands

IN THE NEWS

Art & Culture Community Services 
Department:
Kristin Buhagiar, Brandy  Scott, 
Sabrina Ortolano, Sara Scrimshaw

Hon. John Mirisch
Mayor, City of Beverly Hills

Councilmembers,  
City of Beverly Hills: 
Lester Friedman, Lili Bosse, Julian 
A.Gold M.D., Robert Wunderlich

...continue from Audience Letters
What an exceptional concert, it was great fun to be a part 
of it. We were so inspired by the evening, we donated 
to iPalpiti when we arrived home. It must be a wonderful 
feeling to know how your efforts have reached people, 
with the wonderful musicians and a nearly packed house 
being inspired.  It is annual event we have enjoyed very 
much.~ Larry Z.

The concert was a huge hit, in fact, I heard people saying 
that this was the best concert ever. Today I spoke with the 
other of one of the children from the summer camp. She’s 
Mexican and speaks very little English. She told me that 
the concert was one of the best experiences she’s had 
since coming to the US. So, thank you on behalf of those 
children. ~ Ariane D., ELF

It was such a splendid beautiful event that it is difficult to 
find the right words.  The musicians are so talented and 
passionate and loving what they do that the audience is 
completely engaged.  I am grateful to be one of those 
you share this gift and I thank you for your generosity of 
spirit. ~ Bonnie C.

It was a great performance - as usually! Maestro always 
has surprises in his sleeve. He is a magician.  
~ Victoria, Feliks

Congratulations to all iPalpitians and HEARTFELT 
THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS AND AUDIENCES! 

From dedicated Benefactor

MISS ASIA USA Lauren Dani (long-time follower of iPalpiti), 
composer Franghiz Alisadeh, Maestro Schmieder, Ian Barber 
& Laura Schmieder

Volunteers Svetlana (L) & Alexander Milovanov (R), Alan Chan 
(iPalpiti festival staff), Esther Lebovich & Yana Shukman, and 
composer Sergei Dreznin

I would like to extend my 
deep appreciation for the 
gift of the new CD which 
I enjoyed so much.  The 
talented musicians under 
the direction of Maestro 
Schmieder  have reached a 
new pinnacle to be heard over 
and over.

Your masterful iPalpiti 
program/book is so 
professional and beautiful that 
I am at a loss for words.  The 
artwork is astounding, as are 
the brief biographies of each 
musician.

Congratulations to you and 
Edward on your continued 
success. I am proud to 
contribute that small annual 
gift to such a fabulous musical 
group.

With great admiration and affection,
Celeste Van Myers 
(September  26, 2019)

The Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. 
Deutsch Foundation produces 
video recordings of our annual 
Disney Hall concerts, featured 
on PBS. Watch  
iPalpitimusic  
channel on  
YouTube.
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22nd season ended July 20 at Disney Hall with another “best-ever” Finale

WE DID IT because of YOU, our audiences and supporters!
In his Letter to the Audience, Maestro Schmieder writes, “iPalpiti - the HEARTBEATS - is a spiritual 
child of my belief in music as a reflection of the psyche and soul, as a manifestation of the divine. 
Genuine music comes from within; it comes from  the heart.”  26 inspired iPalpiti musicians from 20 
countries were united in their quest of bringing beauty into YOUR life through celestial  sound, vital 
rhythm, and emotional  energy, and, here is the reaction from the audiences:

Still under the spell of last  night! Pure magic. Elegy was out of this world experience. Spellbound! 
Beethoven - absolutely remarkable. Vivaldi – refined fun. Congratulations! No  borders for our 
admiration and love. You are unique gifts in our lives. ~ Yana & Roman

Words fail to say how much we enjoyed that excellent concert!  Everything about the evening was 
just perfect. The music was a real revelation—composers and pieces you thought you knew in a 
completely fresh and unexpected light. The joy and camaraderie of the musicians was truly infectious.   
~ Donald G. M. (Pres., Downey Symphonic Society)

It was a magical night. The program was marvelous - each piece was a delight. Our only complaint 
was that the time went so fast! Please congratulate from us Maestro Schmieder for the painstaking 
research he did for the Beethoven etc.  And that is before one considers the exquisite playing of 
the orchestra members, with their usual precision and musicality. We love them all. I think this was 
the finest of all the iPalpiti finales that we have attended. ~ Irene W.

What an incredible concert!  The program was indeed really special. It moved me deeply!  The 
orchestra and Maestro always find a way to be even better every year that passes. Please thank him 
again for his gift to us all. I hope you get to relax now and enjoy the fruit of a great work. You are 
amazing by making all that happen so beautifully! ~ Theresa Verboon

iPalpiti Artists International is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. EIN 95-4618040

OPUS

43
DEDICATED TO THE ARTISTIC CAREER ADVANCEMENT OF EXCEPTIONALLY GIFTED YOUNG PROFESSIONAL 
MUSICIANS AND TO THE PROMOTION OF PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING THROUGH MUSIC.

iPALPITI ARTISTS INTERNATIONAL, INC.

SEMI -ANNUAL
NEWSLETTER
FALL 2019

IN BETWEEN...
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019, 2:00PM*
Annual HOLIDAY APPRECIATION PARTY
Once a year, NO AGENDA  
for Board members, Benefactors, Volunteers
Home of Eduard & Laura Schmieder | Hollywood Hills

JANUARY – FEBRUARY, 2020*
SCREENING of the iPalpiti Concert from Walt Disney 
Concert Hall, recorded LIVE on July 20, 2019
Invitations will be sent to Patrons and Benefactors

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2020, 7:00PM*
iPalpiti Musicales in New York 
Presented at the home of Susan and Charles Avery Fisher since 2007
TRIO ZADIG / France

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2020, 7:00PM* 
Violinist PAVEL ŜPORCL / Czech Republic 
Private Estate/Hollywood Hills

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, JULY 25, 2020
Festival Grand Finale at Walt Disney Concert Hall

*All private events are by invitation only. 
Inquire at info@iPalpiti.org or call 310.205.0511
Visit www.iPalpiti.org for Invitations/RSVP/Host locations

iPalpiti violinist 2004-2005,  Karina 
is a Chief Conductor of the 
Netherlands Radio Philharmonic 
Orchestra and Principal Guest 
Conductor of Rundfunk 
Sinfonieorchester Berlin. She 
returns to conduct Los Angeles 
Philharmonic at Disney Hall.

…& more as announced

THURSDAY–SATURDAY,  
APRIL 16, 17 & 18, 8:00PM
Conductor: KARINA CANELLAKIS /USA

SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 2020, 7:00PM*
Cellist KIAN SOLTANI / Austria
Kian (iPalpiti 2009-2012) will be 
the soloist  with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic at Walt Disney Concert 
Hall, performing Schumann’s Cello 
Concerto on During the week, Kian 
will be among featured guests at  the 
Piatigorsky Cello Festival at USC.

iPalpiti Artists International has been included 
in Wiki.ezvid.com published video “Purposeful 
Organizations Sowing Music Across California,” 
exposing iPalpiti work to millions of their monthly 
visitors. | Founded in 2011, Ezvid Wiki was the 
world’s first video wiki, and is now among the top 
3,000 websites in the United States. Their YouTube 
channel has over 500,000 subscribers, with nearly 
300 million views since founding.
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continued... iPalpiti Transforms the Kreutzer Sonata at Disney Hall

iPalpiti Transforms the Kreutzer Sonata at Disney Hall

The Festival of International Laureates rolled around to 
its annual grand finale July 20 in Walt Disney Con-

cert Hall. As always, the concert featured iPalpiti — the 
festival’s flagship ensemble of 26 expert young string 
players from around the globe — and led by the group’s 
perennial maestro and co-founder, Eduard Schmieder.  
One thing that hasn’t changed in the 22 seasons of this 
festival’s existence is Schmieder’s willingness to ignore 
fashion and so-called authenticity by programming out-
of-the-way, audience friendly repertoire and transcrip-
tions of chamber pieces.      ...Continue reading INSIDE 

by Richard Ginell
Read full reviews at iPalpiti.org

Trio Zadig and iPalpiti orchestra, premiering Dreznin-Brahms “Fantasia Hungariana”

He remains firmly on message, presenting another spirited riposte to the period-performance-practice crowd in his “Let-
ter to the Audience” in the program book. This served as a no-apologia preface to what iPalpiti calls the “U.S. premiere” of a 
Beethoven string symphony, after the Kreutzer Violin Sonata in C Minor.  …Other hands have long been inflating Beethoven 
chamber works for string ensembles — Mahler’s transcription of the Op. 95 Quartet (which iPalpiti has often played), Leonard 
Bernstein’s go at the Op. 131 and Op. 135 Quartets, to name but a few. Even Toscanini, no doctrinaire purist he, tried his hand at 
Op. 135 and the Septet. These treatments remain controversial, yet I’ve always been partial to them; they add heft and sensuality 
to scores that are usually sturdy enough to take on the extra weight and I don’t mind the loss of intimacy. I would say the same 
for this Kreutzer arrangement, which is most convincing in the Finale. The “Kreutzer” was played with zest and fire by iPal-
piti, with unified execution in rapid passages originally written for the solo violin that sound difficult to hold together, and 
equally cohesive delicacy in the quiet variations of the second movement.
After the ensemble offered a fast, invigorating rendition of Vivaldi’s Concerto Grosso for Four Violins in B Minor, RV 580, 
there were two world-premiere commissions.  First, the Azerbaijani composer Franghiz Ali-Zadeh — the festival’s composer-in-
residence this summer — came up with an attractive movement of insistent percussion and exotic tunes drenched with local color 
from the old country, under the title Harmony. The second was Fantasia Hungariana, in which Moscow-born composer/pianist 
Sergei Dreznin integrated three Brahms Hungarian Dances into a de-facto triple concerto showcase for the festival’s charismatic 
ensemble-in-residence, Trio Zadig (Boris Borgolotto, violin; Marc Girard-Garcia, cello; Ian Barber, piano). The piece is a rich,  
rhapsodic blend of strings and piano trio with outbreaks of a Roma flair…and a few distinctly 20th-century harmonies that crept 
up to the borderline of jazz. 
Tchaikovsky’s Elegie served as an elegant, wonderfully hushed benediction to the whole evening.

iPalpiti Soloists Play Rare Chamber Music at UCLA by Richard Ginell

...at noontime concert at UCLA July 16 in the historic Rotunda 
of the Powell Library directly across from Royce Hall, a group 
of expert iPalpiti string players carried out one of the  
organization’s most admirable missions — resurrecting little-
known, audience-friendly music that other groups don’t 
bother looking for. For example: Did you know that Rimsky-
Korsakov wrote a string sextet? Neither did I until this concert 
— and the piece is a gem that has been obscured by Rimsky-
Korsakov’s reputation as a brilliant orchestrator and opera 
composer. …A polyglot sextet …seemed to relish every bar, 
revving up the scherzos with a rumbling energy and abandon, 
digging deeply into the Slavic Romantic soul in the lone slow 
movement.
Prior to the Rimsky-Korsakov sextet, Nebyu and Podłucka un-
earthed another winner, Bohuslav Martinu’s Three Madrigals

iPalpiti Soloists: L-R: Semyon Promoe and Samuel Nebyu, violins;  
Midori Maruyama and Agnieszka Podlucka, violas;  
Sevak Avanesyan and Egor Antonenko, cellos | Credit: Bill Dean

Trio Zadig performs Ravel’s Piano Trio at Encinitas Library | Credit: Bill Dean

...Continue reading INSIDE

iPalpiti selected by Wiki

for Violin and Viola, really a duo sonata consisting of two frisky attractive fast movements surrounding a fluttering Andante central 
movement. As in the sextet, these players performed with sharp, rhythmic attacks that were definitely needed under these
acoustical conditions. The music seemed like a beautiful painting 
that had been left out in the rain for a short time, enough to produce 
runny colors but not enough to destroy the essence of the piece. 
While Rimsky-Korsakov and Martinu are at least known quantities — 
the third composer on the program would draw a blank from all but 
the most dedicated string players and specialists in German music. 
Violinists Nebyu, Azer Damirov, and Lorenzo Mazzamuto offered up 
a pair of Capriccios for three violins by one Friedrich Hermann — a 
German composer/violinist/editor/teacher who lived from 1828 to 
1907 — full of tuneful trillings and twirlings with a Mendelssohnian 
lightness and energy.  Right here when he was teaching at UCLA, 
Arnold Schoenberg said that there is plenty of good music yet to be 
written in C major. But might we turn the phrase around to say that 
there is plenty of good music that HAS been written in C major — or 
in these cases, G major and D minor or whatever — that we don’t 
know about.

Festival Photo Credits: Dana Ross Photography
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22nd season ended July 20 at Disney Hall with another “best-ever” Finale

WE DID IT because of YOU, our audiences and supporters!
In his Letter to the Audience, Maestro Schmieder writes, “iPalpiti - the HEARTBEATS - is a spiritual 
child of my belief in music as a reflection of the psyche and soul, as a manifestation of the divine. 
Genuine music comes from within; it comes from  the heart.”  26 inspired iPalpiti musicians from 20 
countries were united in their quest of bringing beauty into YOUR life through celestial  sound, vital 
rhythm, and emotional  energy, and, here is the reaction from the audiences:

Still under the spell of last  night! Pure magic. Elegy was out of this world experience. Spellbound! 
Beethoven - absolutely remarkable. Vivaldi – refined fun. Congratulations! No  borders for our 
admiration and love. You are unique gifts in our lives. ~ Yana & Roman

Words fail to say how much we enjoyed that excellent concert!  Everything about the evening was 
just perfect. The music was a real revelation—composers and pieces you thought you knew in a 
completely fresh and unexpected light. The joy and camaraderie of the musicians was truly infectious.   
~ Donald G. M. (Pres., Downey Symphonic Society)

It was a magical night. The program was marvelous - each piece was a delight. Our only complaint 
was that the time went so fast! Please congratulate from us Maestro Schmieder for the painstaking 
research he did for the Beethoven etc.  And that is before one considers the exquisite playing of 
the orchestra members, with their usual precision and musicality. We love them all. I think this was 
the finest of all the iPalpiti finales that we have attended. ~ Irene W.

What an incredible concert!  The program was indeed really special. It moved me deeply!  The 
orchestra and Maestro always find a way to be even better every year that passes. Please thank him 
again for his gift to us all. I hope you get to relax now and enjoy the fruit of a great work. You are 
amazing by making all that happen so beautifully! ~ Theresa Verboon

iPalpiti Artists International is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. EIN 95-4618040
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IN BETWEEN...
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019, 2:00PM*
Annual HOLIDAY APPRECIATION PARTY
Once a year, NO AGENDA  
for Board members, Benefactors, Volunteers
Home of Eduard & Laura Schmieder | Hollywood Hills

JANUARY – FEBRUARY, 2020*
SCREENING of the iPalpiti Concert from Walt Disney 
Concert Hall, recorded LIVE on July 20, 2019
Invitations will be sent to Patrons and Benefactors

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2020, 7:00PM*
iPalpiti Musicales in New York 
Presented at the home of Susan and Charles Avery Fisher since 2007
TRIO ZADIG / France

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2020, 7:00PM* 
Violinist PAVEL ŜPORCL / Czech Republic 
Private Estate/Hollywood Hills

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, JULY 25, 2020
Festival Grand Finale at Walt Disney Concert Hall

*All private events are by invitation only. 
Inquire at info@iPalpiti.org or call 310.205.0511
Visit www.iPalpiti.org for Invitations/RSVP/Host locations

iPalpiti violinist 2004-2005,  Karina 
is a Chief Conductor of the 
Netherlands Radio Philharmonic 
Orchestra and Principal Guest 
Conductor of Rundfunk 
Sinfonieorchester Berlin. She 
returns to conduct Los Angeles 
Philharmonic at Disney Hall.

…& more as announced

THURSDAY–SATURDAY,  
APRIL 16, 17 & 18, 8:00PM
Conductor: KARINA CANELLAKIS /USA

SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 2020, 7:00PM*
Cellist KIAN SOLTANI / Austria
Kian (iPalpiti 2009-2012) will be 
the soloist  with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic at Walt Disney Concert 
Hall, performing Schumann’s Cello 
Concerto on During the week, Kian 
will be among featured guests at  the 
Piatigorsky Cello Festival at USC.

iPalpiti Artists International has been included 
in Wiki.ezvid.com published video “Purposeful 
Organizations Sowing Music Across California,” 
exposing iPalpiti work to millions of their monthly 
visitors. | Founded in 2011, Ezvid Wiki was the 
world’s first video wiki, and is now among the top 
3,000 websites in the United States. Their YouTube 
channel has over 500,000 subscribers, with nearly 
300 million views since founding.
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iPalpiti Transforms the Kreutzer Sonata at Disney Hall

The Festival of International Laureates rolled around to 
its annual grand finale July 20 in Walt Disney Con-

cert Hall. As always, the concert featured iPalpiti — the 
festival’s flagship ensemble of 26 expert young string 
players from around the globe — and led by the group’s 
perennial maestro and co-founder, Eduard Schmieder.  
One thing that hasn’t changed in the 22 seasons of this 
festival’s existence is Schmieder’s willingness to ignore 
fashion and so-called authenticity by programming out-
of-the-way, audience friendly repertoire and transcrip-
tions of chamber pieces.      ...Continue reading INSIDE 

by Richard Ginell
Read full reviews at iPalpiti.org

Trio Zadig and iPalpiti orchestra, premiering Dreznin-Brahms “Fantasia Hungariana”

He remains firmly on message, presenting another spirited riposte to the period-performance-practice crowd in his “Let-
ter to the Audience” in the program book. This served as a no-apologia preface to what iPalpiti calls the “U.S. premiere” of a 
Beethoven string symphony, after the Kreutzer Violin Sonata in C Minor.  …Other hands have long been inflating Beethoven 
chamber works for string ensembles — Mahler’s transcription of the Op. 95 Quartet (which iPalpiti has often played), Leonard 
Bernstein’s go at the Op. 131 and Op. 135 Quartets, to name but a few. Even Toscanini, no doctrinaire purist he, tried his hand at 
Op. 135 and the Septet. These treatments remain controversial, yet I’ve always been partial to them; they add heft and sensuality 
to scores that are usually sturdy enough to take on the extra weight and I don’t mind the loss of intimacy. I would say the same 
for this Kreutzer arrangement, which is most convincing in the Finale. The “Kreutzer” was played with zest and fire by iPal-
piti, with unified execution in rapid passages originally written for the solo violin that sound difficult to hold together, and 
equally cohesive delicacy in the quiet variations of the second movement.
After the ensemble offered a fast, invigorating rendition of Vivaldi’s Concerto Grosso for Four Violins in B Minor, RV 580, 
there were two world-premiere commissions.  First, the Azerbaijani composer Franghiz Ali-Zadeh — the festival’s composer-in-
residence this summer — came up with an attractive movement of insistent percussion and exotic tunes drenched with local color 
from the old country, under the title Harmony. The second was Fantasia Hungariana, in which Moscow-born composer/pianist 
Sergei Dreznin integrated three Brahms Hungarian Dances into a de-facto triple concerto showcase for the festival’s charismatic 
ensemble-in-residence, Trio Zadig (Boris Borgolotto, violin; Marc Girard-Garcia, cello; Ian Barber, piano). The piece is a rich,  
rhapsodic blend of strings and piano trio with outbreaks of a Roma flair…and a few distinctly 20th-century harmonies that crept 
up to the borderline of jazz. 
Tchaikovsky’s Elegie served as an elegant, wonderfully hushed benediction to the whole evening.

iPalpiti Soloists Play Rare Chamber Music at UCLA by Richard Ginell

...at noontime concert at UCLA July 16 in the historic Rotunda 
of the Powell Library directly across from Royce Hall, a group 
of expert iPalpiti string players carried out one of the  
organization’s most admirable missions — resurrecting little-
known, audience-friendly music that other groups don’t 
bother looking for. For example: Did you know that Rimsky-
Korsakov wrote a string sextet? Neither did I until this concert 
— and the piece is a gem that has been obscured by Rimsky-
Korsakov’s reputation as a brilliant orchestrator and opera 
composer. …A polyglot sextet …seemed to relish every bar, 
revving up the scherzos with a rumbling energy and abandon, 
digging deeply into the Slavic Romantic soul in the lone slow 
movement.
Prior to the Rimsky-Korsakov sextet, Nebyu and Podłucka un-
earthed another winner, Bohuslav Martinu’s Three Madrigals

iPalpiti Soloists: L-R: Semyon Promoe and Samuel Nebyu, violins;  
Midori Maruyama and Agnieszka Podlucka, violas;  
Sevak Avanesyan and Egor Antonenko, cellos | Credit: Bill Dean

Trio Zadig performs Ravel’s Piano Trio at Encinitas Library | Credit: Bill Dean

...Continue reading INSIDE

iPalpiti selected by Wiki

for Violin and Viola, really a duo sonata consisting of two frisky attractive fast movements surrounding a fluttering Andante central 
movement. As in the sextet, these players performed with sharp, rhythmic attacks that were definitely needed under these
acoustical conditions. The music seemed like a beautiful painting 
that had been left out in the rain for a short time, enough to produce 
runny colors but not enough to destroy the essence of the piece. 
While Rimsky-Korsakov and Martinu are at least known quantities — 
the third composer on the program would draw a blank from all but 
the most dedicated string players and specialists in German music. 
Violinists Nebyu, Azer Damirov, and Lorenzo Mazzamuto offered up 
a pair of Capriccios for three violins by one Friedrich Hermann — a 
German composer/violinist/editor/teacher who lived from 1828 to 
1907 — full of tuneful trillings and twirlings with a Mendelssohnian 
lightness and energy.  Right here when he was teaching at UCLA, 
Arnold Schoenberg said that there is plenty of good music yet to be 
written in C major. But might we turn the phrase around to say that 
there is plenty of good music that HAS been written in C major — or 
in these cases, G major and D minor or whatever — that we don’t 
know about.
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