
Dear Friends and Music Aficionados: 
The 21st iPalpiti Festival - another season with comments such as “you outdid yourself” and the annual “best 
ever” - ended with hugs & new friendships as musicians went to their countries on to other summer projects. 
From a spectacular Opening Gala Night at the Music Center’s Walt Disney Concert Hall, presenting a program 
of rare beauty and majesty of Bach, Webern, Tchaikovsky & Mussorgsky, ending with a b-day cake rolling out 
on stage for Maestro’s 70th, entire audience of 1600+ joining in Happy Birthday tune, the fun and great music-
making continued in all following concerts and events. 

Congratulations to all iPalpitians and HEARTFELT THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS AND AUDIENCES! 

iPalpiti Artists International is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. FIN 95-4618040
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DEDICATED TO THE ARTISTIC CAREER ADVANCEMENT OF EXCEPTIONALLY GIFTED YOUNG PROFESSIONAL 
MUSICIANS AND TO THE PROMOTION OF PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING THROUGH MUSIC.

iPALPITI ARTISTS INTERNATIONAL, INC.

SEMI -ANNUAL
NEWSLETTER
FALL 2018

IN BETWEEN...
NOVEMBER 11, 2018 7:30PM
Cellist KIAN SOLTANI (iPalpiti 2009-2012)
Soloist in Strauss’ Don Quixote 
with Maestro Daniel Barenboim &
West-Eastern Divan Orchestra 
Music Center’s Walt Disney Concert Hall

NOVEMBER 16, 8PM & NOVEMBER 18, 2PM 
Organist CAMERON CARPENTER (2005 debut with iPalpiti at 
Walt Disney Concert Hall)
Soloist with LA Philharmonic in
Poulenc Concerto & Saint-Saens “Organ” Symphony 
Music Center’s Walt Disney Concert Hall

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 7:30PM*
Pianist JACOPO GIACOPUZZI & Cellist GEORGY GUSEV
The Russian Wave (Rachmaniov, Shostakovich, Kapustin)
Home of Gary Poon | Scripps Ranch, San Diego

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 7:00PM*
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 7:00PM*
Cellist FRANCISCO VILA
Bach & Latkes (4th  & 6th nights  of Hanukkah)
Six Suites for Cello Solo: 3 suites each evening
Home of Jonathan Steinberg & Dr. Buf C. Meyer | Los Angeles

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 6:00PM
SVETLANA SMOLINA (iPalpiti 2011-2016)
& CHRISTOPHER O’RILEY play two pianos at LACMA’s
Sundays Live!

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2:00PM*
Annual HOLIDAY APPRECIATION PARTY
Once a year, NO AGENDA for Board members, Benefactors, 
Volunteers
Home of Eduard &  Laura Schmieder | Hollywood Hills

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019, 5:00PM*
Annual BENEFACTORS TRIBUTE 
Invitations will be mailed | Los Angeles

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 3:00PM* 
Cellist FRANCISCO VILA & FRIENDS
Rare selections for cello/guitar/voice
Home of Dr. & Mrs. Michael Borookhim | Century City

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2019, 7:00PM*
FRANCISCO VILA & FRIENDS
iPalpiti MUSICALES in NEW YORK (presented since 2007)
Home of Susan & Charles Avery Fisher | New York 

SATURDAY, MAY 18, 2019, 7:00PM*
Violinist AZER DAMIROV & Violist ADELYA SHAGIDULLINA
iPalpiti MUSICALES in Los Angeles (ongoing as scheduled)
Location TBA

…& more as announced

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, JULY 20, 2019
Festival Grand Finale at Walt Disney Concert Hall

*All private events are by invitation only. 
Inquire at info@iPalpiti.org or call 310.205.0511
Visit www.iPalpiti.org for Invitations/RSVP/Host locations
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CELEBRATION continued with a post-Disney concert gala at the BP Hall

LA County  Supervisor Sheila Kuehl’s commendations were presented to all iPalpiti musicians by Chairman  Jonathan  Steinberg (center)

World dancing in honor of  musicians’ countries included Bavarian ensemble 
and Tango champions with iPalpitians Sami (Argentina) & Sam (USA) playing.

L-R: Roman & Yana Shukman (Gala Chair), staff Alex & Katya, and volunteers
Sima Goldberg & Alla Feldman

L-R: Benefactors Herb & Annette Wolas, Ciril & Thereza Verboon(Gala Co-Chair), 
Paul Williams & Leslie Berger
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MUSIC DIRECTOR & 
CONDUCTOR 
Eduard Schmieder

VIOLINS
Peter Rainer †
Germany

Stephanie Appelhans
Germany

Davide de Ascaniis*
Italy

Niv Ashkenazi
Israel - USA

Azer Damirov
Azerbaijan

Joseph Kauffman
USA

Lorenzo Mazzamuto
Italy

Nune Melik
Canada - Armenia

Sami Merdinian
Argentina

Ryo Mikami
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Samuel Nebyu
Hungary

Semyon Promoe
Russia

Irakli Tsadaia*
Georgia - Germany

VIOLAS
Midori Maruyama
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Francesca McGinnis Gilbert
UK
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Francisco Vila
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Eldar Saparayev**
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BASS
Sam Shuhan*
USA

PIANO
Sara De Ascaniis*
Italy

So-Mang  Jeagal*
Korea

*Soloists in Encinitas festival
**iPalpiti Featured Soloists
†concertmaster

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS, DEDICATED AND NEW.
iPalpiti performances and programs have won unanimous praise around the world. Starting a 3rd decade, we 
must work towards our long-term sustainability.  Help iPalpiti continue our commitment to talented young 
classical professional musicians, and to our community. PLEASE DONATE NOW AT iPalpiti.org

THANK YOU TO THE
CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
FOR ITS CONTINUING SUPPORT

The Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation produces video recordings of our 
annual Disney Hall concerts, offered free to Patrons and above. To purchase a DVD 
($18), please call (310) 205-0511.

Alumnus Eldar Saparayev was the soloist in Tchaikovsky’s 
Rococo Variations

WANT TO BE A BOARD MEMBER ?  CALL: 310.205.0511 or EMAIL INFO@iPALPITI.ORG

MAESTRO CIRCLE $25,000+
Joyce & Aubrey Chernick 
Ernst Lieblich Foundation
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Jeri Abernathy
John Conconnon
Linda Bame
Alla Feldman/WHCHC Residents

Sima Goldberg
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Juanita Mendoza
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Dana Ross/Photography
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November 2017 - October 2018

Every effort has been made to ensure
the accuracy of this list. Any omissions
are sincerely regretted.

Art & Culture Community Services 
Department:
Patty Acuna, Cindy Brynan,
Sara Scrimshaw

Julian A. Gold, M.D.
Mayor, City of Beverly Hills

Councilmembers, City of Beverly 
Hills:

Cellist KIAN SOLTANI (iPalpiti 2009-2012) was a soloist in Strauss’ 
Don Quixote with Maestro Daniel Barenboim & West-Eastern 
Divan Orchestra on Sunday, November 11, 7:30PM

The following week, Friday, November 16, 8PM  & Sunday, 
November 18, 2PM the iconoclastic organist CAMERON 
CARPENTER took on the famed composers’ crushing power 
chords as a soloist  with LA Philharmonic in  Poulenc’  Organ 
Concerto and SAINT-SAËNS “Organ” Symphony.

PLEASE CONSIDER iPALPITI IN YOUR END-OF-THE-YEAR GIVING. DONATE ONLINE: www.ipalpiti.org/Donate or DETACH and MAIL the FORM BELOW
When we present young artists in iPalpiti programs, we cover ALL expenses ( international travel, hotel, meals, local, transportation, venues) and give awards. 
We produce memorable annual brochures listing every sponsor and each artist’s photo and bio.

•	100% of your contribution goes toward supporting exceptional prize-winning young professional classical musicians from around the world, promoting peace 
and understanding through music.

•	Donations of appreciated stock can help both you and iPalpiti. You will receive a receipt for the value of stock, while avoiding taxes on the capital gains. 
Please consult your tax advisor for further information or contact info@ipalpiti.org for donation instructions.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- please detach and mail this portion with your donation --------------------------------------------------------------
Donations of $50 and above qualify for Partnership Benefits at the levels listed on the Donors Page.

 $3,000 + “Adopt” an Artist (Award, Lodging & Travel)	  $1,800 provides housing for 1 musician during the festival
 $500 provides 25 tickets for local and disadvantaged students	  $160 provides lunch for 1 musician during the festival
 $104 provides breakfast for 1 musician during the festival	  $50 provides a string set for 1 musician
 $_______________ Any amount makes an impact	  $___________ In Honor Of________________________________________

Name ____________________________________ Email ___________________________________ Tel:(h) _________________________ Tel:(wk) _____________________

 Check enclosed (Please make checks payable to iPalpiti Artists International )  or   Cash  or  Please charge my  Visa   MC   Amex

Donation Amount $____________________

Card# _____________________________________________________ Exp Date ___________________

Billing Address ___________________________________________________________________ City __________________________________ Zip Code ______________

iPalpiti’s week-residence at Soka Performing Arts Center culminated in an OPEN HOUSE performance, followed by orchestra concert and soloists VIRTUOSI 
series in Encinitas, continuing to LA and Beverly Hills featuring seven soloists:

Irakli Tsadaia, Davide de Ascaniis, Sara De Ascaniis, Egor Antonenko, Emma Wernig, Sam Shuhan.

TWO distinguished alumni featured at Walt Disney Concert Hall this November

FRANCISCO VILA, 
iPalpiti cellist since 
2009, joins the 
organization to 
work and support 
the tremendous 
efforts that go into 
making the festival 
a reality each year. 
With the wind at our 
back after our 21st 

annual celebration, iPalpiti is looking ahead 
with enthusiasm to the next generation of 
leadership. We are proud to include one 
of our own in iPalpiti’s future development, 
bringing the same energy and passion to 
iPalpiti’s mission. Stay tuned for upcoming 
dates within the season where you will have 
the chance to meet & hear Francisco in live 
performances locally!  

July 30, 2005: Cameron in his debut at Disney Hall with iPalpiti and Maestro 
Schmieder as a soloist in the SAME Poulenc Concerto!

AZER DAMIROV (iPalpiti since 2009) 
was invited by the Ministry of Culture to 
be a featured artist at the annual National 
Music Festival in Baku, Azerbaijan.

At the final concert at the Greystone Mansion, the soloists played their heart out in their favorite selections from the Festival’s repertoire, including Kreisler’s violin 
duet arrangements, Auerbach’s “Tryptich” Piano Trio, Andante from Brahms Piano Quartet, “Drums” from Ripper Piano Quintet and Dvorak String Quintet.

Dinner at Opah 
celebrating birthdays of 
violist Francesca Gilbert 
& benefactor 
Mr. Thomas Dengler

Open Performance at 
Soka Performing Arts 
Center

Concert at the Encinitas St. Andrews Church

iPalpiti Soloists in Brahms Piano Quartet, Encinitas

Soloists at the Greystone Mansion with iPalpiti`s fan Miss Nations Lauren Dani & Maestro Eduard Schmieder
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At the final concert at the Greystone Mansion, the soloists played their heart out in their favorite selections from the Festival’s repertoire, including Kreisler’s violin 
duet arrangements, Auerbach’s “Tryptich” Piano Trio, Andante from Brahms Piano Quartet, “Drums” from Ripper Piano Quintet and Dvorak String Quintet.

Dinner at Opah 
celebrating birthdays of 
violist Francesca Gilbert 
& benefactor 
Mr. Thomas Dengler

Open Performance at 
Soka Performing Arts 
Center

Concert at the Encinitas St. Andrews Church

iPalpiti Soloists in Brahms Piano Quartet, Encinitas

Soloists at the Greystone Mansion with iPalpiti`s fan Miss Nations Lauren Dani & Maestro Eduard Schmieder



FESTIVAL MEMENTOS

IN THE NEWS: ALUMNI

FESTIVAL
ORCHESTRAL 
ENSEMBLE 2O18

21ST  ANNUAL

MUSIC DIRECTOR & 
CONDUCTOR 
Eduard Schmieder

VIOLINS
Peter Rainer †
Germany

Stephanie Appelhans
Germany

Davide de Ascaniis*
Italy

Niv Ashkenazi
Israel - USA

Azer Damirov
Azerbaijan

Joseph Kauffman
USA

Lorenzo Mazzamuto
Italy

Nune Melik
Canada - Armenia

Sami Merdinian
Argentina

Ryo Mikami
Japan

Samuel Nebyu
Hungary

Semyon Promoe
Russia

Irakli Tsadaia*
Georgia - Germany

VIOLAS
Midori Maruyama
Japan
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UK
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Turkey

Emma Wernig
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Egor Antonenko*
Russia
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Sara De Ascaniis*
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So-Mang  Jeagal*
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**iPalpiti Featured Soloists
†concertmaster

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS, DEDICATED AND NEW.
iPalpiti performances and programs have won unanimous praise around the world. Starting a 3rd decade, we 
must work towards our long-term sustainability.  Help iPalpiti continue our commitment to talented young 
classical professional musicians, and to our community. PLEASE DONATE NOW AT iPalpiti.org

THANK YOU TO THE
CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
FOR ITS CONTINUING SUPPORT

The Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation produces video recordings of our 
annual Disney Hall concerts, offered free to Patrons and above. To purchase a DVD 
($18), please call (310) 205-0511.

Alumnus Eldar Saparayev was the soloist in Tchaikovsky’s 
Rococo Variations

WANT TO BE A BOARD MEMBER ?  CALL: 310.205.0511 or EMAIL INFO@iPALPITI.ORG
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Lloyd Rigler Lawrence E. 
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	 James Rigler, President
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Dr. & Mrs. James Ode
George Pao
Scott A. Shuping 
Hugh & Barbara Smith
Robert R. Stroker/Dean
        Boyer College of Music and Dance

        Vice Provost for the Arts, Temple University

Sandra Tansman
In memory of Bernard A.Tansman, M.D.
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	 Consul General of Azerbaijan
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November 2017 - October 2018

Every effort has been made to ensure
the accuracy of this list. Any omissions
are sincerely regretted.

Art & Culture Community Services 
Department:
Patty Acuna, Cindy Brynan,
Sara Scrimshaw

Julian A. Gold, M.D.
Mayor, City of Beverly Hills

Councilmembers, City of Beverly 
Hills:

Cellist KIAN SOLTANI (iPalpiti 2009-2012) was a soloist in Strauss’ 
Don Quixote with Maestro Daniel Barenboim & West-Eastern 
Divan Orchestra on Sunday, November 11, 7:30PM
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November 18, 2PM the iconoclastic organist CAMERON 
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chords as a soloist  with LA Philharmonic in  Poulenc’  Organ 
Concerto and SAINT-SAËNS “Organ” Symphony.

PLEASE CONSIDER iPALPITI IN YOUR END-OF-THE-YEAR GIVING. DONATE ONLINE: www.ipalpiti.org/Donate or DETACH and MAIL the FORM BELOW
When we present young artists in iPalpiti programs, we cover ALL expenses ( international travel, hotel, meals, local, transportation, venues) and give awards. 
We produce memorable annual brochures listing every sponsor and each artist’s photo and bio.

•	100% of your contribution goes toward supporting exceptional prize-winning young professional classical musicians from around the world, promoting peace 
and understanding through music.

•	Donations of appreciated stock can help both you and iPalpiti. You will receive a receipt for the value of stock, while avoiding taxes on the capital gains. 
Please consult your tax advisor for further information or contact info@ipalpiti.org for donation instructions.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- please detach and mail this portion with your donation --------------------------------------------------------------
Donations of $50 and above qualify for Partnership Benefits at the levels listed on the Donors Page.

 $3,000 + “Adopt” an Artist (Award, Lodging & Travel)	  $1,800 provides housing for 1 musician during the festival
 $500 provides 25 tickets for local and disadvantaged students	  $160 provides lunch for 1 musician during the festival
 $104 provides breakfast for 1 musician during the festival	  $50 provides a string set for 1 musician
 $_______________ Any amount makes an impact	  $___________ In Honor Of________________________________________

Name ____________________________________ Email ___________________________________ Tel:(h) _________________________ Tel:(wk) _____________________

 Check enclosed (Please make checks payable to iPalpiti Artists International )  or   Cash  or  Please charge my  Visa   MC   Amex

Donation Amount $____________________

Card# _____________________________________________________ Exp Date ___________________

Billing Address ___________________________________________________________________ City __________________________________ Zip Code ______________

iPalpiti’s week-residence at Soka Performing Arts Center culminated in an OPEN HOUSE performance, followed by orchestra concert and soloists VIRTUOSI 
series in Encinitas, continuing to LA and Beverly Hills featuring seven soloists:

Irakli Tsadaia, Davide de Ascaniis, Sara De Ascaniis, Egor Antonenko, Emma Wernig, Sam Shuhan.
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FRANCISCO VILA, 
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the chance to meet & hear Francisco in live 
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July 30, 2005: Cameron in his debut at Disney Hall with iPalpiti and Maestro 
Schmieder as a soloist in the SAME Poulenc Concerto!

AZER DAMIROV (iPalpiti since 2009) 
was invited by the Ministry of Culture to 
be a featured artist at the annual National 
Music Festival in Baku, Azerbaijan.

At the final concert at the Greystone Mansion, the soloists played their heart out in their favorite selections from the Festival’s repertoire, including Kreisler’s violin 
duet arrangements, Auerbach’s “Tryptich” Piano Trio, Andante from Brahms Piano Quartet, “Drums” from Ripper Piano Quintet and Dvorak String Quintet.
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celebrating birthdays of 
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& benefactor 
Mr. Thomas Dengler
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Soka Performing Arts 
Center

Concert at the Encinitas St. Andrews Church
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Dear Friends and Music Aficionados: 
The 21st iPalpiti Festival - another season with comments such as “you outdid yourself” and the annual “best 
ever” - ended with hugs & new friendships as musicians went to their countries on to other summer projects. 
From a spectacular Opening Gala Night at the Music Center’s Walt Disney Concert Hall, presenting a program 
of rare beauty and majesty of Bach, Webern, Tchaikovsky & Mussorgsky, ending with a b-day cake rolling out 
on stage for Maestro’s 70th, entire audience of 1600+ joining in Happy Birthday tune, the fun and great music-
making continued in all following concerts and events. 

Congratulations to all iPalpitians and HEARTFELT THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS AND AUDIENCES! 

iPalpiti Artists International is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. FIN 95-4618040

OPUS

41
DEDICATED TO THE ARTISTIC CAREER ADVANCEMENT OF EXCEPTIONALLY GIFTED YOUNG PROFESSIONAL 
MUSICIANS AND TO THE PROMOTION OF PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING THROUGH MUSIC.

iPALPITI ARTISTS INTERNATIONAL, INC.

SEMI -ANNUAL
NEWSLETTER
FALL 2018

IN BETWEEN...
NOVEMBER 11, 2018 7:30PM
Cellist KIAN SOLTANI (iPalpiti 2009-2012)
Soloist in Strauss’ Don Quixote 
with Maestro Daniel Barenboim &
West-Eastern Divan Orchestra 
Music Center’s Walt Disney Concert Hall

NOVEMBER 16, 8PM & NOVEMBER 18, 2PM 
Organist CAMERON CARPENTER (2005 debut with iPalpiti at 
Walt Disney Concert Hall)
Soloist with LA Philharmonic in
Poulenc Concerto & Saint-Saens “Organ” Symphony 
Music Center’s Walt Disney Concert Hall

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 7:30PM*
Pianist JACOPO GIACOPUZZI & Cellist GEORGY GUSEV
The Russian Wave (Rachmaniov, Shostakovich, Kapustin)
Home of Gary Poon | Scripps Ranch, San Diego

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 7:00PM*
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 7:00PM*
Cellist FRANCISCO VILA
Bach & Latkes (4th  & 6th nights  of Hanukkah)
Six Suites for Cello Solo: 3 suites each evening
Home of Jonathan Steinberg & Dr. Buf C. Meyer | Los Angeles

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 6:00PM
SVETLANA SMOLINA (iPalpiti 2011-2016)
& CHRISTOPHER O’RILEY play two pianos at LACMA’s
Sundays Live!

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2:00PM*
Annual HOLIDAY APPRECIATION PARTY
Once a year, NO AGENDA for Board members, Benefactors, 
Volunteers
Home of Eduard &  Laura Schmieder | Hollywood Hills

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019, 5:00PM*
Annual BENEFACTORS TRIBUTE 
Invitations will be mailed | Los Angeles

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 3:00PM* 
Cellist FRANCISCO VILA & FRIENDS
Rare selections for cello/guitar/voice
Home of Dr. & Mrs. Michael Borookhim | Century City

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2019, 7:00PM*
FRANCISCO VILA & FRIENDS
iPalpiti MUSICALES in NEW YORK (presented since 2007)
Home of Susan & Charles Avery Fisher | New York 

SATURDAY, MAY 18, 2019, 7:00PM*
Violinist AZER DAMIROV & Violist ADELYA SHAGIDULLINA
iPalpiti MUSICALES in Los Angeles (ongoing as scheduled)
Location TBA

…& more as announced

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, JULY 20, 2019
Festival Grand Finale at Walt Disney Concert Hall

*All private events are by invitation only. 
Inquire at info@iPalpiti.org or call 310.205.0511
Visit www.iPalpiti.org for Invitations/RSVP/Host locations

HONORARY PRESIDENTS
Ida Haendel, CBE
Eduard Schmieder

Lord Yehudi Menuhin,
Founding Member, In Memoriam

ARTISTIC ADVISORS
Vladimir Ashkenazy
Julius Berger
Yefim Bronfman
Martin Chalifour
Lynn Harrell
Gary Karr
Gidon Kremer
Cho-Liang Lin
Wynton Marsalis
Igor Oistrakh
Menachem Pressler
Vadim Repin
Ruggiero Ricci†
Angel Romero

DIRECTOR
Laura Schmieder

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jonathan Steinberg, Chairman
Ada Sands, Vice Chair
Mary Levin Cutler, 

Founding Chairman
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Vice Chair East Coast
Theodore Bikel†

ADVISORY BOARD
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Monte M. Lemann II, Esq.
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The Schloss Group of Merrill Lynch
Wanda Presburger, 

Community Liaison
Anna Volkoff, CPA
Hon. Zev Yaroslavsky
Jim Gilliam, Arts Administrator,

City of Encinitas

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL
DIRECTORS, INT’L COMPETITIONS
Kaija Saariketu, Finland
Count Yvan de Launoit, Belgium
Agnes Maria Schilling, Germany
Mihai Constantinescu, Romania

†deceased
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FESTIVAL
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22ND ANNUAL

CELEBRATION continued with a post-Disney concert gala at the BP Hall

LA County  Supervisor Sheila Kuehl’s commendations were presented to all iPalpiti musicians by Chairman  Jonathan  Steinberg (center)

World dancing in honor of  musicians’ countries included Bavarian ensemble 
and Tango champions with iPalpitians Sami (Argentina) & Sam (USA) playing.

L-R: Roman & Yana Shukman (Gala Chair), staff Alex & Katya, and volunteers
Sima Goldberg & Alla Feldman

L-R: Benefactors Herb & Annette Wolas, Ciril & Thereza Verboon(Gala Co-Chair), 
Paul Williams & Leslie Berger
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