
Dear Friends and Music Aficionados: 
I am pleased to report that our 20th annual iPalpiti Festival was EXCEPTIONAL, and the following tour to Salzburg’s 
Mozarteum produced memorable and super successful performances. The Austrians STOOD UP(!) and demanded 
numerous encores. The leitmotif comment “this one is the best ever!” – which we hear EVERY year – only challenges us for 
the seasons to come. Thank you for your patronage - it could not have happened without our audience and supporters. In 
this post-festival Opus, we share with you the feature LA Times dedicated to our 20th season and the mementos from this 
summer. Enjoy!
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FESTIVAL
JULY 1O-27 
2O16

18TH ANNUAL

IN BETWEEN...
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2017  7:00 PM
Pavel Šporcl & his BLUE VIOLIN
at the Hollywood Hills “Moroccan” home of Sari Zelikowsky

Pavel Šporcl played an impressive solo program of Bach, Ysaÿe, 
Paganini, his own Czech Anthem virtuoso variations, and Gypsy 
improvisations for iPalpiti patrons, the Czechoslovak Society of 
Arts and Sciences members, and friends in a “Moroccan” home 
in the Hollywood Hills. The special surprise was the appearance 
of Miss Nations of the World California Ambassador Lauren Dani. 
In the photo, L-R: host Sari Zelikowsky, Benefactor Dr. Bernard 
Franklin, Miss Nations Lauren Dani, Pavel Šporcl & his blue violin, 
Benefactors Annette & Herb Wolas.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2017  6:00 PM
“Broadcast” screening of selections from the 2017
Grand Finale Concert at Disney Hall & Mozarteum Salzburg
Hillcrest Country Club 
Hosted by iPalpiti founding Chair Mary Levin Cutler for 
Benefactors & Special Friends

NOVEMBER 19 - DECEMBER 2, 2017
iPalpiti’s next destination: ISRAEL!
iPalpiti orchestra, under the direction of 
Maestro Eduard Schmieder, will be in residence at the famous 
kibbutz Keshet Eilon Music Center in the Northern Galilee, 
continuing with eight concerts in all major cities and venues, 
including Tel Aviv Museum of the Arts and YMCA Jerusalem.
Come to Keshet to vacation with iPalpiti! Call: 310.205.0511

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2017  3:00PM
In collaboration with and under the auspices of
Consul General of Azerbaijan Nasimi Aghayev
Azer Damirov, violin/iPalpiti alumnus
& Cem Oslu, piano
Performing Azerbaijani Mugam &
Romantic Classics
Home of Ada Sands, Brentwood

iPalpiti Musicales in New York 
Presented in New York at the home of
Susan and Charles Avery Fisher since 2007
MONDAY, JANUARY 29, 2018  7:00PM
iPalpiti alumni to share music & impact of their 
Argentina’s New Docta Festival
Sami Merdinian, violin
Yves Dharamraj, cello
& Solange Merdinian, Mezzo-Soprano

APRIL
Day/Artist(s) TBA

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!...until next celebration with iPalpiti 
in 2018!

*All private events are by invitation only. 
Inquire at info@iPalpiti.org or call 310.205.0511
Visit www.iPalpiti.org for Invitations/RSVP/Host locations

Mozart Sinfonia Concertante was divine with 
featured soloists violinist Samuel Nebyu and 
iPalpiti alumnus violist Juan-Miguel Hernandez 
(who also played as an iPalpiti member in the 
Salzburg concerts).
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Inside [iPalpiti’s] Century City office are posters from several years of the iPalpiti Festival of International Laureates, the annual showcase for young-
adult musicians Laura Schmieder and her husband, Eduard, founded 20 years ago. One poster for the concert of the 2005 festival at Disney Hall shows 
photos of the iPalpiti orchestra, Eduard Schmieder, who is the orchestra’s conductor and music director, and a young man in dark glasses, a long black 
coat… “That’s Cameron,” she says. As in Cameron Carpenter, the star organist that Times music critic Mark Swed has called “astoundingly original” and 
“full of joy and daring.”  …Laura Schmieder recalls of Carpenter’s audition at the Juilliard School in New York  for that festival. “After he played a few 
bars, Eduard turned to me and said, `We take him.’ It was such an explosion of talent.” …Since its founding in 1997 as Young Artists International by the 
Schmieders, the orchestra, festival and musical-talent network known as iPalpiti since 2008, has fostered the careers of 379 musicians from 45 countries.
Reached by phone in Encinitas where the festival began last Thursday, Eduard recalls violinist Karina Canellakis, who made her iPalpiti debut in 2004. 
Canellakis leads the L.A. Philharmonic on Aug. 8 at the Hollywood Bowl …, returning in April to conduct the L.A. Chamber Orchestra. “Karina was 
very musical with a lot of intellect, which helps to become a conductor,” Eduard says.   Carpenter and Canellakis, as well as pianist Valentina Lisitsa and 
crossover violinist David Garrett, are just some of the talents who got their start with iPalpiti (Italian for “heartbeats”).
… the full iPalpiti string orchestra … typically draws connoisseurs of the ensemble’s precision, warmth and intensity, as well as those curious to see 
emerging young professionals. This year’s festival features 23 musicians from 18 countries, including six concertmasters from international orchestras. 
Some of them return, Laura said, because they see iPalpiti as a rejuvenating experience. …Along with returning veterans, the ensemble’s younger players 
— 21 and up — are indeed laureates, prizewinners who need the right platform to help them toward the next career step. “We take care of these young 
people who have dedicated their lives to the tradition of classical music,” Eduard says. From May to August, Eduard will have participated in 10 festivals 
in seven countries, including a second invitation to conduct the iPalpiti Orchestra at the Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria. “I never go for famous,” Eduard 
says. “I go for talent... I listen for honesty and positive emotional energy  in performance.”
Conductor Schmieder, a Russian-trained violinist who is also director of strings at Temple University’s Boyer College of Music in Philadelphia, says 
he’s especially proud that iPalpiti is a nonprofit organization. “The great violinist and humanitarian Yehudi Menuhin helped get us off to a good start by 
lending us his name,” he says. “Maybe I’m naive, but…if people supported each other, there would be peace.”
The orchestra’s Disney Hall program on July 29 includes Mozart’s Adagio and Fugue in C minor… Sinfonia Concertante … and the Beethoven-Mahler 
Quartetto “Serioso.” Eduard says the program “starts with tragedy and ends with sunshine,” adding that the encores, announced from the stage, will be 
“very unusual.”
While the L.A.-based couple share the joy of fostering gifted musicians, it is Laura who had to become a Jill-of-all-trades. She handles iPalpiti’s chamber 
music programming (Eduard takes care of the orchestral side) and everything else, from visa problems to lost instruments. “Because of her administrative 
abilities, it’s sometimes easy to forget that Laura is a first-rate music coach and teacher who has done some transformative things in chamber music,” 
says iPalpiti chairman Jonathan Steinberg. “She’s a big presence.”  Over the years, Laura says iPalpiti has been “very choosy” about what they perform. 
“Musicians take notice of our programming,” she says. “It has to be music that moves you.”  On July 30, the festival concludes at LACMA’s Bing Theater 
with Ernest Chausson’s seldom-performed Concerto in D for Violin, Piano and String Quartet. “I waited 20 years to put this piece on a program,” Laura 
says. “It’s massive, so you need the right group, the right combination.”
Although Eduard demurred when asked about highlights of the past 20 years, Laura offered this: “For me, the ensemble’s first rehearsal is always the 
highlight,” she says. “After handling so many logistics to make the festival possible, I say I’ll never do it again. Then I hear the sound they immediately 
make and think, It was worth it.”

Festival Grand Finale at Walt Disney Concert Hall

Well-deserved standing ovation.

FESTIVAL 
SPONSORS

Post-concert reception at the Founders Hall: 
<< iPalpiti Artists with Benefactors and the Board

iPalpiti concertmaster Peter Rainer with board 
members of the Ernest Lieblich Foundation.

iPalpiti fest beats strong: Stellar showcase of elite young musicians turns 20

iPalpiti 2005, soloist Cameron Carpenter performed Poulenc 
Organ Concerto.

Post-concert: Maestro Schmieder, Cameron, Helena & Stanley 
Kolodziey, Mrs & Mr. Shinoda of Nakamichi Foundation.

Salzburg, Mozarteum: August 13-17, 2017

Final goodbyes.Concert 2: Alumnus violist Juan-Miguel 
Hernandez & violinist Samuel Nebyu 
were featured soloists in Mozart`s 
Sinfonia Concertante.

Post-concert dinner at the famous 
Sternbräu

Concert 1 featured renowned baritone 
Wolfgang Holzmair in Schubert songs, in 
a special orchestral arrangement by Sergei 
Dreznin

iPalpiti in Salzburg was underwritten by iPalpiti Chairman Jonathan Steinberg & Dr. Buf C. Meyer
and the following supporters:

Anonymous, Joyce & Aubrey Chernick,  Lisa & Gary Foster, Nathan Frankel, Dr. Bernard Franklin, Thomas Dengler, 
Michael Gendler & Jessica Teich, David & Kiki Gindler, Ann Leonard, Nancy Scanlan, Trudy & Herman Zillgen.
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IN THE NEWS: ALUMNI

FESTIVAL
ORCHESTRAL 
ENSEMBLE 2O17

20TH ANNUAL

MUSIC DIRECTOR & 
CONDUCTOR 
Eduard Schmieder

VIOLINS
Peter Rainer †
Germany

Stephanie Appelhans*
Germany

Davide de Ascaniis
Italy

Conrad Chow
Canada

Kreeta-Julia Heikkilä
Finland

Noco Kawamura
Japan

Gyehee Kim**
Korea

Peter Mezo*
Hungary

Samuel Nebyu**
Hungary

Semyon Promoe
Germany

Kazuhiro Takagi**
Japan

Irakli Tsadaia
Georgia

VIOLAS
Victor de Almeida*
Australia-Brazil-USA

Juan-Miguel Hernandez**
Canada 

Joseph Kauffman
USA

Alexandr Kislitsyn
Russia

Can Sakul
Turkey

VIOLONCELLI
Ofer Canetti*
Israel

Jaani Helander
Finland

Gundula Leitner
Austria

Francisco Vila*
Ecuador

BASS
Mariechen Meyer
Republic of South Africa

PIANO
Jacopo Giacopuzzi*
Italy

*Soloists in Encinitas festival
**iPalpiti Featured Soloists
†concertmaster

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS, DEDICATED AND NEW.
iPalpiti performances and programs have won unanimous praise around the world. Starting a 3rd decade, we 
must work towards our long-term sustainability.  Help iPalpiti continue our commitment to talented young 
classical professional musicians, and to our community. PLEASE DONATE NOW AT iPalpiti.org

THANK YOU TO THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
FOR ITS CONTINUING SUPPORT

VOLUNTEERS

The Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. 
Deutsch Foundation produces 
video recordings of our annual 
Disney Hall concerts, offered 
free to Patrons and above. To 
purchase a DVD ($18), please 
call (310) 205-0511.

Concert at Rolling Hills UMC: Gyehee Kim, First Prize Winner of 
the Enescu International Violin Competition & Special iPalpiti Prize 
recipient, was featured as a soloist in Schubert’s Rondo in A.

WANT TO BE A BOARD MEMBER ?  CALL: 310.205.0511 or EMAIL INFO@iPALPITI.ORG
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KMNB Media Group/
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November, 2016 –October, 2017

Every effort has been made to ensure
the accuracy of this list. Any omissions
are sincerely regretted.

Jeri Abernathy
Linda Bame
Alla Feldman/ 
    WHCHC
    Residents
Jane Flores

Lee & Amy Kim
Lily Lau
Esther Lebovich
Dolly Munitz
Florence Nakao
Jimmy Ngo 

Sean Quinlivan 
Dana Ross/ 
    Photography
Eduard Schwan
Chad Taylor

Cindy Brynan, Sara Scrimshaw
Art & Culture Community Services Department

Lili Bosse
Mayor, City of Beverly Hills
Councilmembers, City of Beverly Hills

iPalpiti alumni violinist Sami Merdinian & cellist Yves Dharamraj, co-founders of the New 
Docta Festival in Cordoba, Argentina – in their 5th season outreached 1500 children, 
pictured here at the Teatro del Libertador San Martín, with fellow musicians from NY. Eduard 
& Laura Schmieder visited as special guests, with Maestro giving a master class and serving as 
a member of the jury for New Docta International Competition.

iPalpiti’s FIRST singer, Latonia Moore, was featured in 1999! 
We knew then she was destined to succeed. The next year, she 
won the Met Young Artists Auditions. In 2012, Opera News 
Magazine wrote: “...There are so few sopranos who seem 
able to lay claim to the Italian repertoire that there is bound 
to be plenty of excitement when one breaks through. That 
happened when Latonia Moore made an unexpected debut 
at the Metropolitan Opera, filling in for an indisposed Violeta 
Urmana in the title role of Aida. Moore has a gleaming 
spinto sound, with thrilling cut, a wide range of vocal colors 
and a stunning pianissimo... is a born stage performer.” The 
New York Times review added further praise: “she received 
an ecstatic ovation…her voice was radiant, plush and sizable 
at its best, with gleaming top notes that broke through the 
chorus and orchestra …Moore has enormous potential.” With 
52 records and Askonas Holt management, she finished this 
season as Aida at the English National Opera, where iPalpiti 
Chairman Jonathan Steinberg heard her in early October.

Karina Canellakis leads a full Askonas Holt line-up in their debut with the 
Orquesta y Coro Nacionales de España performing Rachmaninov’s choral 
masterpiece, The Bells. Since the start of the season, Karina has had her 
BBC Proms debut, her debut with the Rundfunk Sinfonieorchester Berlin 
and a re-invitation to Opernhaus Zurich for a production of Mozart’s Die 
Zauberflöte. After Madrid, she has her debut with the Iceland Symphony 
Orchestra before returning to her hometown of New York. In August, she 
was conducting the LA Phil at the Hollywood Bowl and, in April 2018, she 
returns to LA to conduct LACO.

The iPalpiti orchestra held residency in the City of Beverly 
Hills, with daily rehearsals at the Municipal Gallery. 
Rehearsals are FUN.

The festival opened in Encinitas (iPalpiti’s 6th season in this welcoming 
oceanside community), featuring six happy soloists.

Greystone Mansion concert 

Israeli cellist Ofer Canetti with his 
sponsor, Mr. Roger Berg

Concerts at LACMA: July 23 & 30
Jacopo Giacopuzzi & 
Gyehee Kim in solo 
recital

Illustrous alumni Kazuhiro 
Takagi & Juan-Miguel 
Hernandez opened with 
the Haendel-Halvorsen 
Passacaglia, followed by 
Chausson Concerto for 
Violin, Piano &  String 
Quartet. -->

iPalpiti alumni (1994-1997) violinist Yevgenia Pikovsky 
and violist Dmitri Ratush are principals of the Israel 
Philharmonic and are a power music couple in Israel. 
Married as students while studying with Prof. Schmieder 
in Dallas, they were among the “original” members of 
iPalpiti. On October 30th, they complete the IPO tour of 
the US at the Walt Disney Concert Hall. Returning to their 
home, BOTH take two weeks from IPO to join iPalpiti 
on our tour to Israel!

Laura introducing musicians - all 23 one by oneA moving performance of the 
Rachmaninov Trio was deeply appreciated

Backstage keyboard warm-up

Post-concert congrats from fellow iPalpitians

PLEASE CONSIDER iPALPITI IN YOUR END-OF-THE-YEAR GIVING. DONATE ONLINE: www.ipalpiti.org/Donate or DETACH and MAIL the FORM BELOW
When we present young artists in iPalpiti programs, we cover ALL expenses ( international travel, hotel, meals, local, transportation, venues) and give awards. 
We produce memorable annual brochures listing every sponsor and each artist’s photo and bio.

• 100% of your contribution goes toward supporting exceptional prize-winning young professional classical musicians from around the world, promoting peace 
and understanding through music.

• Donations of appreciated stock can help both you and iPalpiti. You will receive a receipt for the value of stock, while avoiding taxes on the capital gains. 
Please consult your tax advisor for further information or contact info@ipalpiti.org for donation instructions.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- please detach and mail this portion with your donation --------------------------------------------------------------
Donations of $50 and above qualify for Partnership Benefits at the levels listed on the Donors Page.

 $3,000 + “Adopt” an Artist (Award, Lodging & Travel)  $1,800 provides housing for 1 musician during the festival
 $500 provides 25 tickets for local and disadvantaged students  $160 provides lunch for 1 musician during the festival
 $104 provides breakfast for 1 musician during the festival  $50 provides a string set for 1 musician
 $_______________ Any amount makes an impact  $___________ In Honor Of________________________________________

Name ____________________________________ Email ___________________________________ Tel:(h) _________________________ Tel:(wk) _____________________

 Check enclosed (Please make checks payable to iPalpiti Artists International )  or   Cash  or  Please charge my  Visa   MC   Amex

Donation Amount $____________________

Card# _____________________________________________________ Exp Date ___________________

Billing Address ___________________________________________________________________ City __________________________________ Zip Code ______________
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Gabriel Danovitch
Stephen Ehrlich
Dr. Jim Eninger
Kathleen Fitzgerald
Lorna Gallegos
Robert Gerstein & Jane Rubin
Arthur Gilbert
Dr. Jay & Marjorie Goldsmith
Thomas Goldstein
Stephen Goodman
Stefanie Hahmann
Lynne Hayashi
John Herzog
Leslie Hogan
Andrew & Halina Jagoda
Perla Karney
Barry & Lisa Kay
Drs. Guita Balakhane
     & Mehran Khorsandi
Esfir Lebovich
Mrs. Ann Leonard

Arnold & Judy Liebman
Daniel Lowenstein
Fabio Madonna
Curt McCombs
Neil McManus
Michael Meyers
Dr. Lana Milton
Frank Moore
Bradley O’Leary
Nancy & Harris Oliff
Carolyn & Edward Parrish
Eric & Marilyn Roberts
Howard & Katherine Sands
Harold Schloss
Joseph Shalant
Hiromi Sharp
Gloria Shulman
Fred & Sonia Silverstein
Dr. Charles & Brenda Solomon
Princess Marina Sturdza
Joseph Tartakovsky
The Grace Scherrer Foundation
Judy F. Thum
Barbara van Orden
Thereza Verboon
Osvaldo Humberto Viveros
Julia Webber
Susan & Dr. Edward Wollin
Georgeann Wyatt
Katherine D. Young-Murphy
Sari Zelikovsky
Debra & Mike Zeiden

ASSOCIATES $75 AND UNDER
Robert & Shirley Bailiff
Sophia Balakrishnan
Anzhey Barantsevich
Victor Bardack
Elya Baskin
Irina Bess
Richard Blumenberg
Felix Braginskiy
Marilyn Bruno
Julia Butler
Brooks Cochran
Earle Crandall
Yelena Dasova
Linnea Eades
Marcia Ehrlich
Diane Eisenman
Phil Favelikus
Samuel N. Fersht
Lana Geyber

Robert Hoffland
Marina Ingman
Judith Collas
Loyd Kenworthy
Sara Kinder
Loong Kong
Valeriy Lumelskiy
Tamara Masco
Gayane Mrkrtchyan
Milena Nalbandyan
Tatiana Prisman
Ray Roulette
Daniela Roveda
Marilyn Schmitt
Adrienne Short
Bella Shoykhet
Kevin So
George Sofer
Dr. Simon Solingen
Ronald Somer
Princess Marina Sturdza
Sumiko Ueki
Irene Wainwrite
James Walding
Aaron Wirekoon

IN KIND
City of Beverly Hills
City of Encinitas
Thomas Backer, Ph.D.
Dr. Ludmila & Fred Bess/Host
Conroy’s North Hollywood/
 Jaime Castellanos
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Lynne Hayashi/office support
Kawai America Corporation
KMNB Media Group/

 Eugene Levin
Lyric Culture/Hanna Solomon
Rolling Hills United Methodist Church
Performing Arts LIVE/

 Mike Napoli
Dana Ross Photography
Sands & Associates
Harold Schloss/IT support
Yana & Roman Shukman/
 events support
Tricia Smith/ Host
TOPA Management
Thereza Verboon/Host
Anna Volkoff, CPA
Anne & Vladimir Volokh/Host

LEO FRANKEL FUND

$1,800+
Joyce & Aubrey Chernick
Thomas Dengler
Nathan Frankel
David Wiener

$1,000+
Laura & Eduard Schmieder
Jonathan Steinberg
Dale Seltzer
Herb & Annette Wolas

$500+
Drs. Sandra & Charles Aronberg
Victor and Sherry Bardack
Roger Berg
Mary Bergman-Rallis
Bernard Franklin
Jonathan Kaufelt & Holly Corn
Jay & Faina Geller Lite
Harold & Leni Schloss
Hugh & Barbara Smith
Albert Sweet
Steve Taub
Victor Vollhardt

$250+
Ian L. Brooks
Mary Levin Cutler
Diane Deshong
EMC Partners LLC
Gabriel L. Eshaghian
Fabio Madonna
Barbara van Orden
Judge Harold Shabo
Debra & Mike Zeiden

$150 AND UNDER
Jim & Lee Cavanaugh
Carolyn Freed
Fred Manaster
Abraham & Nancy Willinger

November, 2016 –October, 2017

Every effort has been made to ensure
the accuracy of this list. Any omissions
are sincerely regretted.

Jeri Abernathy
Linda Bame
Alla Feldman/ 
    WHCHC
    Residents
Jane Flores

Lee & Amy Kim
Lily Lau
Esther Lebovich
Dolly Munitz
Florence Nakao
Jimmy Ngo 

Sean Quinlivan 
Dana Ross/ 
    Photography
Eduard Schwan
Chad Taylor

Cindy Brynan, Sara Scrimshaw
Art & Culture Community Services Department

Lili Bosse
Mayor, City of Beverly Hills
Councilmembers, City of Beverly Hills

iPalpiti alumni violinist Sami Merdinian & cellist Yves Dharamraj, co-founders of the New 
Docta Festival in Cordoba, Argentina – in their 5th season outreached 1500 children, 
pictured here at the Teatro del Libertador San Martín, with fellow musicians from NY. Eduard 
& Laura Schmieder visited as special guests, with Maestro giving a master class and serving as 
a member of the jury for New Docta International Competition.

iPalpiti’s FIRST singer, Latonia Moore, was featured in 1999! 
We knew then she was destined to succeed. The next year, she 
won the Met Young Artists Auditions. In 2012, Opera News 
Magazine wrote: “...There are so few sopranos who seem 
able to lay claim to the Italian repertoire that there is bound 
to be plenty of excitement when one breaks through. That 
happened when Latonia Moore made an unexpected debut 
at the Metropolitan Opera, filling in for an indisposed Violeta 
Urmana in the title role of Aida. Moore has a gleaming 
spinto sound, with thrilling cut, a wide range of vocal colors 
and a stunning pianissimo... is a born stage performer.” The 
New York Times review added further praise: “she received 
an ecstatic ovation…her voice was radiant, plush and sizable 
at its best, with gleaming top notes that broke through the 
chorus and orchestra …Moore has enormous potential.” With 
52 records and Askonas Holt management, she finished this 
season as Aida at the English National Opera, where iPalpiti 
Chairman Jonathan Steinberg heard her in early October.

Karina Canellakis leads a full Askonas Holt line-up in their debut with the 
Orquesta y Coro Nacionales de España performing Rachmaninov’s choral 
masterpiece, The Bells. Since the start of the season, Karina has had her 
BBC Proms debut, her debut with the Rundfunk Sinfonieorchester Berlin 
and a re-invitation to Opernhaus Zurich for a production of Mozart’s Die 
Zauberflöte. After Madrid, she has her debut with the Iceland Symphony 
Orchestra before returning to her hometown of New York. In August, she 
was conducting the LA Phil at the Hollywood Bowl and, in April 2018, she 
returns to LA to conduct LACO.

The iPalpiti orchestra held residency in the City of Beverly 
Hills, with daily rehearsals at the Municipal Gallery. 
Rehearsals are FUN.

The festival opened in Encinitas (iPalpiti’s 6th season in this welcoming 
oceanside community), featuring six happy soloists.

Greystone Mansion concert 

Israeli cellist Ofer Canetti with his 
sponsor, Mr. Roger Berg

Concerts at LACMA: July 23 & 30
Jacopo Giacopuzzi & 
Gyehee Kim in solo 
recital

Illustrous alumni Kazuhiro 
Takagi & Juan-Miguel 
Hernandez opened with 
the Haendel-Halvorsen 
Passacaglia, followed by 
Chausson Concerto for 
Violin, Piano &  String 
Quartet. -->

iPalpiti alumni (1994-1997) violinist Yevgenia Pikovsky 
and violist Dmitri Ratush are principals of the Israel 
Philharmonic and are a power music couple in Israel. 
Married as students while studying with Prof. Schmieder 
in Dallas, they were among the “original” members of 
iPalpiti. On October 30th, they complete the IPO tour of 
the US at the Walt Disney Concert Hall. Returning to their 
home, BOTH take two weeks from IPO to join iPalpiti 
on our tour to Israel!

Laura introducing musicians - all 23 one by oneA moving performance of the 
Rachmaninov Trio was deeply appreciated

Backstage keyboard warm-up

Post-concert congrats from fellow iPalpitians

PLEASE CONSIDER iPALPITI IN YOUR END-OF-THE-YEAR GIVING. DONATE ONLINE: www.ipalpiti.org/Donate or DETACH and MAIL the FORM BELOW
When we present young artists in iPalpiti programs, we cover ALL expenses ( international travel, hotel, meals, local, transportation, venues) and give awards. 
We produce memorable annual brochures listing every sponsor and each artist’s photo and bio.

• 100% of your contribution goes toward supporting exceptional prize-winning young professional classical musicians from around the world, promoting peace 
and understanding through music.

• Donations of appreciated stock can help both you and iPalpiti. You will receive a receipt for the value of stock, while avoiding taxes on the capital gains. 
Please consult your tax advisor for further information or contact info@ipalpiti.org for donation instructions.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- please detach and mail this portion with your donation --------------------------------------------------------------
Donations of $50 and above qualify for Partnership Benefits at the levels listed on the Donors Page.

 $3,000 + “Adopt” an Artist (Award, Lodging & Travel)  $1,800 provides housing for 1 musician during the festival
 $500 provides 25 tickets for local and disadvantaged students  $160 provides lunch for 1 musician during the festival
 $104 provides breakfast for 1 musician during the festival  $50 provides a string set for 1 musician
 $_______________ Any amount makes an impact  $___________ In Honor Of________________________________________

Name ____________________________________ Email ___________________________________ Tel:(h) _________________________ Tel:(wk) _____________________

 Check enclosed (Please make checks payable to iPalpiti Artists International )  or   Cash  or  Please charge my  Visa   MC   Amex

Donation Amount $____________________

Card# _____________________________________________________ Exp Date ___________________

Billing Address ___________________________________________________________________ City __________________________________ Zip Code ______________



Dear Friends and Music Aficionados: 
I am pleased to report that our 20th annual iPalpiti Festival was EXCEPTIONAL, and the following tour to Salzburg’s 
Mozarteum produced memorable and super successful performances. The Austrians STOOD UP(!) and demanded 
numerous encores. The leitmotif comment “this one is the best ever!” – which we hear EVERY year – only challenges us for 
the seasons to come. Thank you for your patronage - it could not have happened without our audience and supporters. In 
this post-festival Opus, we share with you the feature LA Times dedicated to our 20th season and the mementos from this 
summer. Enjoy!

iPalpiti Artists International is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. FIN 95-4618040

OPUS
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FESTIVAL
JULY 1O-27 
2O16

18TH ANNUAL

IN BETWEEN...
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2017  7:00 PM
Pavel Šporcl & his BLUE VIOLIN
at the Hollywood Hills “Moroccan” home of Sari Zelikowsky

Pavel Šporcl played an impressive solo program of Bach, Ysaÿe, 
Paganini, his own Czech Anthem virtuoso variations, and Gypsy 
improvisations for iPalpiti patrons, the Czechoslovak Society of 
Arts and Sciences members, and friends in a “Moroccan” home 
in the Hollywood Hills. The special surprise was the appearance 
of Miss Nations of the World California Ambassador Lauren Dani. 
In the photo, L-R: host Sari Zelikowsky, Benefactor Dr. Bernard 
Franklin, Miss Nations Lauren Dani, Pavel Šporcl & his blue violin, 
Benefactors Annette & Herb Wolas.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2017  6:00 PM
“Broadcast” screening of selections from the 2017
Grand Finale Concert at Disney Hall & Mozarteum Salzburg
Hillcrest Country Club 
Hosted by iPalpiti founding Chair Mary Levin Cutler for 
Benefactors & Special Friends

NOVEMBER 19 - DECEMBER 2, 2017
iPalpiti’s next destination: ISRAEL!
iPalpiti orchestra, under the direction of 
Maestro Eduard Schmieder, will be in residence at the famous 
kibbutz Keshet Eilon Music Center in the Northern Galilee, 
continuing with eight concerts in all major cities and venues, 
including Tel Aviv Museum of the Arts and YMCA Jerusalem.
Come to Keshet to vacation with iPalpiti! Call: 310.205.0511

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2017  3:00PM
In collaboration with and under the auspices of
Consul General of Azerbaijan Nasimi Aghayev
Azer Damirov, violin/iPalpiti alumnus
& Cem Oslu, piano
Performing Azerbaijani Mugam &
Romantic Classics
Home of Ada Sands, Brentwood

iPalpiti Musicales in New York 
Presented in New York at the home of
Susan and Charles Avery Fisher since 2007
MONDAY, JANUARY 29, 2018  7:00PM
iPalpiti alumni to share music & impact of their 
Argentina’s New Docta Festival
Sami Merdinian, violin
Yves Dharamraj, cello
& Solange Merdinian, Mezzo-Soprano

APRIL
Day/Artist(s) TBA

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!...until next celebration with iPalpiti 
in 2018!

*All private events are by invitation only. 
Inquire at info@iPalpiti.org or call 310.205.0511
Visit www.iPalpiti.org for Invitations/RSVP/Host locations

Mozart Sinfonia Concertante was divine with 
featured soloists violinist Samuel Nebyu and 
iPalpiti alumnus violist Juan-Miguel Hernandez 
(who also played as an iPalpiti member in the 
Salzburg concerts).

HONORARY PRESIDENTS
Ida Haendel, CBE
Eduard Schmieder

Lord Yehudi Menuhin,
Founding Member, In Memoriam

ARTISTIC ADVISORS
Vladimir Ashkenazy
Julius Berger
Yefim Bronfman
Martin Chalifour
Lynn Harrell
Gary Karr
Gidon Kremer
Cho-Liang Lin
Wynton Marsalis
Igor Oistrakh
Menachem Pressler
Vadim Repin
Ruggiero Ricci†
Angel Romero

DIRECTOR
Laura Schmieder

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jonathan Steinberg, Chairman
Ada Sands, Vice Chair
Mary Levin Cutler, 

Founding Chairman
Hernando Courtright, 

Vice Chair East Coast
Theodore Bikel†

ADVISORY BOARD
Thomas Backer, Ph.D
Dr. Jim Eninger
Nathan Frankel
Monte M. Lemann II, Esq.
Harold Schloss,
The Schloss Group of Merrill Lynch
Wanda Presburger, 

Community Liaison
Anna Volkoff, CPA
Hon. Zev Yaroslavsky
Jim Gilliam, Arts Administrator,

City of Encinitas

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL
DIRECTORS, INT’L COMPETITIONS
Kaija Saariketu, Finland
Count Yvan de Launoit, Belgium
Agnes Maria Schilling, Germany
Mihai Constantinescu, Romania

†deceased

1900 Avenue of the Stars
Suite 1880
Los Angeles, CA 90067
Tel: 310.205.0511
Fax: 323.969.8742
Email: info@iPalpiti.org
www.iPalpiti.org

Rick Schultz | July 19, 2017 | Read full feature: http://www.ipalpiti.org/ipalpiti-fest-beats-strong-los-angeles-times-july-19-2017

Inside [iPalpiti’s] Century City office are posters from several years of the iPalpiti Festival of International Laureates, the annual showcase for young-
adult musicians Laura Schmieder and her husband, Eduard, founded 20 years ago. One poster for the concert of the 2005 festival at Disney Hall shows 
photos of the iPalpiti orchestra, Eduard Schmieder, who is the orchestra’s conductor and music director, and a young man in dark glasses, a long black 
coat… “That’s Cameron,” she says. As in Cameron Carpenter, the star organist that Times music critic Mark Swed has called “astoundingly original” and 
“full of joy and daring.”  …Laura Schmieder recalls of Carpenter’s audition at the Juilliard School in New York  for that festival. “After he played a few 
bars, Eduard turned to me and said, `We take him.’ It was such an explosion of talent.” …Since its founding in 1997 as Young Artists International by the 
Schmieders, the orchestra, festival and musical-talent network known as iPalpiti since 2008, has fostered the careers of 379 musicians from 45 countries.
Reached by phone in Encinitas where the festival began last Thursday, Eduard recalls violinist Karina Canellakis, who made her iPalpiti debut in 2004. 
Canellakis leads the L.A. Philharmonic on Aug. 8 at the Hollywood Bowl …, returning in April to conduct the L.A. Chamber Orchestra. “Karina was 
very musical with a lot of intellect, which helps to become a conductor,” Eduard says.   Carpenter and Canellakis, as well as pianist Valentina Lisitsa and 
crossover violinist David Garrett, are just some of the talents who got their start with iPalpiti (Italian for “heartbeats”).
… the full iPalpiti string orchestra … typically draws connoisseurs of the ensemble’s precision, warmth and intensity, as well as those curious to see 
emerging young professionals. This year’s festival features 23 musicians from 18 countries, including six concertmasters from international orchestras. 
Some of them return, Laura said, because they see iPalpiti as a rejuvenating experience. …Along with returning veterans, the ensemble’s younger players 
— 21 and up — are indeed laureates, prizewinners who need the right platform to help them toward the next career step. “We take care of these young 
people who have dedicated their lives to the tradition of classical music,” Eduard says. From May to August, Eduard will have participated in 10 festivals 
in seven countries, including a second invitation to conduct the iPalpiti Orchestra at the Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria. “I never go for famous,” Eduard 
says. “I go for talent... I listen for honesty and positive emotional energy  in performance.”
Conductor Schmieder, a Russian-trained violinist who is also director of strings at Temple University’s Boyer College of Music in Philadelphia, says 
he’s especially proud that iPalpiti is a nonprofit organization. “The great violinist and humanitarian Yehudi Menuhin helped get us off to a good start by 
lending us his name,” he says. “Maybe I’m naive, but…if people supported each other, there would be peace.”
The orchestra’s Disney Hall program on July 29 includes Mozart’s Adagio and Fugue in C minor… Sinfonia Concertante … and the Beethoven-Mahler 
Quartetto “Serioso.” Eduard says the program “starts with tragedy and ends with sunshine,” adding that the encores, announced from the stage, will be 
“very unusual.”
While the L.A.-based couple share the joy of fostering gifted musicians, it is Laura who had to become a Jill-of-all-trades. She handles iPalpiti’s chamber 
music programming (Eduard takes care of the orchestral side) and everything else, from visa problems to lost instruments. “Because of her administrative 
abilities, it’s sometimes easy to forget that Laura is a first-rate music coach and teacher who has done some transformative things in chamber music,” 
says iPalpiti chairman Jonathan Steinberg. “She’s a big presence.”  Over the years, Laura says iPalpiti has been “very choosy” about what they perform. 
“Musicians take notice of our programming,” she says. “It has to be music that moves you.”  On July 30, the festival concludes at LACMA’s Bing Theater 
with Ernest Chausson’s seldom-performed Concerto in D for Violin, Piano and String Quartet. “I waited 20 years to put this piece on a program,” Laura 
says. “It’s massive, so you need the right group, the right combination.”
Although Eduard demurred when asked about highlights of the past 20 years, Laura offered this: “For me, the ensemble’s first rehearsal is always the 
highlight,” she says. “After handling so many logistics to make the festival possible, I say I’ll never do it again. Then I hear the sound they immediately 
make and think, It was worth it.”

Festival Grand Finale at Walt Disney Concert Hall

Well-deserved standing ovation.

FESTIVAL 
SPONSORS

Post-concert reception at the Founders Hall: 
<< iPalpiti Artists with Benefactors and the Board

iPalpiti concertmaster Peter Rainer with board 
members of the Ernest Lieblich Foundation.

iPalpiti fest beats strong: Stellar showcase of elite young musicians turns 20

iPalpiti 2005, soloist Cameron Carpenter performed Poulenc 
Organ Concerto.

Post-concert: Maestro Schmieder, Cameron, Helena & Stanley 
Kolodziey, Mrs & Mr. Shinoda of Nakamichi Foundation.

Salzburg, Mozarteum: August 13-17, 2017

Final goodbyes.Concert 2: Alumnus violist Juan-Miguel 
Hernandez & violinist Samuel Nebyu 
were featured soloists in Mozart`s 
Sinfonia Concertante.

Post-concert dinner at the famous 
Sternbräu

Concert 1 featured renowned baritone 
Wolfgang Holzmair in Schubert songs, in 
a special orchestral arrangement by Sergei 
Dreznin

iPalpiti in Salzburg was underwritten by iPalpiti Chairman Jonathan Steinberg & Dr. Buf C. Meyer
and the following supporters:

Anonymous, Joyce & Aubrey Chernick,  Lisa & Gary Foster, Nathan Frankel, Dr. Bernard Franklin, Thomas Dengler, 
Michael Gendler & Jessica Teich, David & Kiki Gindler, Ann Leonard, Nancy Scanlan, Trudy & Herman Zillgen.



FESTIVAL MEMENTOS

IN THE NEWS: ALUMNI

FESTIVAL
ORCHESTRAL 
ENSEMBLE 2O17

20TH ANNUAL

MUSIC DIRECTOR & 
CONDUCTOR 
Eduard Schmieder

VIOLINS
Peter Rainer †
Germany

Stephanie Appelhans*
Germany

Davide de Ascaniis
Italy

Conrad Chow
Canada

Kreeta-Julia Heikkilä
Finland

Noco Kawamura
Japan

Gyehee Kim**
Korea

Peter Mezo*
Hungary

Samuel Nebyu**
Hungary

Semyon Promoe
Germany

Kazuhiro Takagi**
Japan

Irakli Tsadaia
Georgia

VIOLAS
Victor de Almeida*
Australia-Brazil-USA

Juan-Miguel Hernandez**
Canada 

Joseph Kauffman
USA

Alexandr Kislitsyn
Russia

Can Sakul
Turkey

VIOLONCELLI
Ofer Canetti*
Israel

Jaani Helander
Finland

Gundula Leitner
Austria

Francisco Vila*
Ecuador

BASS
Mariechen Meyer
Republic of South Africa

PIANO
Jacopo Giacopuzzi*
Italy

*Soloists in Encinitas festival
**iPalpiti Featured Soloists
†concertmaster

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS, DEDICATED AND NEW.
iPalpiti performances and programs have won unanimous praise around the world. Starting a 3rd decade, we 
must work towards our long-term sustainability.  Help iPalpiti continue our commitment to talented young 
classical professional musicians, and to our community. PLEASE DONATE NOW AT iPalpiti.org

THANK YOU TO THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
FOR ITS CONTINUING SUPPORT

VOLUNTEERS

The Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. 
Deutsch Foundation produces 
video recordings of our annual 
Disney Hall concerts, offered 
free to Patrons and above. To 
purchase a DVD ($18), please 
call (310) 205-0511.

Concert at Rolling Hills UMC: Gyehee Kim, First Prize Winner of 
the Enescu International Violin Competition & Special iPalpiti Prize 
recipient, was featured as a soloist in Schubert’s Rondo in A.

WANT TO BE A BOARD MEMBER ?  CALL: 310.205.0511 or EMAIL INFO@iPALPITI.ORG

MAESTRO CIRCLE $30,000+
Joyce & Aubrey Chernick 
Ernst Lieblich Foundation
Lloyd Rigler Lawrence E. 
Deutsch Foundation/
 James Rigler, President
Jonathan Steinberg
 & Dr. Buf C. Meyer

LAUREATE CIRCLE $5,000+
Anonymous Foundation
City of Encinitas
Los Angeles County Arts Commission
Mary Levin Cutler
Thomas Dengler
Dr. Bernard Franklin
Michael Gendler
 & Jessica Teich
Celeste van Myers
Ada Sands
Laura & Eduard Schmieder
Judge Harold Shabo

BENEFACTORS $1,000+
Anonymous Foundation
Robert & Deborah Barnes
Roger Berg
Beverly Hills Rotary

  Community Foundation
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Mikhail & Antonina Gershfeld
Rosalinde
   & Arthur Gilbert Foundation
David & Kiki Gindler
Gary & Mary Gordon
Jonathan Kaufelt & Holly Corn
Anita Lorber
Dr. & Mrs. James Ode
Hugh & Barbara Smith
Andrea & Gregory Smith
John A. Sprague
 & Theresa Burton
Robert R. Stroker/Dean
        Boyer College of Music and Dance

        Vice Provost for the Arts, Temple University

Albert Sweet
Anna Volkoff
 & Norman Rachitsky
David & Sheryl Wiener
Herb & Annette Wolas

PATRONS $500+
James W. Breed
Laurence Chrysler
Lisa & Gary Foster
Helena & Stanley Kolodziey
Jay & Faina Geller Lite
Fred Manaster
Dr. Peter Newton
Dr. Allen Nissenson
Ellen Rienstra
Regina Rogers
Nancy Scanlan
Eduard Schwan
 & Jeri Abernathy
Scott A. Shuping
SVU-LA/Lida Sandera
Dale Seltzer
Yana & Roman Shukman
Ali Vahdani
Dr. Otto N. Witte
 & Jami McLaughlin
Trude
       & Hermann J.W. Zillgens

PARTNERS $100+
Edgar & Lila Aftergood
Leslie Berger & Paul Williams
Stefan Ashkenazy
Stanley Black
Martin & Nancy Chalifour
Peter Cheng
Camyar Dadashzadeh
Gabriel Danovitch
Stephen Ehrlich
Dr. Jim Eninger
Kathleen Fitzgerald
Lorna Gallegos
Robert Gerstein & Jane Rubin
Arthur Gilbert
Dr. Jay & Marjorie Goldsmith
Thomas Goldstein
Stephen Goodman
Stefanie Hahmann
Lynne Hayashi
John Herzog
Leslie Hogan
Andrew & Halina Jagoda
Perla Karney
Barry & Lisa Kay
Drs. Guita Balakhane
     & Mehran Khorsandi
Esfir Lebovich
Mrs. Ann Leonard

Arnold & Judy Liebman
Daniel Lowenstein
Fabio Madonna
Curt McCombs
Neil McManus
Michael Meyers
Dr. Lana Milton
Frank Moore
Bradley O’Leary
Nancy & Harris Oliff
Carolyn & Edward Parrish
Eric & Marilyn Roberts
Howard & Katherine Sands
Harold Schloss
Joseph Shalant
Hiromi Sharp
Gloria Shulman
Fred & Sonia Silverstein
Dr. Charles & Brenda Solomon
Princess Marina Sturdza
Joseph Tartakovsky
The Grace Scherrer Foundation
Judy F. Thum
Barbara van Orden
Thereza Verboon
Osvaldo Humberto Viveros
Julia Webber
Susan & Dr. Edward Wollin
Georgeann Wyatt
Katherine D. Young-Murphy
Sari Zelikovsky
Debra & Mike Zeiden

ASSOCIATES $75 AND UNDER
Robert & Shirley Bailiff
Sophia Balakrishnan
Anzhey Barantsevich
Victor Bardack
Elya Baskin
Irina Bess
Richard Blumenberg
Felix Braginskiy
Marilyn Bruno
Julia Butler
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Earle Crandall
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Marcia Ehrlich
Diane Eisenman
Phil Favelikus
Samuel N. Fersht
Lana Geyber

Robert Hoffland
Marina Ingman
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Loyd Kenworthy
Sara Kinder
Loong Kong
Valeriy Lumelskiy
Tamara Masco
Gayane Mrkrtchyan
Milena Nalbandyan
Tatiana Prisman
Ray Roulette
Daniela Roveda
Marilyn Schmitt
Adrienne Short
Bella Shoykhet
Kevin So
George Sofer
Dr. Simon Solingen
Ronald Somer
Princess Marina Sturdza
Sumiko Ueki
Irene Wainwrite
James Walding
Aaron Wirekoon
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Dana Ross/ 
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iPalpiti alumni violinist Sami Merdinian & cellist Yves Dharamraj, co-founders of the New 
Docta Festival in Cordoba, Argentina – in their 5th season outreached 1500 children, 
pictured here at the Teatro del Libertador San Martín, with fellow musicians from NY. Eduard 
& Laura Schmieder visited as special guests, with Maestro giving a master class and serving as 
a member of the jury for New Docta International Competition.

iPalpiti’s FIRST singer, Latonia Moore, was featured in 1999! 
We knew then she was destined to succeed. The next year, she 
won the Met Young Artists Auditions. In 2012, Opera News 
Magazine wrote: “...There are so few sopranos who seem 
able to lay claim to the Italian repertoire that there is bound 
to be plenty of excitement when one breaks through. That 
happened when Latonia Moore made an unexpected debut 
at the Metropolitan Opera, filling in for an indisposed Violeta 
Urmana in the title role of Aida. Moore has a gleaming 
spinto sound, with thrilling cut, a wide range of vocal colors 
and a stunning pianissimo... is a born stage performer.” The 
New York Times review added further praise: “she received 
an ecstatic ovation…her voice was radiant, plush and sizable 
at its best, with gleaming top notes that broke through the 
chorus and orchestra …Moore has enormous potential.” With 
52 records and Askonas Holt management, she finished this 
season as Aida at the English National Opera, where iPalpiti 
Chairman Jonathan Steinberg heard her in early October.

Karina Canellakis leads a full Askonas Holt line-up in their debut with the 
Orquesta y Coro Nacionales de España performing Rachmaninov’s choral 
masterpiece, The Bells. Since the start of the season, Karina has had her 
BBC Proms debut, her debut with the Rundfunk Sinfonieorchester Berlin 
and a re-invitation to Opernhaus Zurich for a production of Mozart’s Die 
Zauberflöte. After Madrid, she has her debut with the Iceland Symphony 
Orchestra before returning to her hometown of New York. In August, she 
was conducting the LA Phil at the Hollywood Bowl and, in April 2018, she 
returns to LA to conduct LACO.

The iPalpiti orchestra held residency in the City of Beverly 
Hills, with daily rehearsals at the Municipal Gallery. 
Rehearsals are FUN.

The festival opened in Encinitas (iPalpiti’s 6th season in this welcoming 
oceanside community), featuring six happy soloists.

Greystone Mansion concert 

Israeli cellist Ofer Canetti with his 
sponsor, Mr. Roger Berg

Concerts at LACMA: July 23 & 30
Jacopo Giacopuzzi & 
Gyehee Kim in solo 
recital

Illustrous alumni Kazuhiro 
Takagi & Juan-Miguel 
Hernandez opened with 
the Haendel-Halvorsen 
Passacaglia, followed by 
Chausson Concerto for 
Violin, Piano &  String 
Quartet. -->

iPalpiti alumni (1994-1997) violinist Yevgenia Pikovsky 
and violist Dmitri Ratush are principals of the Israel 
Philharmonic and are a power music couple in Israel. 
Married as students while studying with Prof. Schmieder 
in Dallas, they were among the “original” members of 
iPalpiti. On October 30th, they complete the IPO tour of 
the US at the Walt Disney Concert Hall. Returning to their 
home, BOTH take two weeks from IPO to join iPalpiti 
on our tour to Israel!

Laura introducing musicians - all 23 one by oneA moving performance of the 
Rachmaninov Trio was deeply appreciated

Backstage keyboard warm-up

Post-concert congrats from fellow iPalpitians

PLEASE CONSIDER iPALPITI IN YOUR END-OF-THE-YEAR GIVING. DONATE ONLINE: www.ipalpiti.org/Donate or DETACH and MAIL the FORM BELOW
When we present young artists in iPalpiti programs, we cover ALL expenses ( international travel, hotel, meals, local, transportation, venues) and give awards. 
We produce memorable annual brochures listing every sponsor and each artist’s photo and bio.

• 100% of your contribution goes toward supporting exceptional prize-winning young professional classical musicians from around the world, promoting peace 
and understanding through music.

• Donations of appreciated stock can help both you and iPalpiti. You will receive a receipt for the value of stock, while avoiding taxes on the capital gains. 
Please consult your tax advisor for further information or contact info@ipalpiti.org for donation instructions.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- please detach and mail this portion with your donation --------------------------------------------------------------
Donations of $50 and above qualify for Partnership Benefits at the levels listed on the Donors Page.

 $3,000 + “Adopt” an Artist (Award, Lodging & Travel)  $1,800 provides housing for 1 musician during the festival
 $500 provides 25 tickets for local and disadvantaged students  $160 provides lunch for 1 musician during the festival
 $104 provides breakfast for 1 musician during the festival  $50 provides a string set for 1 musician
 $_______________ Any amount makes an impact  $___________ In Honor Of________________________________________

Name ____________________________________ Email ___________________________________ Tel:(h) _________________________ Tel:(wk) _____________________

 Check enclosed (Please make checks payable to iPalpiti Artists International )  or   Cash  or  Please charge my  Visa   MC   Amex

Donation Amount $____________________

Card# _____________________________________________________ Exp Date ___________________

Billing Address ___________________________________________________________________ City __________________________________ Zip Code ______________



Dear Friends and Music Aficionados: 
I am pleased to report that our 20th annual iPalpiti Festival was EXCEPTIONAL, and the following tour to Salzburg’s 
Mozarteum produced memorable and super successful performances. The Austrians STOOD UP(!) and demanded 
numerous encores. The leitmotif comment “this one is the best ever!” – which we hear EVERY year – only challenges us for 
the seasons to come. Thank you for your patronage - it could not have happened without our audience and supporters. In 
this post-festival Opus, we share with you the feature LA Times dedicated to our 20th season and the mementos from this 
summer. Enjoy!

iPalpiti Artists International is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. FIN 95-4618040
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FESTIVAL
JULY 1O-27 
2O16

18TH ANNUAL

IN BETWEEN...
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2017  7:00 PM
Pavel Šporcl & his BLUE VIOLIN
at the Hollywood Hills “Moroccan” home of Sari Zelikowsky

Pavel Šporcl played an impressive solo program of Bach, Ysaÿe, 
Paganini, his own Czech Anthem virtuoso variations, and Gypsy 
improvisations for iPalpiti patrons, the Czechoslovak Society of 
Arts and Sciences members, and friends in a “Moroccan” home 
in the Hollywood Hills. The special surprise was the appearance 
of Miss Nations of the World California Ambassador Lauren Dani. 
In the photo, L-R: host Sari Zelikowsky, Benefactor Dr. Bernard 
Franklin, Miss Nations Lauren Dani, Pavel Šporcl & his blue violin, 
Benefactors Annette & Herb Wolas.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2017  6:00 PM
“Broadcast” screening of selections from the 2017
Grand Finale Concert at Disney Hall & Mozarteum Salzburg
Hillcrest Country Club 
Hosted by iPalpiti founding Chair Mary Levin Cutler for 
Benefactors & Special Friends

NOVEMBER 19 - DECEMBER 2, 2017
iPalpiti’s next destination: ISRAEL!
iPalpiti orchestra, under the direction of 
Maestro Eduard Schmieder, will be in residence at the famous 
kibbutz Keshet Eilon Music Center in the Northern Galilee, 
continuing with eight concerts in all major cities and venues, 
including Tel Aviv Museum of the Arts and YMCA Jerusalem.
Come to Keshet to vacation with iPalpiti! Call: 310.205.0511

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2017  3:00PM
In collaboration with and under the auspices of
Consul General of Azerbaijan Nasimi Aghayev
Azer Damirov, violin/iPalpiti alumnus
& Cem Oslu, piano
Performing Azerbaijani Mugam &
Romantic Classics
Home of Ada Sands, Brentwood

iPalpiti Musicales in New York 
Presented in New York at the home of
Susan and Charles Avery Fisher since 2007
MONDAY, JANUARY 29, 2018  7:00PM
iPalpiti alumni to share music & impact of their 
Argentina’s New Docta Festival
Sami Merdinian, violin
Yves Dharamraj, cello
& Solange Merdinian, Mezzo-Soprano

APRIL
Day/Artist(s) TBA

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!...until next celebration with iPalpiti 
in 2018!

*All private events are by invitation only. 
Inquire at info@iPalpiti.org or call 310.205.0511
Visit www.iPalpiti.org for Invitations/RSVP/Host locations

Mozart Sinfonia Concertante was divine with 
featured soloists violinist Samuel Nebyu and 
iPalpiti alumnus violist Juan-Miguel Hernandez 
(who also played as an iPalpiti member in the 
Salzburg concerts).

HONORARY PRESIDENTS
Ida Haendel, CBE
Eduard Schmieder

Lord Yehudi Menuhin,
Founding Member, In Memoriam

ARTISTIC ADVISORS
Vladimir Ashkenazy
Julius Berger
Yefim Bronfman
Martin Chalifour
Lynn Harrell
Gary Karr
Gidon Kremer
Cho-Liang Lin
Wynton Marsalis
Igor Oistrakh
Menachem Pressler
Vadim Repin
Ruggiero Ricci†
Angel Romero

DIRECTOR
Laura Schmieder

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jonathan Steinberg, Chairman
Ada Sands, Vice Chair
Mary Levin Cutler, 

Founding Chairman
Hernando Courtright, 

Vice Chair East Coast
Theodore Bikel†

ADVISORY BOARD
Thomas Backer, Ph.D
Dr. Jim Eninger
Nathan Frankel
Monte M. Lemann II, Esq.
Harold Schloss,
The Schloss Group of Merrill Lynch
Wanda Presburger, 

Community Liaison
Anna Volkoff, CPA
Hon. Zev Yaroslavsky
Jim Gilliam, Arts Administrator,

City of Encinitas

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL
DIRECTORS, INT’L COMPETITIONS
Kaija Saariketu, Finland
Count Yvan de Launoit, Belgium
Agnes Maria Schilling, Germany
Mihai Constantinescu, Romania

†deceased

1900 Avenue of the Stars
Suite 1880
Los Angeles, CA 90067
Tel: 310.205.0511
Fax: 323.969.8742
Email: info@iPalpiti.org
www.iPalpiti.org

Rick Schultz | July 19, 2017 | Read full feature: http://www.ipalpiti.org/ipalpiti-fest-beats-strong-los-angeles-times-july-19-2017

Inside [iPalpiti’s] Century City office are posters from several years of the iPalpiti Festival of International Laureates, the annual showcase for young-
adult musicians Laura Schmieder and her husband, Eduard, founded 20 years ago. One poster for the concert of the 2005 festival at Disney Hall shows 
photos of the iPalpiti orchestra, Eduard Schmieder, who is the orchestra’s conductor and music director, and a young man in dark glasses, a long black 
coat… “That’s Cameron,” she says. As in Cameron Carpenter, the star organist that Times music critic Mark Swed has called “astoundingly original” and 
“full of joy and daring.”  …Laura Schmieder recalls of Carpenter’s audition at the Juilliard School in New York  for that festival. “After he played a few 
bars, Eduard turned to me and said, `We take him.’ It was such an explosion of talent.” …Since its founding in 1997 as Young Artists International by the 
Schmieders, the orchestra, festival and musical-talent network known as iPalpiti since 2008, has fostered the careers of 379 musicians from 45 countries.
Reached by phone in Encinitas where the festival began last Thursday, Eduard recalls violinist Karina Canellakis, who made her iPalpiti debut in 2004. 
Canellakis leads the L.A. Philharmonic on Aug. 8 at the Hollywood Bowl …, returning in April to conduct the L.A. Chamber Orchestra. “Karina was 
very musical with a lot of intellect, which helps to become a conductor,” Eduard says.   Carpenter and Canellakis, as well as pianist Valentina Lisitsa and 
crossover violinist David Garrett, are just some of the talents who got their start with iPalpiti (Italian for “heartbeats”).
… the full iPalpiti string orchestra … typically draws connoisseurs of the ensemble’s precision, warmth and intensity, as well as those curious to see 
emerging young professionals. This year’s festival features 23 musicians from 18 countries, including six concertmasters from international orchestras. 
Some of them return, Laura said, because they see iPalpiti as a rejuvenating experience. …Along with returning veterans, the ensemble’s younger players 
— 21 and up — are indeed laureates, prizewinners who need the right platform to help them toward the next career step. “We take care of these young 
people who have dedicated their lives to the tradition of classical music,” Eduard says. From May to August, Eduard will have participated in 10 festivals 
in seven countries, including a second invitation to conduct the iPalpiti Orchestra at the Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria. “I never go for famous,” Eduard 
says. “I go for talent... I listen for honesty and positive emotional energy  in performance.”
Conductor Schmieder, a Russian-trained violinist who is also director of strings at Temple University’s Boyer College of Music in Philadelphia, says 
he’s especially proud that iPalpiti is a nonprofit organization. “The great violinist and humanitarian Yehudi Menuhin helped get us off to a good start by 
lending us his name,” he says. “Maybe I’m naive, but…if people supported each other, there would be peace.”
The orchestra’s Disney Hall program on July 29 includes Mozart’s Adagio and Fugue in C minor… Sinfonia Concertante … and the Beethoven-Mahler 
Quartetto “Serioso.” Eduard says the program “starts with tragedy and ends with sunshine,” adding that the encores, announced from the stage, will be 
“very unusual.”
While the L.A.-based couple share the joy of fostering gifted musicians, it is Laura who had to become a Jill-of-all-trades. She handles iPalpiti’s chamber 
music programming (Eduard takes care of the orchestral side) and everything else, from visa problems to lost instruments. “Because of her administrative 
abilities, it’s sometimes easy to forget that Laura is a first-rate music coach and teacher who has done some transformative things in chamber music,” 
says iPalpiti chairman Jonathan Steinberg. “She’s a big presence.”  Over the years, Laura says iPalpiti has been “very choosy” about what they perform. 
“Musicians take notice of our programming,” she says. “It has to be music that moves you.”  On July 30, the festival concludes at LACMA’s Bing Theater 
with Ernest Chausson’s seldom-performed Concerto in D for Violin, Piano and String Quartet. “I waited 20 years to put this piece on a program,” Laura 
says. “It’s massive, so you need the right group, the right combination.”
Although Eduard demurred when asked about highlights of the past 20 years, Laura offered this: “For me, the ensemble’s first rehearsal is always the 
highlight,” she says. “After handling so many logistics to make the festival possible, I say I’ll never do it again. Then I hear the sound they immediately 
make and think, It was worth it.”

Festival Grand Finale at Walt Disney Concert Hall

Well-deserved standing ovation.

FESTIVAL 
SPONSORS

Post-concert reception at the Founders Hall: 
<< iPalpiti Artists with Benefactors and the Board

iPalpiti concertmaster Peter Rainer with board 
members of the Ernest Lieblich Foundation.

iPalpiti fest beats strong: Stellar showcase of elite young musicians turns 20

iPalpiti 2005, soloist Cameron Carpenter performed Poulenc 
Organ Concerto.

Post-concert: Maestro Schmieder, Cameron, Helena & Stanley 
Kolodziey, Mrs & Mr. Shinoda of Nakamichi Foundation.

Salzburg, Mozarteum: August 13-17, 2017

Final goodbyes.Concert 2: Alumnus violist Juan-Miguel 
Hernandez & violinist Samuel Nebyu 
were featured soloists in Mozart`s 
Sinfonia Concertante.

Post-concert dinner at the famous 
Sternbräu

Concert 1 featured renowned baritone 
Wolfgang Holzmair in Schubert songs, in 
a special orchestral arrangement by Sergei 
Dreznin

iPalpiti in Salzburg was underwritten by iPalpiti Chairman Jonathan Steinberg & Dr. Buf C. Meyer
and the following supporters:

Anonymous, Joyce & Aubrey Chernick,  Lisa & Gary Foster, Nathan Frankel, Dr. Bernard Franklin, Thomas Dengler, 
Michael Gendler & Jessica Teich, David & Kiki Gindler, Ann Leonard, Nancy Scanlan, Trudy & Herman Zillgen.
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