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Greetings!
In just a few weeks, the iPalpiti Festival returns to LA for its 18th annual musical celebration.

We invite you to welcome 24 prize-winning musicians from all corners of the earth in 14 events July 9–26!

Responding to intense audience demand from points south, we begin the Festival with a return to Encinitas, 
where we will feature five soloists in daily concerts from July 9–12 at their ocean-view Encinitas Library. The 
City of Encinitas enthusiastically embraced iPalpiti soloists for the past three seasons and were so eager to 
host entire iPalpiti that we accepted; on July 12, entire iPalpiti will arrive to this lovely ocean community (a 
huge bonus for our musicians to be three blocks from the beach!), prepare exciting programs and present 
their Virtuosi V recital as well as a FREE community orchestra concert at San Dieguitos Amphitheater. Take a 
weekend retreat to Encinitas since most programs will not be repeated in LA.

On Sunday, July 20, iPalpiti will give a concert at the fabulous Soka Performing Arts Center in Aliso Viejo, 
concluding their 2014–2015 season. The same night, audiences’ favorite pianist Svetlana Smolina will give 
a solo recital at Sundays Live! at LACMA. From July 20–27, all of the Festival artists will be “stationed” and 
pampered at the Petit Ermitage, and will hold open rehearsals daily at the City of Beverly Hills’ Municipal 
Gallery. Choose from FREE chamber music offerings at LACMA, or salon concerts in Beverly Hills at the 
Greystone Mansion and the private Leo Frankel Concert Hall, or the social highlight of the Festival: a private 
Meet the Artists Gala.

For the July 25th grand-finale concert at Walt Disney Concert Hall, Maestro Eduard will present a program 
of “DANCES & ROMANCES” from the heart of old world taking you on a musical romantic tour that will keep 
you “singing-along” throughout, ending with the famous Hungarian Rhapsody by Liszt. Alexandru Tomescu, 
State Soloist of Romania, returns as featured soloist in Jacques Loussier’s Concerto No. 2 for Violin and Tabla. 
Composed in 2006, this concerto was commissioned by the Menuhin Festival, and in acknowledgement of 
Menuhin’s fascination with Indian music, tabla is featured with opportunities for improvisation. Alexandru’s star 
personae, together with his Stradivarius violin, is perfect for this Jazzy-Gypsy concerto.

It is all for you, our audience: to gift you fabulous music, to show off iPalpiti’s artists’ extraordinary and diverse 
talents. Eduard’s music-making was once described thus: “He cannot play a meaningless note,” and this is 
what his musicians and listeners draw from him—his enormous conviction of the power of music and ability to 
convey that to the audience.

Turn to the last page (with calendar in hand), come to one, come to all Festival concerts. You, our supporters, 
friends and audience, support us the best by coming to the concerts and events, buying tickets not only for 
yourself but for your friends, introducing other music lovers to iPalpiti, meeting new artists (five this year!) and 
those you already know.

iPalpiti Artists International is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. FIN 95-4618040
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MUSICIANS AND TO THE PROMOTION OF PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING THROUGH MUSIC.
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2015 FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

THURSDAY–SUNDAY, JULY 9–12 / iPalpiti Soloists: Virtuosi Series
7:30pm (July 9-11), 2:00pm (July 12) / Encinitas Library (San Diego County)
$15
Kreeta-Julia Heikkilä and Yury Revich,violins; Midori Maruyama, viola;
Francisco Vila, cello; Svetlana Smolina, piano

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15 / iPalpiti Soloists: Mozart & Paganini
7:30pm / Encinitas Library (San Diego County)
$15
Davide de Askaniis, violin/Italy & Friends

SATURDAY, JULY 18 / iPalpiti Orchestra: fun for all selections
4:00pm / San Dieguito Academy Amphitheater (Encinitas)
FREE

SUNDAY, JULY 19 / iPalpiti Orchestra*
2:00pm / Soka Performing Arts Center
$29–$39
Eduard Schmieder, conductor
Alexandru Tomescu, violin
*SAME PROGRAM AS AT DISNEY HALL JULY 25

SUNDAY, JULY 19 / iPalpiti Soloists at Sundays Live!
6:00pm / LACMA Bing Theater
FREE
Svetlana Smolina, piano

MONDAY, JULY 20 / iPalpiti Soloists
7:00pm / Leo Frankel Concert Hall, Beverly Hills
Rotary Beverly Hills MEETS iPalpiti
$50 (address given with ticket purchase)

TUESDAY, JULY 21 / iPalpiti Orchestra & Soloists
7:30pm / Rolling Hills United Methodist Church
FREE (Donations appreciated, 100% goes to the artists)
Selections from Festival programs

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22 / iPalpiti Soloists
7:30pm / Greystone Mansion, Beverly Hills
$40
French Night: Fauré/Debussy/Chausson/Franck
Kreeta-Julia Heikkilä and Yury Revich,violins; Francisco Vila, cello; Svetlana 
Smolina, piano

THURSDAY, JULY 23 / Meet the Artists Gala
6:00pm / Private Home, Beverly Hills
$200 gala only, $250 gala + VIP ticket to Disney Hall Concert

 FESTIVAL GRAND FINALE

SATURDAY, JULY 25 / iPalpiti Orchestra
8:00pm / Walt Disney Concert Hall
$10–$120
Eduard Schmieder, conductor

ANTON ARENSKY Variations on a Theme of Tchaikovsky
JACQUES LOUSSIER Concerto No. 2 for Violin and Tabla
 (USA Premiere)
 Alexandru Tomescu, violin

DANCES & ROMANCES from the heart of the old world
FERENC LISZT Hungarian Rhapsody N 2 (arr. Péter Wolf)

SUNDAY, JULY 26 / iPalpiti Soloists at Sundays Live!
6:00pm / LACMA Bing Theater
FREE
Mozart & Brahms string quintets

*Artists and Programs are subject to change without notice

iPalpiti Artists International, Inc. 
1900 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 1880
Los Angeles, CA 90067
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CONCERT LOCATIONS

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 310-205-0511

Bing Theater, LACMA
5905 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 
Encinitas Library
540 Cornish Dr., Encinitas
Greystone Mansion
905 Loma Vista Dr., Beverly Hills
San Dieguito Academy Ampitheater
800 Santa Fe Dr., Encinitas 

Leo Frankel Concert Hall
Directions given with paid reservation

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church
26438 Crenshaw Blvd., Rolling Hills Estates
Soka Performing Arts Center
1 University Dr., Aliso Viejo
Walt Disney Concert Hall
111 S. Grand Ave., Los Angeles

Laura Schmieder, director

PAYMENT

EXPIRATION DATE

SIGNATURE

CREDIT CARD NUMBER

Enclosed is my check.

Charge my credit card:
VISA    MC    AmEx

ORDER TICKETS 
BY MAIL
Mail your completed order 
form to:
 iPalpiti Artists
 International, Inc. 
 1900 Avenue of the Stars
 Suite 1880
 Los Angeles, CA 90067

TICKET DISCOUNTS
• 15% OFF 
 for Groups of 10+
• 25% OFF
 for Friends of iPalpiti
• $10 TICKETS
 for students and seniors

INFORMATION
& TICKETS 
TO ALL EVENTS
www.ipalpiti.org
(310) 205-0511

TICKETS FOR WALT DISNEY 
CONCERT HALL
available at 
(800) 745-3000
www.Ticketmaster.com 
or in person at the Walt Disney 
Concert Hall Box Office: 
111 S. Grand Avenue, Los Angeles

FESTIVAL
SPONSORS

WALT DISNEY CONCERT HALL
SEAT MAP

SEND MY TICKETS TO:

FIRST NAME LAST NAME

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

PHONE

ADDRESS

EMAIL

Thursday, July 9 ($15)  Saturday, July 11 ($15)
Friday, July 10 ($15) Sunday, July 12 ($15)

General ($19)     

MY DONATION (100% TAX-DEDUCTIBLE)  
Ticket sales cover only a portion of the Festival’s 
expenses. Donate $100 and receive 2 free tickets to 
a Festival concert of your choice.

SUNDAY, JULY 19 / SOKA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
General ($39)    Seniors/Students ($29)

MONDAY, JULY 20 / LEO FRANKEL CONCERT HALL
General ($50) - limited seating!    

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22 / GREYSTONE MANSION
General ($40) - limited seating!

THURSDAY, JULY 23 / PRIVATE HOME, BEVERLY HILLS
Gala only ($200) Gala + VIP Disney Hall Ticket ($250)

TICKETED CONCERTS

ORDER FORM NO. OF
TICKETS TOTAL

My Donation:

GRAND TOTAL:

$

$

$

3
Handling Fee:



Eduard Schmieder
Music Director & Conductor

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, JULY 9-12 / ENCINITAS LIBRARY

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15 / ENCINITAS LIBRARY

 
SATURDAY, JULY 26 / WALT DISNEY CONCERT HALL 
Front Orchestra ($120) Terrace ($50)
Orchestra ($80) Orchestra View ($37)
Orchestra East/West ($60) Balcony ($24)

50% of each ticket price is tax-deductible
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Following his “flamenco & falla” concert 
with Dudamel and the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, Sir Angel joined benefactors 
and board of directors reception generously 
hosted by Ada  and Leonard Sands.

12th Annual Leo Frankel Tribute
On November 22, 2014, 80 guests gathered to support the Leo Frankel Memorial 
Fund. The Tribute was again held at Nathan’s residence, with a performance of 
Brahms’ Clarinet Quintet at the Leo Frankel Concert Hall. Nathan, iPalpiti board 
member, was the lead violinist with iPalpiti alumni artists Jason Issokson (1st 
violinist, Argus Quartet), Juan-Miguel Hernandez (violist, Fine Arts Quartet), 
cellist Evgeny Tonkha, and iPalpiti Junior Andrew Moses, clarinet. The Twilight 
Dinner was set in the main house indoor-outdoor beautiful grounds.
Nathan’s love to his father and devotion to music merge in annual tribute to 
honor Leo’s commitment to iPalpiti artists. Established in November 2003, the 
Leo Frankel Memorial Award Fund honors Leo, a founding board member of iPalpiti, and a gifted violinist. Nathan continues in his father’s steps as 
a member of the iPalpiti board and, in an annual tribute event, performs with iPalpiti artists. Since its founding, iPalpiti provided essential support 
to 238 musicians from 45 countries. The Frankel Fund is a significant contributor toward the ongoing success of iPalpiti.

iPalpiti artist Svetlana Smolina performs with Vadim Repin 
(iPalpiti Artistic Advisor) in Toronto 
“…He’s been called the “Russian Paganini” and all it takes is seeing him live once 
to understand why. …Accompanying him was Svetlana Smolina on the piano, who 
more than held her own while presenting a contrasting style that was every bit as 
pleasing to watch.” —Examiner Review
Prior to the iPalpiti festival, Svetlana’s season included performances of 
Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 2 in NYC at the Salmagundi Arts Center, with 

Florida Symphony in May, and playing Prokofiev Concerto with the Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra in Bulgaria.

MUSIC DIRECTOR & 
CONDUCTOR 
Eduard Schmieder

VIOLINS
Kreeta-Julia Heikkilä
Finland*†

Irakli Tsadaia
Georgia†

Niv Ashkenazy
Israel-USA

Davide de Ascaniis
Italy

Azer Damirov
Azerbaijan

Anna Egholm
Denmark 

Nora Hapca
Romania

Nobuko Kawamura
Japan

Alexander Kislitsyn
Russia

Pablo Rapado-Jambrina
Spain 

Yury Revich
Austria*

Boris Borgolotto
France

Akhmed Mamedov
Turkestan

VIOLAS
Joseph Kauffman
USA 

Midori Maruyama
Japan*

Adelya Shagidullina
Tatarstan

Can Sakul
Turkey

VIOLONCELLI
Lars Hoefs
USA-Brazil

SEASON MEMENTOS

FEATURED SOLOIST
Alexandru Tomescu,
violin
State Soloist of Romania 

“Alexandru Tomescu is a 
great artist, an ambassador 
of Romanian culture. 
Together with his violin he 
went throughout Europe 
and America and changed 
people’s views of Romania” 
—Kansan Uutiset, Helsinki, 
Finland

Star alumnus Alexandru Tomescu returns to iPalpiti and Disney Hall after establishing 
himself as an international “violin superstar” (Berliner Morgenpost). A former student 
of Eduard Schmieder and Tibor Varga, Tomescu was an iPalpiti soloist early in his 
career, in iPalpiti’s first festival in 1998. Since then, he has gone on to perform in the 
world’s leading concert halls including Carnegie Hall, the Concertgebouw, Tokyo’s 
Metropolitan Arts Center, and collaborating with conductors such as Valery Gergiev, 
Kurt Masur, Maxim Vengerov and Christoph Eschenbach. The winner of no fewer than 
27 international competitions, he was presented in 2007 with the Stradivarius “Elder-
Voicu” violin, which will be heard in Los Angeles during this festival. 
Since returning to his native Romania, he has made it his mission to show classical 
music as a world open to everyone, a window toward harmony across national and 
cultural borders. As a kind of Romanian musical ambassador, he and the Stradivarius 
he performs on have visited many of the world’s capitals, uniting the sound of an 
extraordinary instrument to Tomescu’s deep musical sensibility.
Tomescu deftly combines innovation and tradition in his mission: playing in a subway 
station to demonstrate the continuing appeal of classical music, not just to the 
cognoscenti, but to all; he has performed to raise funds for the Romanian Association 
for the Blind, and to fund hearing aids for children. His efforts are not limited to 
performing; he is also a sought-after musical commentator in the press and on radio 
and television, addressing what it means to be an artist in the 21st century, how 
musical inspiration is developed, and why classical music continues to be a critical 
cultural force.
His powerful musical style may be best summarized by a quote about a single exemplary 
concert: “Alexandru Tomescu makes uncommon music out of Paganini’s Caprices, 
playing up contrasts, letting each 
phrase live and breathe. I expected 
an evening of champagne bubbles. 
Tomescu serves up whiskey.” —
David Larsen/Metro Magazine, New 
Zealand. 
Hear Tomescu at Soka July 19 
and Disney Hall July 25 in the 
USA premiere of a Jazzy-Gypsy 
Violin Concerto by Jacques 
Loussier.

IN THE NEWS: ALUMMI AND CURRENT ARTISTS

iPalpiti Star Alumni made an astonishing 
debut conducting LACO in January at 
Royce Hall.
“The Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra 
can stop looking for 
a new music director. 
Karina Canellakis fills 
the bill. Canellakis 
is an astonishing 
musician… model of 
a modern musician, 
one that would 
never have existed in 
the conventional old days.” —Mark Swed, LA Times

iPalpiti gives grants
Through the generosity of the Ernest Lieblich 
Foundation, iPalpiti was able to give first two start-
up festival grants: cellist Francisco Vila founded 
Music Festival of Esmeraldas in Ecuador ($4000) and 
Sami Merdinian and Yves Dharamraj ($1000) New 
Docta International Music Festival in Argentina at 
the National University of Cordoba and the Cordoba 
Conservatory. We are proud that iPalpiti alumni create 
their own festivals in their countries and perpetuate 
the mission of iPalpiti to support the continuity of the 
great traditions of classical music. More festivals in the 
making: Catharina Chen in Norway and Conrad Chow 
in Canada… it is rewarding to see iPalpiti musicians 
creating their own artistic projects, fulfilling iPalpiti’s 
dedication to artistic career advancement of iPalpiti 
artists. 

Violinist Kaija 
Lucas (Estonia)
Lucas toured the USA as 
a member of the English 
Chamber Orchestra. 

WITH MAESTRO AND FEW IPALPITI 
MEMBERS AFTER THE CONCERT AT 
PHILADELPHIA’S KIMMEL CENTER.
L–R: AZER DAMIROV, VLADIMIR DYO, 
AISHA DOSSUMOVA, KAIJA AND 
MAESTRO, ADELYA  SHAGIDULLINA

Violinist Samuel Nebyu and pianist 
Hayk Arsenyan were featured on May 
3, 2015 

Benefactors and iPalpiti Musicale events
Svetlana at Sands 

SVETLANA (CENTER) SURROUNDED BY 
(L–R) BENEFACTORS GRACE SCHERRER, 
CHAIRMAN  JONATHAN  STEINBERG, 
HOSTS LEONARD AND  ADA SANDS (VICE 
CHAIR), PATRONS MARILYN STAMPLER & 
JAY MARKOFF. DECEMBER 14, 2014

An Evening with Angel Romero
[iPalpiti Artistic Advisor]

L–R: ARIANE DAVID, HERB & ANNETTE WOLAS, 
TONIA & MIKHAIL GERSHFELD, ANGEL  ROMERO, 
ADA  SANDS, DAVID WIENER, MONTE LEMANN 

L–R: YVES, ANDREW, SUSAN FISHER, SVETLANA, HERNANDO 
COURTRIGHT, EDUARD SCHMIEDER. JANUARY 29, 2015

iPalpiti in New York
Since 2007, Susan and Charles Avery Fisher have 
hosted iPalpiti Musicales at their home. iPalpiti 
Junior clarinetist Andrew Moses performed with 
iPalpiti artists pianist Svetlana Smolina and cellist 
Yves Dharamraj.

L–R: DOREEN & HERNANDO  COURTRIGHT,  
HOSTS SUSAN & CHIP FISHER, IPALPITI 
ALUMNUS VIOLINIST SAMI MERDINIAN, 
GEOFFREY DAVIES (VIOLINCHANNEL.COM), 
SAMUEL NEBYU WITH HIS TEACHER AND 
IPALPITI MAESTRO EDUARD SCHMIEDER, HAYK 
& NUNE ARSENYAN.

18TH ANNUAL

iPalpiti FESTIVAL
OF INTERNATIONAL
LAUREATES

STAR ALUMNI ROMANIAN ALEXANDRU TOMESCU & CZECH 
PAVEL ŜPORCL CELEBRATE CZECH NATIONAL DAY WITH 
CZECH AMBASSADOR HIS EXCELLENCY JIŘI ŜITLER IN AN 
EXTRAORDINARY RECITAL TO SUPPORT EUROPEAN CAPITAL 
CULTURAL PROGRAM ON GREEN AND BLUE VIOLINS.

Francisco Vila
Ecuador*

Jacob Shaw
UK-Denmark

Giorgi Kharadze
Georgia-Germany

BASS
Mariechen Meyer
RSA

PIANO
Svetlana Smolina
Russia-Belgium-USA

*indicates soloist in Encinitas festival
†co-concertmaster

MEET NEW 
CONCERTMASTERS

This year, we will miss Peter 
Rainer—an irreplaceable 
leader of iPalpiti since 1995, 
with only two seasons missed 
in 20 years; this time, due 
to expecting his 4th child’s 
arrival exactly at the time of 
the festival (and finally, a girl! 
after 3 boys). So, Maestro 
appointed co-concertmasters: 
Kreeta-Julia Heikkilä from 
Finland and Irakli Tsadaia 
from Georgia. Irakli has been 
with iPalpiti for a few seasons 
and it is the second season 
for Kreeta.

Both are terrific musicians and 
experienced leaders:

• Kreeta was concertmaster of 
the Danish Chamber Orchestra, 
BBC symphony, and starting 
August takes as concertmaster of 
Oulu Symphony in Finland.

• Irakli has been concertmaster of
Georgian Chamber Orchestra in 
Ingolstadt, Germany since 2013.

iPalpiti Festival opens in Encinitas, CA with daily concerts 
by FIVE select iPalpiti Soloists in Virtuosi Series July 9-12 
at the Encinitas Library with ocean view, followed by a week-
long residency by the entire iPalpiti Orchestra in Encinitas 
that will culminate in a FREE community concert on July 18 
at San Dieguito Academy Amphitheater. 

L–R: KREETA-JULIA HEIKKILÄ, FINLAND; YURY REVICH, AUSTRIA-RUSSIA; 
MIDORI MARUYAMA, JAPAN; FRANCISCO VILA, ECUADOR; SVETLANA 
SMOLINA, RUSSIA-USA

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS, DEDICATED AND NEW.
Our list of supporters is always growing, but we need your support now, before the arrival of the 2015 
Festival artists. Your contribution helps covers expenses for international travel, accommodations, meals, 
transporation, venue rentals, and artist awards. PLEASE RENEW YOUR PARTNERSHIP NOW AT iPalpiti.org.

MAESTRO CIRCLE $30000+
Joyce & Aubrey Chernick 
Ernest Lieblich Foundation
Lloyd E. Rigler Foundation

LAUREATE CIRCLE $5000+
Mary Levin Cutler
Nathan Frankel
Los Angeles County Arts Commission
E. Nakamichi Foundation
Cecile van Meyers
Ada & Leonard Sands
Laura & Eduard Schmieder
Judge Harold Shabo 
Jonathan Steinberg & C. Buf Meyer
David Wiener

BENEFACTORS $1000+
Thomas Dengler 
City of Encinitas
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Mikhail & Antonina Gershfeld
Gary & Mary Gordon
Jim Houghton
Karen Snider Houghton
Monte & CC Lemann
Yukio Matsuura
Pirastro GmbH
Dr. Jim & Ruth Ode
Albert Sweet
Sandra Timmons/Encinitas
Tokio Marine Foundation
Anna Volkoff, CPA
Herb & Annette Wolas

PATRONS $500+
Roger Berg
Dr. Peter Newton
Nissenson Family
Regina Rogers
The Scherrer Foundation
Barbara & Hugh Smith
Steve Taub
Ellen Rienstra 
Demetra Winston
Owen Witte & Jami McLaughlin Witte

PARTNERS $100+
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Aftergood
Thomas Backer
Dr. Ludmila Bess
Stanley Black
Bob Bogert
Eleanor Blumenberg
Michael Bortman
Brian Byrnes
Joan Caplis
Martin & Nancy Chalifour
Marion & C.K. Chan 
Stephen Erlich
James R. Gilliam/Encinitas
Dr. & Mrs. Jay Goldsmith
Thomas Goldstein
Stephen Goodman
Larry & Shirley Grodsky
Lynne Hayashi 
Andrew & Halina Jagoda
Mrs. Helga Kasimoff
Barry & Lisa Kay
Esfir Lebovich
Arnold & Judy Liebman
Daniel Lowenstein
Ilse Loy
Fred Manaster 
Tsovinar Melkonyan
Sarah & Alex Mishurov
Johanna & Ronald Odrich
Nancy & Harris Oliff
Lambert Orkis
Merle Rain
Eric Roberts
Rosalee Saikley
Linda & Peter Schlessinger
Marilyn Schmitt
Dale & Lilly Seltzer
Joan Sherwood
Fred & Sonia Silverstein
Nancy Snyder/Encinitas
Elizabeth Spiegel
Ali Vahdani 
Osvaldo H.Viveros/Encinitas
Dr. & Mrs. Stanley Weinstock

Corwin & Ruby Ann White
Cherise Wolas
Trude & J.W. Zillgens/Encinitas

ASSOCIATES $75 AND UNDER
Mr. & Mrs. Yoshio Akiyama
Kathleen L. Fitzgerald
Kara Fox
Serafima Goldberg 
Sandra D. Jansen
Curt McCombs
Aviva Rosenbloom
Ray. S. Roulette
Rita Rubin
Bella Shoykhet
Diana Soltesz
Evelyn Stecher
Kelly Wade
Nicola Walter 
Judy Wurmbrand

IN KIND
City of Beverly Hills
Hayk Arsenyan/Pianist
Thomas Backer, Ph.D
Mark Evans/Graphic Design
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Nathan Frankel/Host
Lynne Hayashi/Office Support
Kasimoff-Blüethner Piano
Kawai America Corporation
KMNB Media Group/Eugene Levin
Lyric Culture/Hanna Solomon
RHUMC
Robert Cauer Violins
Petit Ermitage/Stefan Ashkenazy
Performing Arts LIVE/Mike Napoli
Dana Ross Photography
Sands & Associates
Harold Schloss/IT support
Jonathan Steinberg/Irell & Manella LLP
TOPA Management
Thereza Verboon/Host
Anna Volkoff, CPA

LEO FRANKEL FUND

THANK YOU TO THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
FOR ITS CONTINUING SUPPORT

VOLUNTEERS

$1,800+
Anonymous
Mikhail & Antonina Gershfeld
Anita Lorber
Yukio Matsuura
Eduard & Laura Schmieder
Fugio Watanabe-Itochu Metals Inc.
David Wiener
Herb & Annette Wolas

$1,000+
Mary Levin Cutler
Dr. & Mrs. Berthram Rosenthal
Victor Vollhardt

$500+
Adriana Alberghetti 
Mary Bergman-Rallis
Jim & Lee Cavanaugh
Kenneth & Ruby Daub 
Gabriel Eshaghian
Bernie & Bonnie Goler 
Faina & Jay Lite
Jay Markoff
C. van Myers
Nicoleta Petrescu
Marvin & Natalie Shapiro 
Maureen Shapiro
John Spruce
Albert Sweet
Steve Taub
Victor Vollhardt
Abraham & Nancy Willinger
Dylan Yolles

$100+
Roger Berg
Yakov Birman
Heidi Brooks
Unjoo Byars
Claude Eshaghian
Roberta Gendel
Jessica Goodman
Fay & Frank Kaitlin 
Tibor & Marika Kochish
Caryl Lee
Elan Mordoch
Hon. Harold Shabo
Simon Sinek

September 2014–June 10, 2015.

Every effort has been made to ensure
the accuracy of this list. Any omissions
are sincerely regretted.

Brad Meyerowitz, Cindy Brynan, Patty Acuna
Art & Culture Community Services Department

Councilmembers, City of Beverly Hills

Brian Byrnes
Alla Feldman
Dmitri Foox
Esther Lebovich
Rada Konvisser

Florence Nakao
Asya Rachitsky
Dana Ross 
Marilyn Schmitt

Julian A. Gold
Mayor, City of Beverly Hills

The Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation produces video recordings of our annual Disney Hall 
concerts, offered free to Patrons and above. To purchase a DVD ($18), please call (310) 205-0511.

ALUMNI ALBUM RELEASES
iPalpiti’s alumni have become leading soloists, concertmasters, and orchestral and chamber players around the world. The accomplishments of all 200+ alumni would be 
too lengthy to list—visit www.ipalpiti.org.

ALBUM SPOTLIGHT: SACRED & PROFANE
Just released on the BCM+D label and available now at iPalpiti CD Store, iTunes, Amazon & GooglePlay 

Recorded live at the Walt Disney Concert Hall, this album features
“Stabat Mater” and “Carmen Suite” from the 2014 festival grand finale.

“iPalpiti dazzles in Stabat Mater...Shchedrin’s suite, composed in 1967 for his wife,
ballerina Maya Plisetskaya, was taken on a thrilling ride by iPalpiti” —Los Angeles Times  
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hosted by Ada  and Leonard Sands.
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violinist, Argus Quartet), Juan-Miguel Hernandez (violist, Fine Arts Quartet), 
cellist Evgeny Tonkha, and iPalpiti Junior Andrew Moses, clarinet. The Twilight 
Dinner was set in the main house indoor-outdoor beautiful grounds.
Nathan’s love to his father and devotion to music merge in annual tribute to 
honor Leo’s commitment to iPalpiti artists. Established in November 2003, the 
Leo Frankel Memorial Award Fund honors Leo, a founding board member of iPalpiti, and a gifted violinist. Nathan continues in his father’s steps as 
a member of the iPalpiti board and, in an annual tribute event, performs with iPalpiti artists. Since its founding, iPalpiti provided essential support 
to 238 musicians from 45 countries. The Frankel Fund is a significant contributor toward the ongoing success of iPalpiti.

iPalpiti artist Svetlana Smolina performs with Vadim Repin 
(iPalpiti Artistic Advisor) in Toronto 
“…He’s been called the “Russian Paganini” and all it takes is seeing him live once 
to understand why. …Accompanying him was Svetlana Smolina on the piano, who 
more than held her own while presenting a contrasting style that was every bit as 
pleasing to watch.” —Examiner Review
Prior to the iPalpiti festival, Svetlana’s season included performances of 
Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 2 in NYC at the Salmagundi Arts Center, with 

Florida Symphony in May, and playing Prokofiev Concerto with the Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra in Bulgaria.

MUSIC DIRECTOR & 
CONDUCTOR 
Eduard Schmieder
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Finland*†

Irakli Tsadaia
Georgia†

Niv Ashkenazy
Israel-USA
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Romania

Nobuko Kawamura
Japan

Alexander Kislitsyn
Russia

Pablo Rapado-Jambrina
Spain 

Yury Revich
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Boris Borgolotto
France

Akhmed Mamedov
Turkestan
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Joseph Kauffman
USA 

Midori Maruyama
Japan*

Adelya Shagidullina
Tatarstan

Can Sakul
Turkey

VIOLONCELLI
Lars Hoefs
USA-Brazil

SEASON MEMENTOS

FEATURED SOLOIST
Alexandru Tomescu,
violin
State Soloist of Romania 

“Alexandru Tomescu is a 
great artist, an ambassador 
of Romanian culture. 
Together with his violin he 
went throughout Europe 
and America and changed 
people’s views of Romania” 
—Kansan Uutiset, Helsinki, 
Finland

Star alumnus Alexandru Tomescu returns to iPalpiti and Disney Hall after establishing 
himself as an international “violin superstar” (Berliner Morgenpost). A former student 
of Eduard Schmieder and Tibor Varga, Tomescu was an iPalpiti soloist early in his 
career, in iPalpiti’s first festival in 1998. Since then, he has gone on to perform in the 
world’s leading concert halls including Carnegie Hall, the Concertgebouw, Tokyo’s 
Metropolitan Arts Center, and collaborating with conductors such as Valery Gergiev, 
Kurt Masur, Maxim Vengerov and Christoph Eschenbach. The winner of no fewer than 
27 international competitions, he was presented in 2007 with the Stradivarius “Elder-
Voicu” violin, which will be heard in Los Angeles during this festival. 
Since returning to his native Romania, he has made it his mission to show classical 
music as a world open to everyone, a window toward harmony across national and 
cultural borders. As a kind of Romanian musical ambassador, he and the Stradivarius 
he performs on have visited many of the world’s capitals, uniting the sound of an 
extraordinary instrument to Tomescu’s deep musical sensibility.
Tomescu deftly combines innovation and tradition in his mission: playing in a subway 
station to demonstrate the continuing appeal of classical music, not just to the 
cognoscenti, but to all; he has performed to raise funds for the Romanian Association 
for the Blind, and to fund hearing aids for children. His efforts are not limited to 
performing; he is also a sought-after musical commentator in the press and on radio 
and television, addressing what it means to be an artist in the 21st century, how 
musical inspiration is developed, and why classical music continues to be a critical 
cultural force.
His powerful musical style may be best summarized by a quote about a single exemplary 
concert: “Alexandru Tomescu makes uncommon music out of Paganini’s Caprices, 
playing up contrasts, letting each 
phrase live and breathe. I expected 
an evening of champagne bubbles. 
Tomescu serves up whiskey.” —
David Larsen/Metro Magazine, New 
Zealand. 
Hear Tomescu at Soka July 19 
and Disney Hall July 25 in the 
USA premiere of a Jazzy-Gypsy 
Violin Concerto by Jacques 
Loussier.

IN THE NEWS: ALUMMI AND CURRENT ARTISTS

iPalpiti Star Alumni made an astonishing 
debut conducting LACO in January at 
Royce Hall.
“The Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra 
can stop looking for 
a new music director. 
Karina Canellakis fills 
the bill. Canellakis 
is an astonishing 
musician… model of 
a modern musician, 
one that would 
never have existed in 
the conventional old days.” —Mark Swed, LA Times

iPalpiti gives grants
Through the generosity of the Ernest Lieblich 
Foundation, iPalpiti was able to give first two start-
up festival grants: cellist Francisco Vila founded 
Music Festival of Esmeraldas in Ecuador ($4000) and 
Sami Merdinian and Yves Dharamraj ($1000) New 
Docta International Music Festival in Argentina at 
the National University of Cordoba and the Cordoba 
Conservatory. We are proud that iPalpiti alumni create 
their own festivals in their countries and perpetuate 
the mission of iPalpiti to support the continuity of the 
great traditions of classical music. More festivals in the 
making: Catharina Chen in Norway and Conrad Chow 
in Canada… it is rewarding to see iPalpiti musicians 
creating their own artistic projects, fulfilling iPalpiti’s 
dedication to artistic career advancement of iPalpiti 
artists. 

Violinist Kaija 
Lucas (Estonia)
Lucas toured the USA as 
a member of the English 
Chamber Orchestra. 

WITH MAESTRO AND FEW IPALPITI 
MEMBERS AFTER THE CONCERT AT 
PHILADELPHIA’S KIMMEL CENTER.
L–R: AZER DAMIROV, VLADIMIR DYO, 
AISHA DOSSUMOVA, KAIJA AND 
MAESTRO, ADELYA  SHAGIDULLINA

Violinist Samuel Nebyu and pianist 
Hayk Arsenyan were featured on May 
3, 2015 

Benefactors and iPalpiti Musicale events
Svetlana at Sands 

SVETLANA (CENTER) SURROUNDED BY 
(L–R) BENEFACTORS GRACE SCHERRER, 
CHAIRMAN  JONATHAN  STEINBERG, 
HOSTS LEONARD AND  ADA SANDS (VICE 
CHAIR), PATRONS MARILYN STAMPLER & 
JAY MARKOFF. DECEMBER 14, 2014

An Evening with Angel Romero
[iPalpiti Artistic Advisor]

L–R: ARIANE DAVID, HERB & ANNETTE WOLAS, 
TONIA & MIKHAIL GERSHFELD, ANGEL  ROMERO, 
ADA  SANDS, DAVID WIENER, MONTE LEMANN 

L–R: YVES, ANDREW, SUSAN FISHER, SVETLANA, HERNANDO 
COURTRIGHT, EDUARD SCHMIEDER. JANUARY 29, 2015

iPalpiti in New York
Since 2007, Susan and Charles Avery Fisher have 
hosted iPalpiti Musicales at their home. iPalpiti 
Junior clarinetist Andrew Moses performed with 
iPalpiti artists pianist Svetlana Smolina and cellist 
Yves Dharamraj.

L–R: DOREEN & HERNANDO  COURTRIGHT,  
HOSTS SUSAN & CHIP FISHER, IPALPITI 
ALUMNUS VIOLINIST SAMI MERDINIAN, 
GEOFFREY DAVIES (VIOLINCHANNEL.COM), 
SAMUEL NEBYU WITH HIS TEACHER AND 
IPALPITI MAESTRO EDUARD SCHMIEDER, HAYK 
& NUNE ARSENYAN.

18TH ANNUAL

iPalpiti FESTIVAL
OF INTERNATIONAL
LAUREATES

STAR ALUMNI ROMANIAN ALEXANDRU TOMESCU & CZECH 
PAVEL ŜPORCL CELEBRATE CZECH NATIONAL DAY WITH 
CZECH AMBASSADOR HIS EXCELLENCY JIŘI ŜITLER IN AN 
EXTRAORDINARY RECITAL TO SUPPORT EUROPEAN CAPITAL 
CULTURAL PROGRAM ON GREEN AND BLUE VIOLINS.

Francisco Vila
Ecuador*

Jacob Shaw
UK-Denmark

Giorgi Kharadze
Georgia-Germany

BASS
Mariechen Meyer
RSA

PIANO
Svetlana Smolina
Russia-Belgium-USA

*indicates soloist in Encinitas festival
†co-concertmaster

MEET NEW 
CONCERTMASTERS

This year, we will miss Peter 
Rainer—an irreplaceable 
leader of iPalpiti since 1995, 
with only two seasons missed 
in 20 years; this time, due 
to expecting his 4th child’s 
arrival exactly at the time of 
the festival (and finally, a girl! 
after 3 boys). So, Maestro 
appointed co-concertmasters: 
Kreeta-Julia Heikkilä from 
Finland and Irakli Tsadaia 
from Georgia. Irakli has been 
with iPalpiti for a few seasons 
and it is the second season 
for Kreeta.

Both are terrific musicians and 
experienced leaders:

• Kreeta was concertmaster of 
the Danish Chamber Orchestra, 
BBC symphony, and starting 
August takes as concertmaster of 
Oulu Symphony in Finland.

• Irakli has been concertmaster of
Georgian Chamber Orchestra in 
Ingolstadt, Germany since 2013.

iPalpiti Festival opens in Encinitas, CA with daily concerts 
by FIVE select iPalpiti Soloists in Virtuosi Series July 9-12 
at the Encinitas Library with ocean view, followed by a week-
long residency by the entire iPalpiti Orchestra in Encinitas 
that will culminate in a FREE community concert on July 18 
at San Dieguito Academy Amphitheater. 

L–R: KREETA-JULIA HEIKKILÄ, FINLAND; YURY REVICH, AUSTRIA-RUSSIA; 
MIDORI MARUYAMA, JAPAN; FRANCISCO VILA, ECUADOR; SVETLANA 
SMOLINA, RUSSIA-USA

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS, DEDICATED AND NEW.
Our list of supporters is always growing, but we need your support now, before the arrival of the 2015 
Festival artists. Your contribution helps covers expenses for international travel, accommodations, meals, 
transporation, venue rentals, and artist awards. PLEASE RENEW YOUR PARTNERSHIP NOW AT iPalpiti.org.

MAESTRO CIRCLE $30000+
Joyce & Aubrey Chernick 
Ernest Lieblich Foundation
Lloyd E. Rigler Foundation

LAUREATE CIRCLE $5000+
Mary Levin Cutler
Nathan Frankel
Los Angeles County Arts Commission
E. Nakamichi Foundation
Cecile van Meyers
Ada & Leonard Sands
Laura & Eduard Schmieder
Judge Harold Shabo 
Jonathan Steinberg & C. Buf Meyer
David Wiener

BENEFACTORS $1000+
Thomas Dengler 
City of Encinitas
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Mikhail & Antonina Gershfeld
Gary & Mary Gordon
Jim Houghton
Karen Snider Houghton
Monte & CC Lemann
Yukio Matsuura
Pirastro GmbH
Dr. Jim & Ruth Ode
Albert Sweet
Sandra Timmons/Encinitas
Tokio Marine Foundation
Anna Volkoff, CPA
Herb & Annette Wolas

PATRONS $500+
Roger Berg
Dr. Peter Newton
Nissenson Family
Regina Rogers
The Scherrer Foundation
Barbara & Hugh Smith
Steve Taub
Ellen Rienstra 
Demetra Winston
Owen Witte & Jami McLaughlin Witte

PARTNERS $100+
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Aftergood
Thomas Backer
Dr. Ludmila Bess
Stanley Black
Bob Bogert
Eleanor Blumenberg
Michael Bortman
Brian Byrnes
Joan Caplis
Martin & Nancy Chalifour
Marion & C.K. Chan 
Stephen Erlich
James R. Gilliam/Encinitas
Dr. & Mrs. Jay Goldsmith
Thomas Goldstein
Stephen Goodman
Larry & Shirley Grodsky
Lynne Hayashi 
Andrew & Halina Jagoda
Mrs. Helga Kasimoff
Barry & Lisa Kay
Esfir Lebovich
Arnold & Judy Liebman
Daniel Lowenstein
Ilse Loy
Fred Manaster 
Tsovinar Melkonyan
Sarah & Alex Mishurov
Johanna & Ronald Odrich
Nancy & Harris Oliff
Lambert Orkis
Merle Rain
Eric Roberts
Rosalee Saikley
Linda & Peter Schlessinger
Marilyn Schmitt
Dale & Lilly Seltzer
Joan Sherwood
Fred & Sonia Silverstein
Nancy Snyder/Encinitas
Elizabeth Spiegel
Ali Vahdani 
Osvaldo H.Viveros/Encinitas
Dr. & Mrs. Stanley Weinstock

Corwin & Ruby Ann White
Cherise Wolas
Trude & J.W. Zillgens/Encinitas

ASSOCIATES $75 AND UNDER
Mr. & Mrs. Yoshio Akiyama
Kathleen L. Fitzgerald
Kara Fox
Serafima Goldberg 
Sandra D. Jansen
Curt McCombs
Aviva Rosenbloom
Ray. S. Roulette
Rita Rubin
Bella Shoykhet
Diana Soltesz
Evelyn Stecher
Kelly Wade
Nicola Walter 
Judy Wurmbrand

IN KIND
City of Beverly Hills
Hayk Arsenyan/Pianist
Thomas Backer, Ph.D
Mark Evans/Graphic Design
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Nathan Frankel/Host
Lynne Hayashi/Office Support
Kasimoff-Blüethner Piano
Kawai America Corporation
KMNB Media Group/Eugene Levin
Lyric Culture/Hanna Solomon
RHUMC
Robert Cauer Violins
Petit Ermitage/Stefan Ashkenazy
Performing Arts LIVE/Mike Napoli
Dana Ross Photography
Sands & Associates
Harold Schloss/IT support
Jonathan Steinberg/Irell & Manella LLP
TOPA Management
Thereza Verboon/Host
Anna Volkoff, CPA

LEO FRANKEL FUND

THANK YOU TO THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
FOR ITS CONTINUING SUPPORT

VOLUNTEERS

$1,800+
Anonymous
Mikhail & Antonina Gershfeld
Anita Lorber
Yukio Matsuura
Eduard & Laura Schmieder
Fugio Watanabe-Itochu Metals Inc.
David Wiener
Herb & Annette Wolas

$1,000+
Mary Levin Cutler
Dr. & Mrs. Berthram Rosenthal
Victor Vollhardt

$500+
Adriana Alberghetti 
Mary Bergman-Rallis
Jim & Lee Cavanaugh
Kenneth & Ruby Daub 
Gabriel Eshaghian
Bernie & Bonnie Goler 
Faina & Jay Lite
Jay Markoff
C. van Myers
Nicoleta Petrescu
Marvin & Natalie Shapiro 
Maureen Shapiro
John Spruce
Albert Sweet
Steve Taub
Victor Vollhardt
Abraham & Nancy Willinger
Dylan Yolles

$100+
Roger Berg
Yakov Birman
Heidi Brooks
Unjoo Byars
Claude Eshaghian
Roberta Gendel
Jessica Goodman
Fay & Frank Kaitlin 
Tibor & Marika Kochish
Caryl Lee
Elan Mordoch
Hon. Harold Shabo
Simon Sinek

September 2014–June 10, 2015.

Every effort has been made to ensure
the accuracy of this list. Any omissions
are sincerely regretted.

Brad Meyerowitz, Cindy Brynan, Patty Acuna
Art & Culture Community Services Department

Councilmembers, City of Beverly Hills

Brian Byrnes
Alla Feldman
Dmitri Foox
Esther Lebovich
Rada Konvisser

Florence Nakao
Asya Rachitsky
Dana Ross 
Marilyn Schmitt

Julian A. Gold
Mayor, City of Beverly Hills

The Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation produces video recordings of our annual Disney Hall 
concerts, offered free to Patrons and above. To purchase a DVD ($18), please call (310) 205-0511.

ALUMNI ALBUM RELEASES
iPalpiti’s alumni have become leading soloists, concertmasters, and orchestral and chamber players around the world. The accomplishments of all 200+ alumni would be 
too lengthy to list—visit www.ipalpiti.org.

ALBUM SPOTLIGHT: SACRED & PROFANE
Just released on the BCM+D label and available now at iPalpiti CD Store, iTunes, Amazon & GooglePlay 

Recorded live at the Walt Disney Concert Hall, this album features
“Stabat Mater” and “Carmen Suite” from the 2014 festival grand finale.

“iPalpiti dazzles in Stabat Mater...Shchedrin’s suite, composed in 1967 for his wife,
ballerina Maya Plisetskaya, was taken on a thrilling ride by iPalpiti” —Los Angeles Times  
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Following his “flamenco & falla” concert 
with Dudamel and the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, Sir Angel joined benefactors 
and board of directors reception generously 
hosted by Ada  and Leonard Sands.

12th Annual Leo Frankel Tribute
On November 22, 2014, 80 guests gathered to support the Leo Frankel Memorial 
Fund. The Tribute was again held at Nathan’s residence, with a performance of 
Brahms’ Clarinet Quintet at the Leo Frankel Concert Hall. Nathan, iPalpiti board 
member, was the lead violinist with iPalpiti alumni artists Jason Issokson (1st 
violinist, Argus Quartet), Juan-Miguel Hernandez (violist, Fine Arts Quartet), 
cellist Evgeny Tonkha, and iPalpiti Junior Andrew Moses, clarinet. The Twilight 
Dinner was set in the main house indoor-outdoor beautiful grounds.
Nathan’s love to his father and devotion to music merge in annual tribute to 
honor Leo’s commitment to iPalpiti artists. Established in November 2003, the 
Leo Frankel Memorial Award Fund honors Leo, a founding board member of iPalpiti, and a gifted violinist. Nathan continues in his father’s steps as 
a member of the iPalpiti board and, in an annual tribute event, performs with iPalpiti artists. Since its founding, iPalpiti provided essential support 
to 238 musicians from 45 countries. The Frankel Fund is a significant contributor toward the ongoing success of iPalpiti.

iPalpiti artist Svetlana Smolina performs with Vadim Repin 
(iPalpiti Artistic Advisor) in Toronto 
“…He’s been called the “Russian Paganini” and all it takes is seeing him live once 
to understand why. …Accompanying him was Svetlana Smolina on the piano, who 
more than held her own while presenting a contrasting style that was every bit as 
pleasing to watch.” —Examiner Review
Prior to the iPalpiti festival, Svetlana’s season included performances of 
Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 2 in NYC at the Salmagundi Arts Center, with 

Florida Symphony in May, and playing Prokofiev Concerto with the Dublin Philharmonic Orchestra in Bulgaria.

MUSIC DIRECTOR & 
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SEASON MEMENTOS

FEATURED SOLOIST
Alexandru Tomescu,
violin
State Soloist of Romania 

“Alexandru Tomescu is a 
great artist, an ambassador 
of Romanian culture. 
Together with his violin he 
went throughout Europe 
and America and changed 
people’s views of Romania” 
—Kansan Uutiset, Helsinki, 
Finland

Star alumnus Alexandru Tomescu returns to iPalpiti and Disney Hall after establishing 
himself as an international “violin superstar” (Berliner Morgenpost). A former student 
of Eduard Schmieder and Tibor Varga, Tomescu was an iPalpiti soloist early in his 
career, in iPalpiti’s first festival in 1998. Since then, he has gone on to perform in the 
world’s leading concert halls including Carnegie Hall, the Concertgebouw, Tokyo’s 
Metropolitan Arts Center, and collaborating with conductors such as Valery Gergiev, 
Kurt Masur, Maxim Vengerov and Christoph Eschenbach. The winner of no fewer than 
27 international competitions, he was presented in 2007 with the Stradivarius “Elder-
Voicu” violin, which will be heard in Los Angeles during this festival. 
Since returning to his native Romania, he has made it his mission to show classical 
music as a world open to everyone, a window toward harmony across national and 
cultural borders. As a kind of Romanian musical ambassador, he and the Stradivarius 
he performs on have visited many of the world’s capitals, uniting the sound of an 
extraordinary instrument to Tomescu’s deep musical sensibility.
Tomescu deftly combines innovation and tradition in his mission: playing in a subway 
station to demonstrate the continuing appeal of classical music, not just to the 
cognoscenti, but to all; he has performed to raise funds for the Romanian Association 
for the Blind, and to fund hearing aids for children. His efforts are not limited to 
performing; he is also a sought-after musical commentator in the press and on radio 
and television, addressing what it means to be an artist in the 21st century, how 
musical inspiration is developed, and why classical music continues to be a critical 
cultural force.
His powerful musical style may be best summarized by a quote about a single exemplary 
concert: “Alexandru Tomescu makes uncommon music out of Paganini’s Caprices, 
playing up contrasts, letting each 
phrase live and breathe. I expected 
an evening of champagne bubbles. 
Tomescu serves up whiskey.” —
David Larsen/Metro Magazine, New 
Zealand. 
Hear Tomescu at Soka July 19 
and Disney Hall July 25 in the 
USA premiere of a Jazzy-Gypsy 
Violin Concerto by Jacques 
Loussier.

IN THE NEWS: ALUMMI AND CURRENT ARTISTS

iPalpiti Star Alumni made an astonishing 
debut conducting LACO in January at 
Royce Hall.
“The Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra 
can stop looking for 
a new music director. 
Karina Canellakis fills 
the bill. Canellakis 
is an astonishing 
musician… model of 
a modern musician, 
one that would 
never have existed in 
the conventional old days.” —Mark Swed, LA Times

iPalpiti gives grants
Through the generosity of the Ernest Lieblich 
Foundation, iPalpiti was able to give first two start-
up festival grants: cellist Francisco Vila founded 
Music Festival of Esmeraldas in Ecuador ($4000) and 
Sami Merdinian and Yves Dharamraj ($1000) New 
Docta International Music Festival in Argentina at 
the National University of Cordoba and the Cordoba 
Conservatory. We are proud that iPalpiti alumni create 
their own festivals in their countries and perpetuate 
the mission of iPalpiti to support the continuity of the 
great traditions of classical music. More festivals in the 
making: Catharina Chen in Norway and Conrad Chow 
in Canada… it is rewarding to see iPalpiti musicians 
creating their own artistic projects, fulfilling iPalpiti’s 
dedication to artistic career advancement of iPalpiti 
artists. 

Violinist Kaija 
Lucas (Estonia)
Lucas toured the USA as 
a member of the English 
Chamber Orchestra. 

WITH MAESTRO AND FEW IPALPITI 
MEMBERS AFTER THE CONCERT AT 
PHILADELPHIA’S KIMMEL CENTER.
L–R: AZER DAMIROV, VLADIMIR DYO, 
AISHA DOSSUMOVA, KAIJA AND 
MAESTRO, ADELYA  SHAGIDULLINA

Violinist Samuel Nebyu and pianist 
Hayk Arsenyan were featured on May 
3, 2015 

Benefactors and iPalpiti Musicale events
Svetlana at Sands 

SVETLANA (CENTER) SURROUNDED BY 
(L–R) BENEFACTORS GRACE SCHERRER, 
CHAIRMAN  JONATHAN  STEINBERG, 
HOSTS LEONARD AND  ADA SANDS (VICE 
CHAIR), PATRONS MARILYN STAMPLER & 
JAY MARKOFF. DECEMBER 14, 2014

An Evening with Angel Romero
[iPalpiti Artistic Advisor]

L–R: ARIANE DAVID, HERB & ANNETTE WOLAS, 
TONIA & MIKHAIL GERSHFELD, ANGEL  ROMERO, 
ADA  SANDS, DAVID WIENER, MONTE LEMANN 

L–R: YVES, ANDREW, SUSAN FISHER, SVETLANA, HERNANDO 
COURTRIGHT, EDUARD SCHMIEDER. JANUARY 29, 2015

iPalpiti in New York
Since 2007, Susan and Charles Avery Fisher have 
hosted iPalpiti Musicales at their home. iPalpiti 
Junior clarinetist Andrew Moses performed with 
iPalpiti artists pianist Svetlana Smolina and cellist 
Yves Dharamraj.

L–R: DOREEN & HERNANDO  COURTRIGHT,  
HOSTS SUSAN & CHIP FISHER, IPALPITI 
ALUMNUS VIOLINIST SAMI MERDINIAN, 
GEOFFREY DAVIES (VIOLINCHANNEL.COM), 
SAMUEL NEBYU WITH HIS TEACHER AND 
IPALPITI MAESTRO EDUARD SCHMIEDER, HAYK 
& NUNE ARSENYAN.

18TH ANNUAL

iPalpiti FESTIVAL
OF INTERNATIONAL
LAUREATES

STAR ALUMNI ROMANIAN ALEXANDRU TOMESCU & CZECH 
PAVEL ŜPORCL CELEBRATE CZECH NATIONAL DAY WITH 
CZECH AMBASSADOR HIS EXCELLENCY JIŘI ŜITLER IN AN 
EXTRAORDINARY RECITAL TO SUPPORT EUROPEAN CAPITAL 
CULTURAL PROGRAM ON GREEN AND BLUE VIOLINS.

Francisco Vila
Ecuador*

Jacob Shaw
UK-Denmark

Giorgi Kharadze
Georgia-Germany

BASS
Mariechen Meyer
RSA

PIANO
Svetlana Smolina
Russia-Belgium-USA

*indicates soloist in Encinitas festival
†co-concertmaster

MEET NEW 
CONCERTMASTERS

This year, we will miss Peter 
Rainer—an irreplaceable 
leader of iPalpiti since 1995, 
with only two seasons missed 
in 20 years; this time, due 
to expecting his 4th child’s 
arrival exactly at the time of 
the festival (and finally, a girl! 
after 3 boys). So, Maestro 
appointed co-concertmasters: 
Kreeta-Julia Heikkilä from 
Finland and Irakli Tsadaia 
from Georgia. Irakli has been 
with iPalpiti for a few seasons 
and it is the second season 
for Kreeta.

Both are terrific musicians and 
experienced leaders:

• Kreeta was concertmaster of 
the Danish Chamber Orchestra, 
BBC symphony, and starting 
August takes as concertmaster of 
Oulu Symphony in Finland.

• Irakli has been concertmaster of
Georgian Chamber Orchestra in 
Ingolstadt, Germany since 2013.

iPalpiti Festival opens in Encinitas, CA with daily concerts 
by FIVE select iPalpiti Soloists in Virtuosi Series July 9-12 
at the Encinitas Library with ocean view, followed by a week-
long residency by the entire iPalpiti Orchestra in Encinitas 
that will culminate in a FREE community concert on July 18 
at San Dieguito Academy Amphitheater. 

L–R: KREETA-JULIA HEIKKILÄ, FINLAND; YURY REVICH, AUSTRIA-RUSSIA; 
MIDORI MARUYAMA, JAPAN; FRANCISCO VILA, ECUADOR; SVETLANA 
SMOLINA, RUSSIA-USA

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS, DEDICATED AND NEW.
Our list of supporters is always growing, but we need your support now, before the arrival of the 2015 
Festival artists. Your contribution helps covers expenses for international travel, accommodations, meals, 
transporation, venue rentals, and artist awards. PLEASE RENEW YOUR PARTNERSHIP NOW AT iPalpiti.org.

MAESTRO CIRCLE $30000+
Joyce & Aubrey Chernick 
Ernest Lieblich Foundation
Lloyd E. Rigler Foundation

LAUREATE CIRCLE $5000+
Mary Levin Cutler
Nathan Frankel
Los Angeles County Arts Commission
E. Nakamichi Foundation
Cecile van Meyers
Ada & Leonard Sands
Laura & Eduard Schmieder
Judge Harold Shabo 
Jonathan Steinberg & C. Buf Meyer
David Wiener

BENEFACTORS $1000+
Thomas Dengler 
City of Encinitas
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Mikhail & Antonina Gershfeld
Gary & Mary Gordon
Jim Houghton
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Yukio Matsuura
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Dr. Jim & Ruth Ode
Albert Sweet
Sandra Timmons/Encinitas
Tokio Marine Foundation
Anna Volkoff, CPA
Herb & Annette Wolas

PATRONS $500+
Roger Berg
Dr. Peter Newton
Nissenson Family
Regina Rogers
The Scherrer Foundation
Barbara & Hugh Smith
Steve Taub
Ellen Rienstra 
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Owen Witte & Jami McLaughlin Witte
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Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Aftergood
Thomas Backer
Dr. Ludmila Bess
Stanley Black
Bob Bogert
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Michael Bortman
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Martin & Nancy Chalifour
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Stephen Erlich
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Dr. & Mrs. Jay Goldsmith
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Mrs. Helga Kasimoff
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Esfir Lebovich
Arnold & Judy Liebman
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Sarah & Alex Mishurov
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Merle Rain
Eric Roberts
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Diana Soltesz
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Kelly Wade
Nicola Walter 
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IN KIND
City of Beverly Hills
Hayk Arsenyan/Pianist
Thomas Backer, Ph.D
Mark Evans/Graphic Design
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Nathan Frankel/Host
Lynne Hayashi/Office Support
Kasimoff-Blüethner Piano
Kawai America Corporation
KMNB Media Group/Eugene Levin
Lyric Culture/Hanna Solomon
RHUMC
Robert Cauer Violins
Petit Ermitage/Stefan Ashkenazy
Performing Arts LIVE/Mike Napoli
Dana Ross Photography
Sands & Associates
Harold Schloss/IT support
Jonathan Steinberg/Irell & Manella LLP
TOPA Management
Thereza Verboon/Host
Anna Volkoff, CPA

LEO FRANKEL FUND

THANK YOU TO THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
FOR ITS CONTINUING SUPPORT

VOLUNTEERS
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Anonymous
Mikhail & Antonina Gershfeld
Anita Lorber
Yukio Matsuura
Eduard & Laura Schmieder
Fugio Watanabe-Itochu Metals Inc.
David Wiener
Herb & Annette Wolas
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Mary Levin Cutler
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Jim & Lee Cavanaugh
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Hon. Harold Shabo
Simon Sinek

September 2014–June 10, 2015.

Every effort has been made to ensure
the accuracy of this list. Any omissions
are sincerely regretted.

Brad Meyerowitz, Cindy Brynan, Patty Acuna
Art & Culture Community Services Department

Councilmembers, City of Beverly Hills

Brian Byrnes
Alla Feldman
Dmitri Foox
Esther Lebovich
Rada Konvisser

Florence Nakao
Asya Rachitsky
Dana Ross 
Marilyn Schmitt

Julian A. Gold
Mayor, City of Beverly Hills

The Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation produces video recordings of our annual Disney Hall 
concerts, offered free to Patrons and above. To purchase a DVD ($18), please call (310) 205-0511.

ALUMNI ALBUM RELEASES
iPalpiti’s alumni have become leading soloists, concertmasters, and orchestral and chamber players around the world. The accomplishments of all 200+ alumni would be 
too lengthy to list—visit www.ipalpiti.org.

ALBUM SPOTLIGHT: SACRED & PROFANE
Just released on the BCM+D label and available now at iPalpiti CD Store, iTunes, Amazon & GooglePlay 

Recorded live at the Walt Disney Concert Hall, this album features
“Stabat Mater” and “Carmen Suite” from the 2014 festival grand finale.

“iPalpiti dazzles in Stabat Mater...Shchedrin’s suite, composed in 1967 for his wife,
ballerina Maya Plisetskaya, was taken on a thrilling ride by iPalpiti” —Los Angeles Times  
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Greetings!
In just a few weeks, the iPalpiti Festival returns to LA for its 18th annual musical celebration.

We invite you to welcome 24 prize-winning musicians from all corners of the earth in 14 events July 9–26!

Responding to intense audience demand from points south, we begin the Festival with a return to Encinitas, 
where we will feature five soloists in daily concerts from July 9–12 at their ocean-view Encinitas Library. The 
City of Encinitas enthusiastically embraced iPalpiti soloists for the past three seasons and were so eager to 
host entire iPalpiti that we accepted; on July 12, entire iPalpiti will arrive to this lovely ocean community (a 
huge bonus for our musicians to be three blocks from the beach!), prepare exciting programs and present 
their Virtuosi V recital as well as a FREE community orchestra concert at San Dieguitos Amphitheater. Take a 
weekend retreat to Encinitas since most programs will not be repeated in LA.

On Sunday, July 20, iPalpiti will give a concert at the fabulous Soka Performing Arts Center in Aliso Viejo, 
concluding their 2014–2015 season. The same night, audiences’ favorite pianist Svetlana Smolina will give 
a solo recital at Sundays Live! at LACMA. From July 20–27, all of the Festival artists will be “stationed” and 
pampered at the Petit Ermitage, and will hold open rehearsals daily at the City of Beverly Hills’ Municipal 
Gallery. Choose from FREE chamber music offerings at LACMA, or salon concerts in Beverly Hills at the 
Greystone Mansion and the private Leo Frankel Concert Hall, or the social highlight of the Festival: a private 
Meet the Artists Gala.

For the July 25th grand-finale concert at Walt Disney Concert Hall, Maestro Eduard will present a program 
of “DANCES & ROMANCES” from the heart of old world taking you on a musical romantic tour that will keep 
you “singing-along” throughout, ending with the famous Hungarian Rhapsody by Liszt. Alexandru Tomescu, 
State Soloist of Romania, returns as featured soloist in Jacques Loussier’s Concerto No. 2 for Violin and Tabla. 
Composed in 2006, this concerto was commissioned by the Menuhin Festival, and in acknowledgement of 
Menuhin’s fascination with Indian music, tabla is featured with opportunities for improvisation. Alexandru’s star 
personae, together with his Stradivarius violin, is perfect for this Jazzy-Gypsy concerto.

It is all for you, our audience: to gift you fabulous music, to show off iPalpiti’s artists’ extraordinary and diverse 
talents. Eduard’s music-making was once described thus: “He cannot play a meaningless note,” and this is 
what his musicians and listeners draw from him—his enormous conviction of the power of music and ability to 
convey that to the audience.

Turn to the last page (with calendar in hand), come to one, come to all Festival concerts. You, our supporters, 
friends and audience, support us the best by coming to the concerts and events, buying tickets not only for 
yourself but for your friends, introducing other music lovers to iPalpiti, meeting new artists (five this year!) and 
those you already know.

iPalpiti Artists International is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. FIN 95-4618040

OPUS

34
DEDICATED TO THE ARTISTIC CAREER ADVANCEMENT OF EXCEPTIONALLY GIFTED YOUNG PROFESSIONAL 
MUSICIANS AND TO THE PROMOTION OF PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING THROUGH MUSIC.

iPALPITI ARTISTS INTERNATIONAL, INC.

SEMI -ANNUAL
NEWSLETTER

18TH ANNUAL 

2015 FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

THURSDAY–SUNDAY, JULY 9–12 / iPalpiti Soloists: Virtuosi Series
7:30pm (July 9-11), 2:00pm (July 12) / Encinitas Library (San Diego County)
$15
Kreeta-Julia Heikkilä and Yury Revich,violins; Midori Maruyama, viola;
Francisco Vila, cello; Svetlana Smolina, piano

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15 / iPalpiti Soloists: Mozart & Paganini
7:30pm / Encinitas Library (San Diego County)
$15
Davide de Askaniis, violin/Italy & Friends

SATURDAY, JULY 18 / iPalpiti Orchestra: fun for all selections
4:00pm / San Dieguito Academy Amphitheater (Encinitas)
FREE

SUNDAY, JULY 19 / iPalpiti Orchestra*
2:00pm / Soka Performing Arts Center
$29–$39
Eduard Schmieder, conductor
Alexandru Tomescu, violin
*SAME PROGRAM AS AT DISNEY HALL JULY 25

SUNDAY, JULY 19 / iPalpiti Soloists at Sundays Live!
6:00pm / LACMA Bing Theater
FREE
Svetlana Smolina, piano

MONDAY, JULY 20 / iPalpiti Soloists
7:00pm / Leo Frankel Concert Hall, Beverly Hills
Rotary Beverly Hills MEETS iPalpiti
$50 (address given with ticket purchase)

TUESDAY, JULY 21 / iPalpiti Orchestra & Soloists
7:30pm / Rolling Hills United Methodist Church
FREE (Donations appreciated, 100% goes to the artists)
Selections from Festival programs

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22 / iPalpiti Soloists
7:30pm / Greystone Mansion, Beverly Hills
$40
French Night: Fauré/Debussy/Chausson/Franck
Kreeta-Julia Heikkilä and Yury Revich,violins; Francisco Vila, cello; Svetlana 
Smolina, piano

THURSDAY, JULY 23 / Meet the Artists Gala
6:00pm / Private Home, Beverly Hills
$200 gala only, $250 gala + VIP ticket to Disney Hall Concert

 FESTIVAL GRAND FINALE

SATURDAY, JULY 25 / iPalpiti Orchestra
8:00pm / Walt Disney Concert Hall
$10–$120
Eduard Schmieder, conductor

ANTON ARENSKY Variations on a Theme of Tchaikovsky
JACQUES LOUSSIER Concerto No. 2 for Violin and Tabla
 (USA Premiere)
 Alexandru Tomescu, violin

DANCES & ROMANCES from the heart of the old world
FERENC LISZT Hungarian Rhapsody N 2 (arr. Péter Wolf)

SUNDAY, JULY 26 / iPalpiti Soloists at Sundays Live!
6:00pm / LACMA Bing Theater
FREE
Mozart & Brahms string quintets

*Artists and Programs are subject to change without notice

iPalpiti Artists International, Inc. 
1900 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 1880
Los Angeles, CA 90067

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Los Angeles, CA
Permit No. 5538ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

FESTIVAL
JULY 9-26 
2O15

18TH ANNUAL

CONCERT LOCATIONS

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 310-205-0511

Bing Theater, LACMA
5905 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 
Encinitas Library
540 Cornish Dr., Encinitas
Greystone Mansion
905 Loma Vista Dr., Beverly Hills
San Dieguito Academy Ampitheater
800 Santa Fe Dr., Encinitas 

Leo Frankel Concert Hall
Directions given with paid reservation

Rolling Hills United Methodist Church
26438 Crenshaw Blvd., Rolling Hills Estates
Soka Performing Arts Center
1 University Dr., Aliso Viejo
Walt Disney Concert Hall
111 S. Grand Ave., Los Angeles

Laura Schmieder, director

PAYMENT

EXPIRATION DATE

SIGNATURE

CREDIT CARD NUMBER

Enclosed is my check.

Charge my credit card:
VISA    MC    AmEx

ORDER TICKETS 
BY MAIL
Mail your completed order 
form to:
 iPalpiti Artists
 International, Inc. 
 1900 Avenue of the Stars
 Suite 1880
 Los Angeles, CA 90067

TICKET DISCOUNTS
• 15% OFF 
 for Groups of 10+
• 25% OFF
 for Friends of iPalpiti
• $10 TICKETS
 for students and seniors

INFORMATION
& TICKETS 
TO ALL EVENTS
www.ipalpiti.org
(310) 205-0511

TICKETS FOR WALT DISNEY 
CONCERT HALL
available at 
(800) 745-3000
www.Ticketmaster.com 
or in person at the Walt Disney 
Concert Hall Box Office: 
111 S. Grand Avenue, Los Angeles

FESTIVAL
SPONSORS

WALT DISNEY CONCERT HALL
SEAT MAP

SEND MY TICKETS TO:

FIRST NAME LAST NAME

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

PHONE

ADDRESS

EMAIL

Thursday, July 9 ($15)  Saturday, July 11 ($15)
Friday, July 10 ($15) Sunday, July 12 ($15)

General ($19)     

MY DONATION (100% TAX-DEDUCTIBLE)  
Ticket sales cover only a portion of the Festival’s 
expenses. Donate $100 and receive 2 free tickets to 
a Festival concert of your choice.

SUNDAY, JULY 19 / SOKA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
General ($39)    Seniors/Students ($29)

MONDAY, JULY 20 / LEO FRANKEL CONCERT HALL
General ($50) - limited seating!    

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22 / GREYSTONE MANSION
General ($40) - limited seating!

THURSDAY, JULY 23 / PRIVATE HOME, BEVERLY HILLS
Gala only ($200) Gala + VIP Disney Hall Ticket ($250)

TICKETED CONCERTS

ORDER FORM NO. OF
TICKETS TOTAL

My Donation:

GRAND TOTAL:

$

$

$

3
Handling Fee:



Eduard Schmieder
Music Director & Conductor

ORDER TICKETS 

THURSDAY-SUNDAY, JULY 9-12 / ENCINITAS LIBRARY

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15 / ENCINITAS LIBRARY

 
SATURDAY, JULY 26 / WALT DISNEY CONCERT HALL 
Front Orchestra ($120) Terrace ($50)
Orchestra ($80) Orchestra View ($37)
Orchestra East/West ($60) Balcony ($24)

50% of each ticket price is tax-deductible
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