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iPalpiti’s 15th Laureates Festival lived up to the high expectations set by our audience, our musicians, our conductor and by the press.
Festival audiences filled all concert venues and were more enthusiastic than ever: who will forget the shouts of wonder that followed
the searing performance of Peter Vasks’ Piano Quartet at LACMA?  The twenty six musicians who comprised iPalpiti this year outdid
themselves: as they win important orchestral appointments, recording contracts, and concert appearances multiply, their role as the
leaders of classical music’s future is increasingly assured. Eduard Schmieder’s choice of repertoire this year was as illuminating as
ever, and the performances he drew from iPalpiti were deeply affecting; Schoenberg’s son was present for the for the Disney Hall 
performance of Verklärte Nacht, and pronounced it the finest he had heard.  Press coverage was wide and especially thorough: the Los
Angeles Times provided not only a sterling review, but a thoughtful and impressive portrait of four individual iPalpiti musicians.  
The iPalpiti Festival is, after 15 years, an event that is eagerly anticipated by audiences in Los Angeles, New York, and in venues from
Salzburg to Eilat.    Jonathan Steinberg, Chairman

iPalpiti artists love
music, they are its real
future  and the audiences 
acknowledge and truly
appreciate it.  So, we 
share some of iPalpiti
impressions received
post-festival:

Thank you for the miracle
of iPalpiti. The concert last
night was beyond excellent! From the choice of music to the performances... There aren’t words adequate to describe
the experience.  Each year somehow iPalpiti achieves a new benchmark for excellence.   Judge Harold Shabo

The Verklaerte Nacht performance was exceptional  it is not often that one hears it played so sensitively.
Congratulations to you and your fine performers.   Larry Schoenberg

Once again my grateful thanks to you all for a great great evening. There was something very special that came across
on a pure emotional level from the conductor and all the musicians, a pure joy. I was really moved.  Michael Going

Dear Maestro and Mrs. Schmieder,
We are in absolute and irrevocable awe of you: your grandiose talent, unbridled dedication, and unthinkable sacrifice.
Your efforts could only be measured on the scale of Greek tragedies for every day you are faced with seemingly insur
mountable obstacles.  What you do, however, elevates and ennobles the thousands who had a privilege of coming close
to your magic.  Ever since last night’s concert, we are suspended in a different dimension  by far more pure and bright
than our daily life.  We salute and celebrate you.  Roman, Yana, Rachelle and Ben Shukman

Bless you both for the wonderful work you are doing!!   Michael Napoli, Performing Arts LIVE

Never since high school have I cried listening to the music. I was sure I was way past that. They say Paganini’s violin
could cry and laugh. That’s what happened yesterday.   Rita Kravchinsky

I was blessed to be at Disney Hall on July 28th.  Something to be a talk of the town, the critics, the musicians, the human
beings! SCREAM about it LOUD! And in spite of the fact that I heard Schoenberg so many times and read a lot about it 
it was so impressive and different and very wise while so young and inspirational  it made me cry.  And Maestro’s body
language and the young artists expressions all indeed contributed.  Margarita Stanislavskaya, New Jersey

The iPalpiti Concert at the Walt Disney Concert Hall last night was outstanding! Eduard Schmieder as Conductor was
amazing! The young musicians were vibrant and enthusiastic! At 94 years, I continue to appreciate the importance of
classical music in our lives! I am fascinated by the sounds and the beauty of the movement of Maestro
Schmieder’s hands!!!!    Betty Falk

Magnificent and unforgettable   a spiritual key to the haven. With performance so superb, it was impossible to believe
that the musicians from all over the world were meeting in LA for the annual festivals only. Such a phenomenon could be
described by the equation “talent and youth of musicians” multiplied by “mastery, wisdom and knowledge of maestro
Eduard Schmieder.”  Galina Stolina & Friends

Dedicated to the artistic career advancement of exceptionally gifted young professional
musicians and to the promotion of peace and understanding through music.

iPalpiti Artists International,Inc.



Alumni News:
Violinist Daniel Austrich (Russia Germany) joined the Michelangelo Quartet  the youngest to play
alongside such renown in a classical international world as violist Nobuko Imai, cellist Frans Helmerson, and
violinist Michaela Martin. www.michelangelostringquartet.com

Violinist Julia Sakharova (Moldova) left her position as Assoc. Concertmaster of the Alabama
Symphony to join the Arianna String Quartet as well as the position of Assistant Professor of Violin at the
University of Missouri, St. Louis. www.ariannaquartet.com

Violinist Robert Kowalski (Poland) became First Concertmaster at the Radio Orchestra in Lugano /
Switzerland (Orchestra della Svizzera Italiana ).

Cellist Adolfo Gutierrez Arenaz (Spain) first appearance with iPalpiti was in 1996 at the Concertgebouw in
Amsterdam. He was the soloist with iPalpiti at the Ford Theater, and came to LA
annually through 2004.
Leading an active solo career, after his debut with the London Symphony (playing
Elgar concerto), he is an invited soloist for the Royal Philharmonic tour in May
2013 (under Charles Dutoit), and the Gewandhaus Orchestra in Leipzig (under
Riccardo Chailly).

Cellist Jason Calloway (USA)  a member of Amernet String Quartet for the
3rd season. Based in Miami, Amernet currently are The Fellows in the Honors

College at FIU, teaching a course entitled Exploring  World Cultures through the String Quartet. Touring this season
throughout the states, Mexico, Canada, Israel, Amernet’s 2013 season brings their Kennedy Center debut and the
South America tour to Colombia, Costa Rica, and Uruguay. Summer 2012 included many festivals residences, from Maui to Colorado, performing
Mozart Quintet with yet another iPalpiti alumnus, violist Misha Galaganov (Israel) who is now on the faculty at TCU in Fort Worth, TX.

Cellist Francisco Vila (Ecuador Spain) spent two months in Bolivia, giving classes in a program called Bolivia Clasica, which offers
children of all ages the chance to learn to play stringed instruments; and he says “there are some kids here
that show an amazing talent.” During July August he soloed with orchestras in Europe and recorded. He
returns to Chapelle Queen Elisabeth in Brussels after Bolivia program , and comes to LA in January for few
local series engagements.

More summer news:
iPalpiti violinist Irakli Tsadaia (Georgia) was selected prizewinner among 1003 participants of all 3 ses
sions of the Mozarteum Summer Academy. He went to Mozarteum right after LA festival  on a full scholar
ship from iPalpiti.  As Mozarteum prizewinner he received an €1100 award and concluded finale concert of
the famed Salzburg Festspiele. 

Strings at its Brilliant Best/ LA Times review excerptsEduard Schmieder likes to program transcriptions of works by name brand composers  and in the latest annual iPalpitishowcase at Walt Disney Concert Hall on Saturday night, he presented an entire evening of them.  It’s not a fashionable idea in this age of relentless pursuit of “authenticity,” but that doesn’t bother Schmieder. Nor shouldit, for he put together an imaginative, wide ranging and, yes, witty combination of these things, played with smooth, expert
brilliance by his young string players from around the globe. To start, there was a transcription of a Handel Passacaglia by Igor Lerman for strings and harpsichord that cascadesonward in lush fashion until, suddenly, the strings dissolve in a dissonant wash a la Alfred Schnittke (no wonder; the transcription was dedicated to him). The famous J.S. Bach/Stokowski Preludio followed, played by iPalpiti even more beautifully now than a decade ago. Leading Czech violinist Pavel Sporcl, last seen with iPalpiti in 1999, returning as a renowned virtuoso, played the
Kreisler/Zandonai version of Tartini’s “Devil’s Trill” Sonata, and added Saint Saëns’s Introduction and Rondo Capriccioso all rendered with polished control and dynamic variety, never forcing his tone.
Schoenberg’s own string orchestra version of his “Verklärte Nacht” was given a broad, scintillating, clearly etched performance that was very faithful to the score’s many tempo fluctuations, generating a cool fire that was quite moving.Finally, having once again affirmed iPalpiti’s ability to shine, Schmieder deconstructed it a bit with a little known

Hindemith practical joke, the “Minimax” quartet in string orchestra garb. “Minimax” is a parody of military band music, with
deliberate wrong notes, funny harmonics and wild, dynamic contrasts. The humor can be heavy in a hearty Germanic way,yet Schmieder’s deadpan underlining of certain points made for a performance of delightfully silly fun. Three encoreswrapped it all up  Böhm’s Perpetuum Mobile, Bach’s Badinerie and MacDowell’s “To a Wild Rose.”

 July 29, 2012, Rick Ginell, Los Angeles Times

2012
iPalpiti orchestral

ensemble of international laureates

Violins
Peter Rainer/Germany

Concertmaster
Yeseul Ann/Korea
Kamila Bydlowska/Poland
*Catharina Chen/Norway
Azer Damirov/Azerbaijan
Vladimir Dyo/USA
Aisha Dossumova/Kazakhstan
Ellen Jung/Canada Korea
Nobuko Kawamura/Japan
Nora Hapca/Romania
Conrad Chow/Canada
Irina Chepizhnaya/Russia
*Marie Radauer Plank/Austria
Irakli Tsadaia/Georgia

Violas
*Victor de Almeida/Australia
Brazil USA
Adelya Shagidullina/Tatarstan
Joseph Kauffman/USA 
Can Sakul/Turkey 
Bogdan Banu/Romania

Violoncelli
*Kian Soltani/Austria
Lars Hoefs/USA
Julie Jung/Canada
Yoni Draiblate/Israel
Jacob Shaw/UK Denmark

Bass:
Daniel Nix/USA
Dennis Trembly**

(Principal, LA Phil)

Piano
Svetlana Smolina/Russia

Flute
*Maron Anis Khoury/Israel

*Soloists in Encinitas 
July 11 15, 2012

** guest artist for Schoenberg



Festival Mementos 
REHEARSAL AND PREPARATION FOR THE GRAND-FINALE CONCERT…

GRAND-FINALE AT WALT DISNEY CONCERT HALL:  THE CONCERT …

Maestro tells a story… A moment of intensity Thanking the musicians

Concertmaster Peter Rainer  ready as ever…

Student/Teacher reunion

Pavel and his blue violin

Laura and Volunteers backstage… almost ready

Flag display is a favorite activity for
Disney Hall stage production crew,
Maestro guiding as well…

Display of Lyric Culture tees, the “official” iPalpiti rehearsal
attire, donated annually by Hanna Solomon, President,
LyricCulture.com

iPalpiti men modeling



Festival Events

…and the dessert

Cellist Yoni
Draiblate (Israel)

Benefactors Yana & Roman Shukman, Jay Markoff &
Marilyn Stample with iPalpiti artists

Host John Hughes with Deputy Consul General of
Germany Stefan Biedermann, his wife Laura, and iPalpiti
concertmaster Peter Rainer (Germany)

Host Gloria Shulman welcomes guests

Hosts Gloria Shulman (2nd from L) and John Hughes (R)
with guest neighbors

Commendations from Supervisor Zev YaroslavskyBenefactors Hanna Solomon, Anna Volkoff,
Joyce and Jennfer Chernick

— GREYSTONE MANSION CONCERT —

— MEET THE ARTISTS GALA —

Chairman Jonathan Steinberg, Brad Meyrowitz/City of
BH, Laura & Dr. Buf Meyer Steinberg

iPalpiti at the Greystone Mansion inner court in the
twilight…

Pavel Sporcl with Consul General of Czech Republic
Michal Sedlacek (R) and Lida Sandera, President
Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences (1st L of Pavel)

World premiere of Sharon Farber‘s
ONLY A BOOK Variations, 

Saban Theater/Temple of the Arts, Beverly Hills

The concert…



Thank You to the City of Beverly Hills for continuing support:
Art & Culture Commmunity Services Department: Brad Meyerowitz, Cindy Brynan & Patty Acuna • Mayor William W. Brien and Councilmembers

Heartfelt thanks to all our supporters
We are grateful to ALL our supporters: the dedicated and the new. Few of our members are aware that when we present young artists 

in iPalpiti programs, we covers all expenses (international travel, hotel, meals, local transportation, venues), and give awards. 
Every Festival we produce memorable brochures with each artist’s photo & bio, and listing every sponsor.

PLEASE CONSIDER iPalpiti IN YOUR END-OF-THE-YEAR GIVING. Visit iPalpiti.org, DONATE online. THANK YOU!
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Benefactors $1000+
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Mikhail & Antonina Gershfeld
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Monte & C.C. Lemann
Anika Lorber
Yukio Matsuura
The Nissenson Family
Dr. & Mrs. James Ode
H. Stephen E. Schloss
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Solomon
Tokio Marine Foundation
Anna Volkoff, CPA
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Marilyn Stampler 
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Dale & Lilly Seltzer
Sherry Sexton
Maria Shvager
Bob Somers
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Michael & Liz Steinfeld
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Judith & Robert Tolchin
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Mary Levin Cutler
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Nadia Frankel
Mikhail & Antonina Gershfeld
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Caryl Kim

Haya & Ralph Kisin
Tibor & Marika Kochish
Trent MacLean
Fred Manaster 
Yukio Matsuura
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Sasha Kupisk 
Esfir Lebovich
Joe Maldonado
Alyssa Mandel 
Kate Neligan & Iva Radisevic 
Emiliano Preciado
Mariano Preciado 
Dana Ross 
Marilyn Schmitt
Rachelle Shukman
Cory Wakamatsu

September  2011  September 2012
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Benefactors Concert Series
Presented throughout the year in private residences 

and exclusive salons by invitation only

November 19, 2013 7PM
Konstantin Boyarsky, Principal Viola, Royal Opera, London UK

Home of Ludmila Gierowitz, Pasadena

February 16, 2013 5PM
Pianist Svetlana Smolina

Leo Frankel Concert Hall, Beverly Hills
“ an outstanding Russian pianist with a luxuriant tone”

– Mark Swed, Los Angeles Times
New face of iPalpiti since 2011 summer festival, Svetlana became an

overnight favorite among Southern California’s aficionados, with 
numerous engagements by local concert series.

East Coast iPalpiti in New York: 
7th season at the home of Susan and Charles Avery Fisher

Dates will be posted on www.ipalpiti.org

Upcoming Season Highlights
10th annual Leo Frankel Tribute

Sunday, January 20, 2013 6PM
Inaugural Concert at Leo Frankel Concert Hall

Home of Nathan Frankel, Beverly Hills

Nathan Frankel, iPalpiti board member, honors 
his father performing with iPalpiti Artists & special guest 

Martin Chalifour, Principal Concertmaster of LA Philharmonic

Annual Holiday Appreciation Party
Sunday, December 16, 2012 2PM

Once a Year, NO AGENDA
for Board Members, Benefactors, Volunteers

Home of Eduard & Laura Schmieder

16th annual iPalpiti Festival of International Laureates
Encinitas, CA: July 9-14, 2013

Beverly Hills-Los Angeles: July 15-28, 2013
Walt Disney Grand Finale: Saturday, July 27, 2013

August 2013: iPalpiti tours Italy, Brazil. Details TBA

iPalpiti Artists International, Inc.
1900 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 1880
Los Angeles, CA 90067
www.iPalpiti.org

Commendations from Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky

post-festival

newsletter

“With Schmieder conducting, 
[iPalpiti] achieved a memorable, 
luminous, deeply moving 
performance… an astounding
demonstration of seamless and
beauteous string playing.”   

Daniel Cariaga, Los Angeles Times
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