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iPalpiti ARTISTS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

DEDICATED TO THE ARTISTIC CAREER ADVANCEMENT OF EXCEPTIONALLY GIFTED YOUNG PROFESSIONAL 
MUSICIANS AND TO THE PROMOTION OF PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING THROUGH MUSIC.

Dear Friends and Music Aficionados:

iPalpiti returns for its annual Festival of International Laureates, bringing you another great week in summer 
classical cultural life in LA! In this 29th season, Prize-Winning Laureates from 17 Countries – distinguished 
alumni and new discoveries – arrive in Southern California from Belarus, Ireland, Lithuania, 
China, Korea, Japan, Ecuador, Norway, Switzerland, Uzbekistan, Spain, Venezuela, Japan, Poland, Russia, 
Azerbaijan, Estonia and the US for a week’s residence in Beverly Hills, July 20-26.

The iPalpiti Festival “has become one of the highlights – in some years, the highlight – of the summer here.”   
                               —R. Ginell, American Record Guide.

This festival, Maestro Eduard Schmieder presents a unique musical phenomenon: VioliniPalpiti 
For the FIRST time since the famed Bolshoi Theatre Violin Ensemble toured America in the 1960s, Angelenos 
will hear the art of 14 violin virtuosi sounding as ONE in a classical-romantic-pop program “Songs of Love & 
Life” (“Canzoni d’amore e di vita”).  In a tribute to the great violin ensemble, showcasing unison and virtuosity 
–– qualities for which iPalpiti, under Schmieder’s direction, has long been praised, iPalpiti’s virtuoso 
violinists will play selections of beloved vignettes by great composers. 
The VioliniPalpiti concert will take place on Saturday, July 25, 8PM at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the 
Performing Arts in Beverly Hills. Program will conclude with a Salute to America’s 250th!

From virtuosi extravaganzas to duets, trios, to guitar quintet and concerto for violin, piano and string quartet, 
iSolistiPalpiti (iPalpiti Soloists) will mesmerize the audience with a wide range of music from familiar tunes to 
rarely heard gems. 

Prior to the LA festival, iPalpiti orchestra will be Czech Republic, June 15-24, in collaboration with alumnus 
Pavel Šporcl’s Stars over Vltava festival.  Twenty-two stellar musicians from 18 countries, under the baton 
of Maestro Schmieder will in residency at the sprawling estate of the Chateau Cihelny and give concerts 
at world-famous Marienbad and Carlsbad spas and Prague with Pavel Šporcl – Czech violin superstar – as 
featured soloist. 
A symbol of international dialogue, the energy of the young generation, and the connection of musical 
cultures, these concerts confirm the European and global dimension of the iPalpiti collaborative projects.

As always, you will be inspired and uplifted! TICKETS:ipalpiti.org/performances/ipalpiti-festival-2026/

Continued... In the News & SEASON MEMENTOS
iPalpiti Artists International, Inc. 1125 
N. Fairfax Ave, POB 462117 West 
Hollywood, CA 90046-9998 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

29th season

Festival: 
July 20-26
2026

If you are not able 
to attend in person, 
browse ipalpiti.org 

Check Festival 
2026 programs. 
Find something 
new on YouTube 
iPalpitimusic 

YOUR SUPPORT 
IS GREATLY 
APPRECIATED. 
 
Visit ipalpiti.org/
contribute/

JULY 20-24 Rehearsal Residency at the Greystone Mansion. 
                      Open to the public by reservation.

TUESDAY•JULY 21•8PM PETIT ERMITAGE | Rooftop Soirée 

Program announced from stage

WEDNESDAY•JULY 22•7PM GREYSTONE MANSION | iPalpiti Soloists 

Franz Schubert Notturno in E-Flat Major for Piano Trio, D.897

 Michael Davidman, piano

 Boris Borgolotto, violin 

          Francisco Vila, cello

Ernest Chausson Concerto for Violin, Piano, and String Quartet

 Boris Borgolotto, violin    Michael Davidman, piano         

 Takamori Arai & Sherzod Abdiev, violins 

 Njord Kårason Fossnes, viola   Francisco Vila, cello

THURSDAY•JULY 23•8PM MUNICIPAL GALLERY  | iPalpiti Soloists 

Haendel-Halvorsen Passacaglia

 Veronika Sveshnikova, violin/Julia Kuzmina, viola

Mario 
Castelnuovo-Tedesco    Guitar Quintet, Op. 143 (1950)* 

 Alexander Milovanov, guitar

  Pablo Rapado Jambrina & Kamila Bydlowska, violins

 Julia Kuzmina, viola         Francisco Vila, cello

Heinrich Ernst Variations on the “Last Rose of Summer” 

 Yuan Tian, solo violin 

Bjarne Brustad Eventyrsuite 

 Njord Kårason Fossnes, solo viola

Ruslan Dashdamirov La Folia Variations  

 Ruslan Dashdamirov, solo violin

Frédéric Chopin Ballade N 4, Op.52 (1842)  

 Michael Davidman, piano
 
SATURDAY•JULY 25•8PM THE WALLIS | VioliniPalpiti

14 violin virtuosi sounding as ONE in a classical-romantic-pop program 

“Songs of Love & Life” (Canzoni d’amore e di vita) 

Program will conclude with a Salute to America’s 250th!
 
SUNDAY•JULY 26•5PM LEEDS AMPHITHEATER, BEL AIR | Meet the Artists 

An annual social event to honor iPalpiti musicians

Dinner in the Garden / Performance at iPalpitians’ inspiration / Farewell

IPALPITI FESTIVAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAUREATES 2026
THE ACCLAIMED “UNITED NATIONS OF MUSIC”

- 29TH SEASON -

EDUARD & LAURA SCHMIEDER, MUSIC & ARTISTIC DIRECTORS

CONCERT LOCATIONS

PETIT ERMITAGE
8822 Cynthia St, West Hollywood

GREYSTONE MANSION
905 Loma Vista Dr., Beverly Hills

CITY HALL MUNICIPAL GALLERY
455 N. Rexford Dr., Beverly Hills

THE WALLIS Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts
9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd., Beverly Hills

 FRED & DINA LEEDS AMPHITHEATER
Address provided with paid reservation

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 310-205-0511
TICKETS | RSVP: 
www.iPalpiti.org/performances/iPalpiti-festival-2026
*Artists and Programs are subject to change without notice

Annual APPRECIATION PARTY:
The Annual Holiday Appreciation Party for iPalpiti’s benefactors, 
volunteers, and friends took place at Schmieder’s home in December 
2025. Guests celebrated the holidays in style and cheers, mesmerized 
by the talent of the new iPalpiti find, amazing clarinetist Elad Navon, 
Israel.

BENEFACTORS SERIES IN LA:
NIKKA GERSHMAN, Flute and ELAD NAVON, Clarinet
March 12: Home of generous and dedicated hosts 
Helena and Stanley Kolodziey 

Fabulous evening of 
super-talented Nikka 
Gershman and Elad 
Navon. 

In a moving final encore, 
ETERNITY  for clarinet 
and piano by Dr. Melinda 
Hakim, was played as 
a tribute to Dr. Saeed 
Hakim, a founding board 
member of iPalpiti.

ITALIAN VIRTUOSO VIOLINIST DAVIDE DE ASCANIIS & 
AMERICAN PIANIST PRODIGY MICHAEL DAVIDMAN
March 25: Home of Charles Avery & Susan Fisher, dedicated and 
generous hosts since 2006. The duo made their NYC return featuring 
beloved Italian tunes across four centuries in a breathtaking concert.

Special “edition” pamphlet 20 years at Glance: iPalpiti Musicales at Fishers, 
with events /artists chronologically was given to all present: 56 artists were 
featured including special appearances by honorary artistic board  pianist Vladimir 
Ashkenazy, violinists Mme. Ida Haendel & Eduard Schmieder.

iPALPITI TRIO: DAVIDE DE ASCANIIS, violin 
SVETLANA SMOLINA, piano, FRANCISCO VILA, cello
March 21: a magical event of music in enchanting place: 
Elsewhere Topanga/ Great Hall, another unique estate of 
Stefan Ashkenazy (iPalpiti board member). 
The amazingly talented trio of illustrious alumni performed Brahms 
Trio and encore arrangements of Rachmaninoff, Brahms, Glinka, 
and Piazzolla. 

L: “THREE CHAIRMANS”: surrounded by iPalpiti founders Laura and Eduard Schmieder 
are Mikhail Gershfeld (Chairman 1999-2000, 2020 -current), founding Chairman Mary Levin 
Cutler, Jonathan Steinberg (2000-20020, Chairman Emeritus).

iPalpiti MUSICALES IN NY:
ALEXANDER BOLDACHEV, harp
March 4: Swiss-Russian harpist extraordinaire performed at 
Naomi & David Schoenkin home in West Village. 
Boldachev makes classical and contemporary genres seamlessly 
intertwine, as his unique arrangements breathe new life into 
Vivaldi’s spirited “Four Seasons”, Rachmaninov’s emotive 
“Prelude”, and Queen’s epic “Bohemian Rhapsody.” 
This performance was a testament to Boldachev’s ingenuity and 
the harp’s versatility as a solo instrument.

First audience member arrived (with host Naomi Schoenkin)

Board Members and Benefactors with artists

Host Helena Kolodziey (L) with members of the Board and Artists 
Nikka Gershman, Elad Navon, and pianist Vivian Fan

“Year after year you give us a gift for the 
best concert in town”

- Denis Bade, 
LA Philharmonic 

 program writer, musicologist



In the News & SEASON MEMENTOS           Festival of International Laureates 29th season
Eduard Schmieder, Music Director/Conductor

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS, DEDICATED AND NEW.
iPalpiti performances and programs have won unanimous praise around the world. Help us to continue our 
commitment to talented young classical professional musicians, and to our community.
PLEASE RENEW YOUR SUPPORT. DONATE NOW.

We are proud our alumni – over 400 in 63 countries to date – becoming leading soloists, concertmasters, 
orchestral and chamber players around the world, carrying the continuity of the great traditions of classical music 
along the mission of Love, Humanity, and PEACE.  Deep ties have been forged, spanning the nations; new 
festivals and celebrations around the world have been born, spreading the spirit of iPalpiti around the globe.

With your support, iPalpiti has built the network of lifetime associations that transcend the conflict of our 
times.   THIS WORK SIMPLY DOES NOT HAPPEN WITHOUT YOU.

THANK YOU TO THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
FOR ITS CONTINUING SUPPORT SINCE 1998!

WANT TO BE A BOARD MEMBER?  CALL: 310.205.0511 or EMAIL INFO@iPalpiti.ORG

• When we feature young artists, we cover ALL expenses 
( international travel, hotel, meals, local, transportation, 
venues) and give cash awards. Memorable annual brochures 
list each sponsor and each artist’s photo and bio. 

• 100% of your contribution goes toward supporting 
exceptional prize-winning young professional classical 
musicians from around the world, promoting peace and 
understanding through music.

Art & Culture Community Services Department:
Matthew Brown, Stephanie Harris, Christopher Paulson,
Sara Scrimshaw 
Mayor, Hon. Craig A. Corman
Vice Mayor: Mary N. Wells 
Councilmembers: Lester Friedman, John A. Mirish, 
Sharona R. Nazarian 

The Lloyd E. Rigler - Lawrence 
E. Deutsch Foundation produces 
video recordings of iPalpiti 
concerts, featured on PBS. 

Watch iPalpitimusic channel on YouTube

 $5,000 + LAUREATE CIRCLE ________________________________________ 
 $1,000 + BENEFACTOR
 $500 PATRON _____________________________________________________ 
 $250 iPALPITI VIBES
 $100 PARTNER
 $75 & under FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES 
 $_______________ Any amount makes an impact
 $___________ In Honor Of  __________________________________________

Name   _____________________________________________________________
Email    _____________________________________________________________
Phone    ____________________________________________________________
Donation Amount $____________________

 Check (Please make checks payable to iPalpiti Artists International )
 Visa   MC   Amex1

Card# ________________________________________________ Exp Date  ____

Billing Address  _______________________________________  CVV: _________

City __________________________________________ Zip Code _____________

DONATE ONLINE: www.iPalpiti.org • DETACH and MAIL this FORM

TWO NEW FINDS:
SHERZOD ABDIEV, violinist from Uzbekistan 

and NJORD KÅRASON FOSSNES, violist 

from Norway were the finalists and the 

recipients of iPalpiti Special Prize at the 

60th Internationaler Instrumentalwettbewerb 

Markneukirchen in May 2025, selected 

among 172 participants from 38 countries. 

Both will arrive in LA for the festival!

JUNE 15-25: CZECH REPUBLIC
iPalpiti orchestra will hold residency and 
concerts at the world-famous Marienbad and 
Carlsbad spas and in Prague. 
In collaboration with alumnus Pavel Šporcl’s 
festival Stars over Vltava.

VIOLINISTS:
Boris Borgolotto, leader / France
Sherzod Abdiev / Uzbekistan-Switzerland
Samuel Allan / Ireland-Estonia
Takamori Arai / Japan
Kamila Bydlowska / Poland
Irina Chepyzhnaya / Ukraine
Olivia Jeongha Kim / Korea
Pablo Rapado Jambrina / Spain
Askar Salimdjanov / Uzbekistan-USA
Irakli Tsadaia / Georgia-Germany

VIOLISTS:
Juan-Miguel Hernandez / Canada
Joseph Kauffman / USA
Elvira Martinez / Spain
Can Sakul / Turkey-UK

CELLI:
Danagul Azhikenova / Kazakhstan
Kristyna Fraňková / Czech Republic
Jaani Helander / Finland
Francisco Vila / Ecuador

BASS:
Dušan Kostić / Serbia

JULY 20-26: BEVERLY HILLS
VioliniPalpiti 18 prize-winning laureates | 17 countries 
Historic Venues 
Rehearsal residency at the Greystone Mansion
Five concerts / events

VIOLINISTS:
Boris Borgolotto, leader / France
Sherzod Abdiev / Uzbekistan-Switzerland
Samuel Allan / Ireland-Estonia
Takamori Arai / Japan
Kamila Bydlowska / Poland
Ruslan Dashdamirov / Azerbaijan
Lina Juknevićiutė / Lithuania
Olivia Jeongha Kim / Korea
Julia Kuzmina / USA
Taisiya Losmakova / Belarus
Pablo Rapado Jambrina / Spain
Veronika Sverhnikova / Russia
Yuan Tian / China
Diego Zapata Gallardo / Venezuela

VIOLIST 
Njord Karason Fossnes / Norway

CELLIST:
Francisco Vila / Ecuador

GUITARIST:
Alexander Milovanov / Belarus-USA

PIANIST:
Michael Leonardo Davidman / USA

ALUMNI IN THE NEWS:
For His Debut on Delos, Boundary-Pushing Violinist and 
Composer TIM FAIN offers an Album of Powerful Works Including 
Three Premiere Recordings “…engrossing musicality of an old-
school virtuoso tied to a contemporary sensibility”

A unique voice on 
the music scene, Tim 
is at the forefront of 
technology, and has 
performed, composed 
music for, and produced 
projects in collaboration 
with Google, Samsung, 
Facebook, BBC, and 
TEDx, among many 
others. He can also be 
heard on the soundtracks 

to many acclaimed films, including Black Swan, The Tragedy of 
Macbeth, 12 Years a Slave, and Don’t Look Up. TimFain.com

British-Danish cellist and educator JACOB SHAW is a prominent 
figure frequently featured in The Strad magazine. In his most 
recent May feature ”How human should music education be?” 
Jacobexplores the student–teacher relationship in classical 
music. Professor of cello at the Royal Northern College of 
Music, Jacob Shaw reflects on why human connection remains 
essential to meaningful musical education, drawing on his 
experience and inspiration being part of iPalpiti and working 
with Maestro Schmieder.

(L-R): Maestro Schmieder/member of the international jury, Njord and Sherzod  with 
certificates, Julius Berger/President of the Jury.

iPalpiti
MAESTRO CIRCLE ($50,000 - $100,000)  
Joyce & Aubrey Chernick 

LAUREATE CIRCLE $5,000-$18,000
Hon. Judge Chistine Byrd 
Mary Levin Cutler
County of Los Angeles Arts Commission 
De Marchena-Huyke Foundation /
                David Niemetz & Noriko Tachibana
Global Engagement Fund, Temple University
Anita Lorber 
Ada Sands 
Laura & Eduard Schmieder
Jonathan Steinberg & Dr. Buf C. Meyer
Robert R. Stroker, Dean/Boyer College of Music
                            Vice Provost for the Arts,
                                       Temple University

BENEFACTORS ($1,000 - $4,999)
Dr. Guita Balakhane
Nell Cady-Kruse
Lauren Dani Chung
Community Foundation SCC/Lowenstern Fund
Dr. Hai-Lung Dai
Gabriel & Nava Danovitch
Valerie Field
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Dr. Bernard Franklin
Mikhail & Tonia Gershfeld
Jenny Grigor & Boris Grinshteyn
Donna & Emil Kasseinov
Jonathan Kaufelt & Holly Corn
Monte Lemann & CC Pulitzer-Lemann
Ronald Ozur 
George Pao / John S. Cambouris Trust
Harold & Lennie Schloss
Hon. Judge Harold Shabo
Ali Vahdani
Anna Volkoff & Norman Rachitsky
Annette & Herb Wolas

PATRONS $500+
Gary Baker
Robert & Deborah Barnes
David and Nancy Brigstock
Ariane David
Judy Farrell
Stewart Feuer
James Gilliam
Liza Glazer
Zhenya Gershman

James Murray & Nicola Grant
Margaret A. Houck
Dr. Gary & Victoria Klein
Anna & Vladimir Levin
Drs. Alexander & Julia Ljubimov
Anne Louise Rice
Regina Rogers
William Schneider
Barbara Smith

iPalpiti VIBES $250 +
Rita & Samuel Abarbanel
Karolina Albertson
Linda Bame
Tim Barker
Corrine Cahlon
Dr. Peter & Jo-Ann Cornell
Daniel Dorado
Rachel Field
James Gilliam
Lianne Halfon
John Herzog
Gordon Josey
Jay Lite
Fred Manaster
Dr. Lana Milton 
Ora & Jeffrey Nadrich
Stephen Palitz
Deborah Podus
Irene Red
Natalia & Marat Rosenberg
Sarah Schlesinger
Thereza Verboon
David & Scarlette Vogel
David Walker
Amanda Wee
Stephen & Julie Webber

PARTNERS (100+)
Lina Akopians
Richard Baum
Shahryar Balakhani
Sylvie Berl
Gideon Bernstein
Stephan Brumberg
Paul Czako
Catherine Deugarte
Susan Dubner
Jason Eisenberg
Karen Fishman
Laura Aimee Garn
Cristina Garcia

Goldstein Seija
Rachel & Israel Gorinstein
Lynne Hayashi
Elizabeth Kanski
Mara Kashper
Elena Katz
Olivia Kim
Sara Kinder
Esfir Lebovich
Thomas Lee
Loida Nicolas Lewis
Lyrica Leon 
Rosy Macarah
Suzanne Mantell
Tina & Charles Miller
Agi Orsi
Wanda Presburger
Toni Rabin
Ellen Rienstra
Howard Sands
Michael Shaw
Yana & Roman Shukman
Dr. Charles & Brenda Solomon
Michael Steinfeld
Galina Stolina
Abby Suckle
Adam Summer
Courtney Tuttle
Zi Wang
Dorothy Weiss
Rachel Yadegar

FRIENDS & ASSOCIATES 
($75 AND UNDER)
Lidya Averbukh
Thomas Backer
Inna Berger
Irene Bowers
Leonid Bychkovsky
Judith Collas
Judith Delafield
Lola Gershfield
Zhenya Gershman
Derek & Marsha Gleeson
Joan Goldfeder
Susan Greenberg
Zafirios Gourgouliatos
Milton Hyman
Thomas Johansen
Lianne Jedeikin Goldsmith
Laura Kelly
Val Kelman

Boris Komarov
Yelena Krutikova
Leah Lapidus
Lynda & Stan Levy
Anders Lykke
Fred Manaster
Roz Pepper
Michael Shaw
Marcia Sherrill
Neal Siegel
Ilana Silverman
Milada & Fero Sutka
Natalya Tarakanov
Leda Tcharfas
Galina Tsoyrev
Sharon Wiener
Helen Youngblood

IN-KIND
Severyn Ashkenazy &
Princess Irina Sayn-Wittgenstein| Host
Thomas Backer, PhD | Consultant
Blume Tonic Events | Lorenzo Munos
City of Beverly Hills 
Susan & Chip Avery Fisher| Host
Vladi Khiterer Inc. | Legal
Helena & Stanley Kolodziey| Host
Semyon Losmakov | IT support
Sands & Associates LLC
Harold Schloss | IT support
Naomi &David Schoenkin|Host
Oleg Schramm | Piano Tuner 
Flo Selfman | PR, Editing
Thereza Verboon | Host
Anna Volkoff, CPA

July 2025 – May 2026
Every effort has been made to ensure

          the accuracy of this list.
Any omissions are sincerely regretted.

VOLUNTEERS
We are grateful for your dedicated
support over the years and in future 
seasons!

Linda Bame 
Alla Feldman
Rada Konvisser 
Esfir Lebovich 
Flo Selfman 
Galina Vaisman



In the News & SEASON MEMENTOS           Festival of International Laureates 29th season
Eduard Schmieder, Music Director/Conductor

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS, DEDICATED AND NEW.
iPalpiti performances and programs have won unanimous praise around the world. Help us to continue our 
commitment to talented young classical professional musicians, and to our community.
PLEASE RENEW YOUR SUPPORT. DONATE NOW.

We are proud our alumni – over 400 in 63 countries to date – becoming leading soloists, concertmasters, 
orchestral and chamber players around the world, carrying the continuity of the great traditions of classical music 
along the mission of Love, Humanity, and PEACE.  Deep ties have been forged, spanning the nations; new 
festivals and celebrations around the world have been born, spreading the spirit of iPalpiti around the globe.

With your support, iPalpiti has built the network of lifetime associations that transcend the conflict of our 
times.   THIS WORK SIMPLY DOES NOT HAPPEN WITHOUT YOU.

THANK YOU TO THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
FOR ITS CONTINUING SUPPORT SINCE 1998!

WANT TO BE A BOARD MEMBER?  CALL: 310.205.0511 or EMAIL INFO@iPalpiti.ORG

• When we feature young artists, we cover ALL expenses 
( international travel, hotel, meals, local, transportation, 
venues) and give cash awards. Memorable annual brochures 
list each sponsor and each artist’s photo and bio. 

• 100% of your contribution goes toward supporting 
exceptional prize-winning young professional classical 
musicians from around the world, promoting peace and 
understanding through music.

Art & Culture Community Services Department:
Matthew Brown, Stephanie Harris, Christopher Paulson,
Sara Scrimshaw 
Mayor, Hon. Craig A. Corman
Vice Mayor: Mary N. Wells 
Councilmembers: Lester Friedman, John A. Mirish, 
Sharona R. Nazarian 

The Lloyd E. Rigler - Lawrence 
E. Deutsch Foundation produces 
video recordings of iPalpiti 
concerts, featured on PBS. 

Watch iPalpitimusic channel on YouTube

 $5,000 + LAUREATE CIRCLE ________________________________________ 
 $1,000 + BENEFACTOR
 $500 PATRON _____________________________________________________ 
 $250 iPALPITI VIBES
 $100 PARTNER
 $75 & under FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES 
 $_______________ Any amount makes an impact
 $___________ In Honor Of  __________________________________________

Name   _____________________________________________________________
Email    _____________________________________________________________
Phone    ____________________________________________________________
Donation Amount $____________________

 Check (Please make checks payable to iPalpiti Artists International )
 Visa   MC   Amex1

Card# ________________________________________________ Exp Date  ____

Billing Address  _______________________________________  CVV: _________

City __________________________________________ Zip Code _____________

DONATE ONLINE: www.iPalpiti.org • DETACH and MAIL this FORM

TWO NEW FINDS:
SHERZOD ABDIEV, violinist from Uzbekistan 

and NJORD KÅRASON FOSSNES, violist 

from Norway were the finalists and the 

recipients of iPalpiti Special Prize at the 

60th Internationaler Instrumentalwettbewerb 

Markneukirchen in May 2025, selected 

among 172 participants from 38 countries. 

Both will arrive in LA for the festival!

JUNE 15-25: CZECH REPUBLIC
iPalpiti orchestra will hold residency and 
concerts at the world-famous Marienbad and 
Carlsbad spas and in Prague. 
In collaboration with alumnus Pavel Šporcl’s 
festival Stars over Vltava.

VIOLINISTS:
Boris Borgolotto, leader / France
Sherzod Abdiev / Uzbekistan-Switzerland
Samuel Allan / Ireland-Estonia
Takamori Arai / Japan
Kamila Bydlowska / Poland
Irina Chepyzhnaya / Ukraine
Olivia Jeongha Kim / Korea
Pablo Rapado Jambrina / Spain
Askar Salimdjanov / Uzbekistan-USA
Irakli Tsadaia / Georgia-Germany

VIOLISTS:
Juan-Miguel Hernandez / Canada
Joseph Kauffman / USA
Elvira Martinez / Spain
Can Sakul / Turkey-UK

CELLI:
Danagul Azhikenova / Kazakhstan
Kristyna Fraňková / Czech Republic
Jaani Helander / Finland
Francisco Vila / Ecuador

BASS:
Dušan Kostić / Serbia

JULY 20-26: BEVERLY HILLS
VioliniPalpiti 18 prize-winning laureates | 17 countries 
Historic Venues 
Rehearsal residency at the Greystone Mansion
Five concerts / events

VIOLINISTS:
Boris Borgolotto, leader / France
Sherzod Abdiev / Uzbekistan-Switzerland
Samuel Allan / Ireland-Estonia
Takamori Arai / Japan
Kamila Bydlowska / Poland
Ruslan Dashdamirov / Azerbaijan
Lina Juknevićiutė / Lithuania
Olivia Jeongha Kim / Korea
Julia Kuzmina / USA
Taisiya Losmakova / Belarus
Pablo Rapado Jambrina / Spain
Veronika Sverhnikova / Russia
Yuan Tian / China
Diego Zapata Gallardo / Venezuela

VIOLIST 
Njord Karason Fossnes / Norway

CELLIST:
Francisco Vila / Ecuador

GUITARIST:
Alexander Milovanov / Belarus-USA

PIANIST:
Michael Leonardo Davidman / USA

ALUMNI IN THE NEWS:
For His Debut on Delos, Boundary-Pushing Violinist and 
Composer TIM FAIN offers an Album of Powerful Works Including 
Three Premiere Recordings “…engrossing musicality of an old-
school virtuoso tied to a contemporary sensibility”

A unique voice on 
the music scene, Tim 
is at the forefront of 
technology, and has 
performed, composed 
music for, and produced 
projects in collaboration 
with Google, Samsung, 
Facebook, BBC, and 
TEDx, among many 
others. He can also be 
heard on the soundtracks 

to many acclaimed films, including Black Swan, The Tragedy of 
Macbeth, 12 Years a Slave, and Don’t Look Up. TimFain.com

British-Danish cellist and educator JACOB SHAW is a prominent 
figure frequently featured in The Strad magazine. In his most 
recent May feature ”How human should music education be?” 
Jacobexplores the student–teacher relationship in classical 
music. Professor of cello at the Royal Northern College of 
Music, Jacob Shaw reflects on why human connection remains 
essential to meaningful musical education, drawing on his 
experience and inspiration being part of iPalpiti and working 
with Maestro Schmieder.

(L-R): Maestro Schmieder/member of the international jury, Njord and Sherzod  with 
certificates, Julius Berger/President of the Jury.

iPalpiti
MAESTRO CIRCLE ($50,000 - $100,000)  
Joyce & Aubrey Chernick 

LAUREATE CIRCLE $5,000-$18,000
Hon. Judge Chistine Byrd 
Mary Levin Cutler
County of Los Angeles Arts Commission 
De Marchena-Huyke Foundation /
                David Niemetz & Noriko Tachibana
Global Engagement Fund, Temple University
Anita Lorber 
Ada Sands 
Laura & Eduard Schmieder
Jonathan Steinberg & Dr. Buf C. Meyer
Robert R. Stroker, Dean/Boyer College of Music
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Lauren Dani Chung
Community Foundation SCC/Lowenstern Fund
Dr. Hai-Lung Dai
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Ronald Ozur 
George Pao / John S. Cambouris Trust
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Hon. Judge Harold Shabo
Ali Vahdani
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PATRONS $500+
Gary Baker
Robert & Deborah Barnes
David and Nancy Brigstock
Ariane David
Judy Farrell
Stewart Feuer
James Gilliam
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Zhenya Gershman

James Murray & Nicola Grant
Margaret A. Houck
Dr. Gary & Victoria Klein
Anna & Vladimir Levin
Drs. Alexander & Julia Ljubimov
Anne Louise Rice
Regina Rogers
William Schneider
Barbara Smith

iPalpiti VIBES $250 +
Rita & Samuel Abarbanel
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Tim Barker
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Daniel Dorado
Rachel Field
James Gilliam
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Gordon Josey
Jay Lite
Fred Manaster
Dr. Lana Milton 
Ora & Jeffrey Nadrich
Stephen Palitz
Deborah Podus
Irene Red
Natalia & Marat Rosenberg
Sarah Schlesinger
Thereza Verboon
David & Scarlette Vogel
David Walker
Amanda Wee
Stephen & Julie Webber

PARTNERS (100+)
Lina Akopians
Richard Baum
Shahryar Balakhani
Sylvie Berl
Gideon Bernstein
Stephan Brumberg
Paul Czako
Catherine Deugarte
Susan Dubner
Jason Eisenberg
Karen Fishman
Laura Aimee Garn
Cristina Garcia

Goldstein Seija
Rachel & Israel Gorinstein
Lynne Hayashi
Elizabeth Kanski
Mara Kashper
Elena Katz
Olivia Kim
Sara Kinder
Esfir Lebovich
Thomas Lee
Loida Nicolas Lewis
Lyrica Leon 
Rosy Macarah
Suzanne Mantell
Tina & Charles Miller
Agi Orsi
Wanda Presburger
Toni Rabin
Ellen Rienstra
Howard Sands
Michael Shaw
Yana & Roman Shukman
Dr. Charles & Brenda Solomon
Michael Steinfeld
Galina Stolina
Abby Suckle
Adam Summer
Courtney Tuttle
Zi Wang
Dorothy Weiss
Rachel Yadegar

FRIENDS & ASSOCIATES 
($75 AND UNDER)
Lidya Averbukh
Thomas Backer
Inna Berger
Irene Bowers
Leonid Bychkovsky
Judith Collas
Judith Delafield
Lola Gershfield
Zhenya Gershman
Derek & Marsha Gleeson
Joan Goldfeder
Susan Greenberg
Zafirios Gourgouliatos
Milton Hyman
Thomas Johansen
Lianne Jedeikin Goldsmith
Laura Kelly
Val Kelman

Boris Komarov
Yelena Krutikova
Leah Lapidus
Lynda & Stan Levy
Anders Lykke
Fred Manaster
Roz Pepper
Michael Shaw
Marcia Sherrill
Neal Siegel
Ilana Silverman
Milada & Fero Sutka
Natalya Tarakanov
Leda Tcharfas
Galina Tsoyrev
Sharon Wiener
Helen Youngblood

IN-KIND
Severyn Ashkenazy &
Princess Irina Sayn-Wittgenstein| Host
Thomas Backer, PhD | Consultant
Blume Tonic Events | Lorenzo Munos
City of Beverly Hills 
Susan & Chip Avery Fisher| Host
Vladi Khiterer Inc. | Legal
Helena & Stanley Kolodziey| Host
Semyon Losmakov | IT support
Sands & Associates LLC
Harold Schloss | IT support
Naomi &David Schoenkin|Host
Oleg Schramm | Piano Tuner 
Flo Selfman | PR, Editing
Thereza Verboon | Host
Anna Volkoff, CPA

July 2025 – May 2026
Every effort has been made to ensure

          the accuracy of this list.
Any omissions are sincerely regretted.

VOLUNTEERS
We are grateful for your dedicated
support over the years and in future 
seasons!

Linda Bame 
Alla Feldman
Rada Konvisser 
Esfir Lebovich 
Flo Selfman 
Galina Vaisman
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iPalpiti ARTISTS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

DEDICATED TO THE ARTISTIC CAREER ADVANCEMENT OF EXCEPTIONALLY GIFTED YOUNG PROFESSIONAL 
MUSICIANS AND TO THE PROMOTION OF PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING THROUGH MUSIC.

Dear Friends and Music Aficionados:

iPalpiti returns for its annual Festival of International Laureates, bringing you another great week in summer 
classical cultural life in LA! In this 29th season, Prize-Winning Laureates from 17 Countries – distinguished 
alumni and new discoveries – arrive in Southern California from Belarus, Ireland, Lithuania, 
China, Korea, Japan, Ecuador, Norway, Switzerland, Uzbekistan, Spain, Venezuela, Japan, Poland, Russia, 
Azerbaijan, Estonia and the US for a week’s residence in Beverly Hills, July 20-26.

The iPalpiti Festival “has become one of the highlights – in some years, the highlight – of the summer here.”   
                               —R. Ginell, American Record Guide.

This festival, Maestro Eduard Schmieder presents a unique musical phenomenon: VioliniPalpiti 
For the FIRST time since the famed Bolshoi Theatre Violin Ensemble toured America in the 1960s, Angelenos 
will hear the art of 14 violin virtuosi sounding as ONE in a classical-romantic-pop program “Songs of Love & 
Life” (“Canzoni d’amore e di vita”).  In a tribute to the great violin ensemble, showcasing unison and virtuosity 
–– qualities for which iPalpiti, under Schmieder’s direction, has long been praised, iPalpiti’s virtuoso 
violinists will play selections of beloved vignettes by great composers. 
The VioliniPalpiti concert will take place on Saturday, July 25, 8PM at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the 
Performing Arts in Beverly Hills. Program will conclude with a Salute to America’s 250th!

From virtuosi extravaganzas to duets, trios, to guitar quintet and concerto for violin, piano and string quartet, 
iSolistiPalpiti (iPalpiti Soloists) will mesmerize the audience with a wide range of music from familiar tunes to 
rarely heard gems. 

Prior to the LA festival, iPalpiti orchestra will be Czech Republic, June 15-24, in collaboration with alumnus 
Pavel Šporcl’s Stars over Vltava festival.  Twenty-two stellar musicians from 18 countries, under the baton 
of Maestro Schmieder will in residency at the sprawling estate of the Chateau Cihelny and give concerts 
at world-famous Marienbad and Carlsbad spas and Prague with Pavel Šporcl – Czech violin superstar – as 
featured soloist. 
A symbol of international dialogue, the energy of the young generation, and the connection of musical 
cultures, these concerts confirm the European and global dimension of the iPalpiti collaborative projects.

As always, you will be inspired and uplifted! TICKETS:ipalpiti.org/performances/ipalpiti-festival-2026/

Continued... In the News & SEASON MEMENTOS
iPalpiti Artists International, Inc. 1125 
N. Fairfax Ave, POB 462117 West 
Hollywood, CA 90046-9998 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

29th season

Festival: 
July 20-26
2026

If you are not able 
to attend in person, 
browse ipalpiti.org 

Check Festival 
2026 programs. 
Find something 
new on YouTube 
iPalpitimusic 

YOUR SUPPORT 
IS GREATLY 
APPRECIATED. 
 
Visit ipalpiti.org/
contribute/

JULY 20-24 Rehearsal Residency at the Greystone Mansion. 
                      Open to the public by reservation.

TUESDAY•JULY 21•8PM PETIT ERMITAGE | Rooftop Soirée 

Program announced from stage

WEDNESDAY•JULY 22•7PM GREYSTONE MANSION | iPalpiti Soloists 

Franz Schubert Notturno in E-Flat Major for Piano Trio, D.897

 Michael Davidman, piano

 Boris Borgolotto, violin 

          Francisco Vila, cello

Ernest Chausson Concerto for Violin, Piano, and String Quartet

 Boris Borgolotto, violin    Michael Davidman, piano         

 Takamori Arai & Sherzod Abdiev, violins 

 Njord Kårason Fossnes, viola   Francisco Vila, cello

THURSDAY•JULY 23•8PM MUNICIPAL GALLERY  | iPalpiti Soloists 

Haendel-Halvorsen Passacaglia

 Veronika Sveshnikova, violin/Julia Kuzmina, viola

Mario 
Castelnuovo-Tedesco    Guitar Quintet, Op. 143 (1950)* 

 Alexander Milovanov, guitar

  Pablo Rapado Jambrina & Kamila Bydlowska, violins

 Julia Kuzmina, viola         Francisco Vila, cello

Heinrich Ernst Variations on the “Last Rose of Summer” 

 Yuan Tian, solo violin 

Bjarne Brustad Eventyrsuite 

 Njord Kårason Fossnes, solo viola

Ruslan Dashdamirov La Folia Variations  

 Ruslan Dashdamirov, solo violin

Frédéric Chopin Ballade N 4, Op.52 (1842)  

 Michael Davidman, piano
 
SATURDAY•JULY 25•8PM THE WALLIS | VioliniPalpiti

14 violin virtuosi sounding as ONE in a classical-romantic-pop program 

“Songs of Love & Life” (Canzoni d’amore e di vita) 

Program will conclude with a Salute to America’s 250th!
 
SUNDAY•JULY 26•5PM LEEDS AMPHITHEATER, BEL AIR | Meet the Artists 

An annual social event to honor iPalpiti musicians

Dinner in the Garden / Performance at iPalpitians’ inspiration / Farewell

IPALPITI FESTIVAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAUREATES 2026
THE ACCLAIMED “UNITED NATIONS OF MUSIC”

- 29TH SEASON -

EDUARD & LAURA SCHMIEDER, MUSIC & ARTISTIC DIRECTORS

CONCERT LOCATIONS

PETIT ERMITAGE
8822 Cynthia St, West Hollywood

GREYSTONE MANSION
905 Loma Vista Dr., Beverly Hills

CITY HALL MUNICIPAL GALLERY
455 N. Rexford Dr., Beverly Hills

THE WALLIS Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts
9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd., Beverly Hills

 FRED & DINA LEEDS AMPHITHEATER
Address provided with paid reservation

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 310-205-0511
TICKETS | RSVP: 
www.iPalpiti.org/performances/iPalpiti-festival-2026
*Artists and Programs are subject to change without notice

Annual APPRECIATION PARTY:
The Annual Holiday Appreciation Party for iPalpiti’s benefactors, 
volunteers, and friends took place at Schmieder’s home in December 
2025. Guests celebrated the holidays in style and cheers, mesmerized 
by the talent of the new iPalpiti find, amazing clarinetist Elad Navon, 
Israel.

BENEFACTORS SERIES IN LA:
NIKKA GERSHMAN, Flute and ELAD NAVON, Clarinet
March 12: Home of generous and dedicated hosts 
Helena and Stanley Kolodziey 

Fabulous evening of 
super-talented Nikka 
Gershman and Elad 
Navon. 

In a moving final encore, 
ETERNITY  for clarinet 
and piano by Dr. Melinda 
Hakim, was played as 
a tribute to Dr. Saeed 
Hakim, a founding board 
member of iPalpiti.

ITALIAN VIRTUOSO VIOLINIST DAVIDE DE ASCANIIS & 
AMERICAN PIANIST PRODIGY MICHAEL DAVIDMAN
March 25: Home of Charles Avery & Susan Fisher, dedicated and 
generous hosts since 2006. The duo made their NYC return featuring 
beloved Italian tunes across four centuries in a breathtaking concert.

Special “edition” pamphlet 20 years at Glance: iPalpiti Musicales at Fishers, 
with events /artists chronologically was given to all present: 56 artists were 
featured including special appearances by honorary artistic board  pianist Vladimir 
Ashkenazy, violinists Mme. Ida Haendel & Eduard Schmieder.

iPALPITI TRIO: DAVIDE DE ASCANIIS, violin 
SVETLANA SMOLINA, piano, FRANCISCO VILA, cello
March 21: a magical event of music in enchanting place: 
Elsewhere Topanga/ Great Hall, another unique estate of 
Stefan Ashkenazy (iPalpiti board member). 
The amazingly talented trio of illustrious alumni performed Brahms 
Trio and encore arrangements of Rachmaninoff, Brahms, Glinka, 
and Piazzolla. 

L: “THREE CHAIRMANS”: surrounded by iPalpiti founders Laura and Eduard Schmieder 
are Mikhail Gershfeld (Chairman 1999-2000, 2020 -current), founding Chairman Mary Levin 
Cutler, Jonathan Steinberg (2000-20020, Chairman Emeritus).

iPalpiti MUSICALES IN NY:
ALEXANDER BOLDACHEV, harp
March 4: Swiss-Russian harpist extraordinaire performed at 
Naomi & David Schoenkin home in West Village. 
Boldachev makes classical and contemporary genres seamlessly 
intertwine, as his unique arrangements breathe new life into 
Vivaldi’s spirited “Four Seasons”, Rachmaninov’s emotive 
“Prelude”, and Queen’s epic “Bohemian Rhapsody.” 
This performance was a testament to Boldachev’s ingenuity and 
the harp’s versatility as a solo instrument.

First audience member arrived (with host Naomi Schoenkin)

Board Members and Benefactors with artists

Host Helena Kolodziey (L) with members of the Board and Artists 
Nikka Gershman, Elad Navon, and pianist Vivian Fan

“Year after year you give us a gift for the 
best concert in town”

- Denis Bade, 
LA Philharmonic 

 program writer, musicologist



In the News & SEASON MEMENTOS           Festival of International Laureates 29th season
Eduard Schmieder, Music Director/Conductor

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS, DEDICATED AND NEW.
iPalpiti performances and programs have won unanimous praise around the world. Help us to continue our 
commitment to talented young classical professional musicians, and to our community.
PLEASE RENEW YOUR SUPPORT. DONATE NOW.

We are proud our alumni – over 400 in 63 countries to date – becoming leading soloists, concertmasters, 
orchestral and chamber players around the world, carrying the continuity of the great traditions of classical music 
along the mission of Love, Humanity, and PEACE.  Deep ties have been forged, spanning the nations; new 
festivals and celebrations around the world have been born, spreading the spirit of iPalpiti around the globe.

With your support, iPalpiti has built the network of lifetime associations that transcend the conflict of our 
times.   THIS WORK SIMPLY DOES NOT HAPPEN WITHOUT YOU.

THANK YOU TO THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
FOR ITS CONTINUING SUPPORT SINCE 1998!

WANT TO BE A BOARD MEMBER?  CALL: 310.205.0511 or EMAIL INFO@iPalpiti.ORG

• When we feature young artists, we cover ALL expenses 
( international travel, hotel, meals, local, transportation, 
venues) and give cash awards. Memorable annual brochures 
list each sponsor and each artist’s photo and bio. 

• 100% of your contribution goes toward supporting 
exceptional prize-winning young professional classical 
musicians from around the world, promoting peace and 
understanding through music.

Art & Culture Community Services Department:
Matthew Brown, Stephanie Harris, Christopher Paulson,
Sara Scrimshaw 
Mayor, Hon. Craig A. Corman
Vice Mayor: Mary N. Wells 
Councilmembers: Lester Friedman, John A. Mirish, 
Sharona R. Nazarian 

The Lloyd E. Rigler - Lawrence 
E. Deutsch Foundation produces 
video recordings of iPalpiti 
concerts, featured on PBS. 

Watch iPalpitimusic channel on YouTube

 $5,000 + LAUREATE CIRCLE ________________________________________ 
 $1,000 + BENEFACTOR
 $500 PATRON _____________________________________________________ 
 $250 iPALPITI VIBES
 $100 PARTNER
 $75 & under FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES 
 $_______________ Any amount makes an impact
 $___________ In Honor Of  __________________________________________

Name   _____________________________________________________________
Email    _____________________________________________________________
Phone    ____________________________________________________________
Donation Amount $____________________

 Check (Please make checks payable to iPalpiti Artists International )
 Visa   MC   Amex1

Card# ________________________________________________ Exp Date  ____

Billing Address  _______________________________________  CVV: _________

City __________________________________________ Zip Code _____________

DONATE ONLINE: www.iPalpiti.org • DETACH and MAIL this FORM

TWO NEW FINDS:
SHERZOD ABDIEV, violinist from Uzbekistan 

and NJORD KÅRASON FOSSNES, violist 

from Norway were the finalists and the 

recipients of iPalpiti Special Prize at the 

60th Internationaler Instrumentalwettbewerb 

Markneukirchen in May 2025, selected 

among 172 participants from 38 countries. 

Both will arrive in LA for the festival!

JUNE 15-25: CZECH REPUBLIC
iPalpiti orchestra will hold residency and 
concerts at the world-famous Marienbad and 
Carlsbad spas and in Prague. 
In collaboration with alumnus Pavel Šporcl’s 
festival Stars over Vltava.

VIOLINISTS:
Boris Borgolotto, leader / France
Sherzod Abdiev / Uzbekistan-Switzerland
Samuel Allan / Ireland-Estonia
Takamori Arai / Japan
Kamila Bydlowska / Poland
Irina Chepyzhnaya / Ukraine
Olivia Jeongha Kim / Korea
Pablo Rapado Jambrina / Spain
Askar Salimdjanov / Uzbekistan-USA
Irakli Tsadaia / Georgia-Germany

VIOLISTS:
Juan-Miguel Hernandez / Canada
Joseph Kauffman / USA
Elvira Martinez / Spain
Can Sakul / Turkey-UK

CELLI:
Danagul Azhikenova / Kazakhstan
Kristyna Fraňková / Czech Republic
Jaani Helander / Finland
Francisco Vila / Ecuador

BASS:
Dušan Kostić / Serbia

JULY 20-26: BEVERLY HILLS
VioliniPalpiti 18 prize-winning laureates | 17 countries 
Historic Venues 
Rehearsal residency at the Greystone Mansion
Five concerts / events

VIOLINISTS:
Boris Borgolotto, leader / France
Sherzod Abdiev / Uzbekistan-Switzerland
Samuel Allan / Ireland-Estonia
Takamori Arai / Japan
Kamila Bydlowska / Poland
Ruslan Dashdamirov / Azerbaijan
Lina Juknevićiutė / Lithuania
Olivia Jeongha Kim / Korea
Julia Kuzmina / USA
Taisiya Losmakova / Belarus
Pablo Rapado Jambrina / Spain
Veronika Sverhnikova / Russia
Yuan Tian / China
Diego Zapata Gallardo / Venezuela

VIOLIST 
Njord Karason Fossnes / Norway

CELLIST:
Francisco Vila / Ecuador

GUITARIST:
Alexander Milovanov / Belarus-USA

PIANIST:
Michael Leonardo Davidman / USA

ALUMNI IN THE NEWS:
For His Debut on Delos, Boundary-Pushing Violinist and 
Composer TIM FAIN offers an Album of Powerful Works Including 
Three Premiere Recordings “…engrossing musicality of an old-
school virtuoso tied to a contemporary sensibility”

A unique voice on 
the music scene, Tim 
is at the forefront of 
technology, and has 
performed, composed 
music for, and produced 
projects in collaboration 
with Google, Samsung, 
Facebook, BBC, and 
TEDx, among many 
others. He can also be 
heard on the soundtracks 

to many acclaimed films, including Black Swan, The Tragedy of 
Macbeth, 12 Years a Slave, and Don’t Look Up. TimFain.com

British-Danish cellist and educator JACOB SHAW is a prominent 
figure frequently featured in The Strad magazine. In his most 
recent May feature ”How human should music education be?” 
Jacobexplores the student–teacher relationship in classical 
music. Professor of cello at the Royal Northern College of 
Music, Jacob Shaw reflects on why human connection remains 
essential to meaningful musical education, drawing on his 
experience and inspiration being part of iPalpiti and working 
with Maestro Schmieder.

(L-R): Maestro Schmieder/member of the international jury, Njord and Sherzod  with 
certificates, Julius Berger/President of the Jury.
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iPalpiti ARTISTS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

DEDICATED TO THE ARTISTIC CAREER ADVANCEMENT OF EXCEPTIONALLY GIFTED YOUNG PROFESSIONAL 
MUSICIANS AND TO THE PROMOTION OF PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING THROUGH MUSIC.

Dear Friends and Music Aficionados:

iPalpiti returns for its annual Festival of International Laureates, bringing you another great week in summer 
classical cultural life in LA! In this 29th season, Prize-Winning Laureates from 17 Countries – distinguished 
alumni and new discoveries – arrive in Southern California from Belarus, Ireland, Lithuania, 
China, Korea, Japan, Ecuador, Norway, Switzerland, Uzbekistan, Spain, Venezuela, Japan, Poland, Russia, 
Azerbaijan, Estonia and the US for a week’s residence in Beverly Hills, July 20-26.

The iPalpiti Festival “has become one of the highlights – in some years, the highlight – of the summer here.”   
                               —R. Ginell, American Record Guide.

This festival, Maestro Eduard Schmieder presents a unique musical phenomenon: VioliniPalpiti 
For the FIRST time since the famed Bolshoi Theatre Violin Ensemble toured America in the 1960s, Angelenos 
will hear the art of 14 violin virtuosi sounding as ONE in a classical-romantic-pop program “Songs of Love & 
Life” (“Canzoni d’amore e di vita”).  In a tribute to the great violin ensemble, showcasing unison and virtuosity 
–– qualities for which iPalpiti, under Schmieder’s direction, has long been praised, iPalpiti’s virtuoso 
violinists will play selections of beloved vignettes by great composers. 
The VioliniPalpiti concert will take place on Saturday, July 25, 8PM at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the 
Performing Arts in Beverly Hills. Program will conclude with a Salute to America’s 250th!

From virtuosi extravaganzas to duets, trios, to guitar quintet and concerto for violin, piano and string quartet, 
iSolistiPalpiti (iPalpiti Soloists) will mesmerize the audience with a wide range of music from familiar tunes to 
rarely heard gems. 

Prior to the LA festival, iPalpiti orchestra will be Czech Republic, June 15-24, in collaboration with alumnus 
Pavel Šporcl’s Stars over Vltava festival.  Twenty-two stellar musicians from 18 countries, under the baton 
of Maestro Schmieder will in residency at the sprawling estate of the Chateau Cihelny and give concerts 
at world-famous Marienbad and Carlsbad spas and Prague with Pavel Šporcl – Czech violin superstar – as 
featured soloist. 
A symbol of international dialogue, the energy of the young generation, and the connection of musical 
cultures, these concerts confirm the European and global dimension of the iPalpiti collaborative projects.

As always, you will be inspired and uplifted! TICKETS:ipalpiti.org/performances/ipalpiti-festival-2026/

Continued... In the News & SEASON MEMENTOS
iPalpiti Artists International, Inc. 1125 
N. Fairfax Ave, POB 462117 West 
Hollywood, CA 90046-9998 
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29th season

Festival: 
July 20-26
2026

If you are not able 
to attend in person, 
browse ipalpiti.org 

Check Festival 
2026 programs. 
Find something 
new on YouTube 
iPalpitimusic 

YOUR SUPPORT 
IS GREATLY 
APPRECIATED. 
 
Visit ipalpiti.org/
contribute/

JULY 20-24 Rehearsal Residency at the Greystone Mansion. 
                      Open to the public by reservation.

TUESDAY•JULY 21•8PM PETIT ERMITAGE | Rooftop Soirée 

Program announced from stage

WEDNESDAY•JULY 22•7PM GREYSTONE MANSION | iPalpiti Soloists 

Franz Schubert Notturno in E-Flat Major for Piano Trio, D.897

 Michael Davidman, piano

 Boris Borgolotto, violin 

          Francisco Vila, cello

Ernest Chausson Concerto for Violin, Piano, and String Quartet

 Boris Borgolotto, violin    Michael Davidman, piano         

 Takamori Arai & Sherzod Abdiev, violins 

 Njord Kårason Fossnes, viola   Francisco Vila, cello

THURSDAY•JULY 23•8PM MUNICIPAL GALLERY  | iPalpiti Soloists 

Haendel-Halvorsen Passacaglia

 Veronika Sveshnikova, violin/Julia Kuzmina, viola

Mario 
Castelnuovo-Tedesco    Guitar Quintet, Op. 143 (1950)* 

 Alexander Milovanov, guitar

  Pablo Rapado Jambrina & Kamila Bydlowska, violins

 Julia Kuzmina, viola         Francisco Vila, cello

Heinrich Ernst Variations on the “Last Rose of Summer” 

 Yuan Tian, solo violin 

Bjarne Brustad Eventyrsuite 

 Njord Kårason Fossnes, solo viola

Ruslan Dashdamirov La Folia Variations  

 Ruslan Dashdamirov, solo violin

Frédéric Chopin Ballade N 4, Op.52 (1842)  

 Michael Davidman, piano
 
SATURDAY•JULY 25•8PM THE WALLIS | VioliniPalpiti

14 violin virtuosi sounding as ONE in a classical-romantic-pop program 

“Songs of Love & Life” (Canzoni d’amore e di vita) 

Program will conclude with a Salute to America’s 250th!
 
SUNDAY•JULY 26•5PM LEEDS AMPHITHEATER, BEL AIR | Meet the Artists 

An annual social event to honor iPalpiti musicians

Dinner in the Garden / Performance at iPalpitians’ inspiration / Farewell

IPALPITI FESTIVAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAUREATES 2026
THE ACCLAIMED “UNITED NATIONS OF MUSIC”

- 29TH SEASON -

EDUARD & LAURA SCHMIEDER, MUSIC & ARTISTIC DIRECTORS

CONCERT LOCATIONS

PETIT ERMITAGE
8822 Cynthia St, West Hollywood

GREYSTONE MANSION
905 Loma Vista Dr., Beverly Hills

CITY HALL MUNICIPAL GALLERY
455 N. Rexford Dr., Beverly Hills

THE WALLIS Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts
9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd., Beverly Hills

 FRED & DINA LEEDS AMPHITHEATER
Address provided with paid reservation

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 310-205-0511
TICKETS | RSVP: 
www.iPalpiti.org/performances/iPalpiti-festival-2026
*Artists and Programs are subject to change without notice

Annual APPRECIATION PARTY:
The Annual Holiday Appreciation Party for iPalpiti’s benefactors, 
volunteers, and friends took place at Schmieder’s home in December 
2025. Guests celebrated the holidays in style and cheers, mesmerized 
by the talent of the new iPalpiti find, amazing clarinetist Elad Navon, 
Israel.

BENEFACTORS SERIES IN LA:
NIKKA GERSHMAN, Flute and ELAD NAVON, Clarinet
March 12: Home of generous and dedicated hosts 
Helena and Stanley Kolodziey 

Fabulous evening of 
super-talented Nikka 
Gershman and Elad 
Navon. 

In a moving final encore, 
ETERNITY  for clarinet 
and piano by Dr. Melinda 
Hakim, was played as 
a tribute to Dr. Saeed 
Hakim, a founding board 
member of iPalpiti.

ITALIAN VIRTUOSO VIOLINIST DAVIDE DE ASCANIIS & 
AMERICAN PIANIST PRODIGY MICHAEL DAVIDMAN
March 25: Home of Charles Avery & Susan Fisher, dedicated and 
generous hosts since 2006. The duo made their NYC return featuring 
beloved Italian tunes across four centuries in a breathtaking concert.

Special “edition” pamphlet 20 years at Glance: iPalpiti Musicales at Fishers, 
with events /artists chronologically was given to all present: 56 artists were 
featured including special appearances by honorary artistic board  pianist Vladimir 
Ashkenazy, violinists Mme. Ida Haendel & Eduard Schmieder.

iPALPITI TRIO: DAVIDE DE ASCANIIS, violin 
SVETLANA SMOLINA, piano, FRANCISCO VILA, cello
March 21: a magical event of music in enchanting place: 
Elsewhere Topanga/ Great Hall, another unique estate of 
Stefan Ashkenazy (iPalpiti board member). 
The amazingly talented trio of illustrious alumni performed Brahms 
Trio and encore arrangements of Rachmaninoff, Brahms, Glinka, 
and Piazzolla. 

L: “THREE CHAIRMANS”: surrounded by iPalpiti founders Laura and Eduard Schmieder 
are Mikhail Gershfeld (Chairman 1999-2000, 2020 -current), founding Chairman Mary Levin 
Cutler, Jonathan Steinberg (2000-20020, Chairman Emeritus).

iPalpiti MUSICALES IN NY:
ALEXANDER BOLDACHEV, harp
March 4: Swiss-Russian harpist extraordinaire performed at 
Naomi & David Schoenkin home in West Village. 
Boldachev makes classical and contemporary genres seamlessly 
intertwine, as his unique arrangements breathe new life into 
Vivaldi’s spirited “Four Seasons”, Rachmaninov’s emotive 
“Prelude”, and Queen’s epic “Bohemian Rhapsody.” 
This performance was a testament to Boldachev’s ingenuity and 
the harp’s versatility as a solo instrument.

First audience member arrived (with host Naomi Schoenkin)

Board Members and Benefactors with artists

Host Helena Kolodziey (L) with members of the Board and Artists 
Nikka Gershman, Elad Navon, and pianist Vivian Fan

“Year after year you give us a gift for the 
best concert in town”

- Denis Bade, 
LA Philharmonic 

 program writer, musicologist


