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Dear Friends and Music Aficionados: 

A full-packed weekend of concerts/events in July was another seasonal celebration and a gift to 
our community!  From the historic Greystone Mansion to the hip roof-top at Petit Ermitage and 
Finale Concert at the Municipal Gallery at the City Hall of Beverly Hills, our Stellar Alumni wowed 
the audiences, dedicated and new. In this 28th season, featured alumni were Austrian violinist Yury 
Revich, Canadian violist Juan-Miguel Hernandez, Ecuadorian cellist Francisco Vila, and American-
Russian pianist Svetlana Smolina. Our new find, flutist Nikka Gershman, was a star in Mozart’s 
Flute Quartet. The audiences were treated to “freshly prepared” selections, from Yury’s own 
compositions to Martinů’s violin/viola duo to Brahms’ piano quartet. 

In 2023, after 25 seasons of local and international accolades, naming the festival “…one of the 

highlights — in some years, THE highlight — of the summer here,” iPalpiti festival transitioned 
into biennial production. Presenting interim mini-festivals allows the organization to focus on 
grants and awards to the artists, catalogue and digitize massive historical recordings and materials, 
special artistic projects, and allowing iPalpiti’s Maestro Eduard Schmieder to take on other summer 
engagements.

We are proud of our alumni – over 400 in 63 countries to date – becoming leading soloists, 
concertmasters, orchestral and chamber players around the world, carrying the continuity of the 
great traditions of classical music along the mission of Love, Humanity, and PEACE. Deep ties have 
been forged, spanning nations; new festivals and celebrations around the world have been born, 
spreading the spirit of iPalpiti around the globe.

From the audience:  “…We greatly admire what you and Eduard have accomplished through the 

years with iPalpiti. It is a true gift to the world…”

Even if you were not able to attend in person, browse iPalpiti.org to check 
Festival’s interactive brochures, find something new on YouTube iPalpitimusic. 

Your support will be greatly appreciated — ipalpiti.org/contribute/

BENEFACTORS SERIES: 
Thursday, March 12, 2026 7:30PM
Nikka Gershman, flute
Private Residence, Beverly Hills

Saturday, March 21, 2026 4:00PM
Trio iPalpiti: Davide De Ascaniis, violin
Francisco Vila, cello   Svetlana Smolina, piano
Elsewhere Topanga/ Great Hall

MUSIC IN THE MANSION 
Sunday, March 22, 2026 
2PM Nikka Gershman, flute / Vivian Fan, piano
4PM Trio iPalpiti
Greystone Mansion / Beverly Hills

iPalpiti RETREAT 
June 15-25, 2026, Czech Republic

In collaboration with alumnus Pavel Šporcl’ national 
festival Stars Over Vltava, iPalpiti alumni and the 
“new finds” will stay together on the sprawling estate 
of the Chateau Cihelny https://chateaucihelny.cz/en/, 

making music with Maestro Eduard Schmieder, 
explore chamber ensembles, enjoy nature, spas, 
network sessions, catching up on friendships. With 
spontaneous ensemble and solo mini performances 
in the Chateau gallery, iPalpiti orchestra concerts will 
take place in the nearby famous thermal spa cities of 
Marienbad (June 21) and Carlsbad (June 23).
iPalpiti Board & Patrons are INVITED!
RUSH to reserve limited suites at the Chateau! 
Questions: info@ipalpiti.org or 310.205.0511

…& more as announced

*All private events are by invitation only.
Inquire at info@ipalpiti.org or call: 310.205.0511
Visit iPalpiti.org for Invitations/RSVP/Host locations

UPCOMING:
ANNUAL APPRECIATION PARTY*
Saturday, December 13, 2025 
Once a Year NO AGENDA for Board Members, 
Benefactors, Volunteers. Hollywood Hills.

Continued...FESTIVAL MEMENTOS

Cheer the Holidays and the new 2026 with iPalpitimusic on 
YouTube ipalpiti.org/Contribute/donate-now

Rooftop,  Petit Ermitage: Post Festival Czech superstar violinist Pavel Šporcl toured US in 
September featuring his new “Rebel with BlueViolin” album.
Few exclusive performances in LA included the unique rooftop of Petit 
Ermitage and the Brentwood estate of generous hosts Joyce & Aubrey 
Chernick. 
Pavel was featured as soloist with iPalpiti orchestra from 2000 - 2022 on 
the stages at the Ford Amphiteatre, Walt Disney Concert Hall, LACMA’s 
Bing Theater, and Saban Theater. Watch his performances with iPalpiti 
orchestra under Maestro Eduard Schmieder at iPalpitimusic YouTube.

Municipal Gallery

At Vice Chair Ada Sands

Pre-Festival Events: 
Ladies Night an annual pre-fest 
at Schmieder’s home featured 
Svetlana, an “outstanding pia-
nist with a luxuriant tone” (LA 
Times). 

Maestro Schmieder, the only 
gentleman of the evening, 
played a surprise tribute to the 
ladies.

Post-concert reception donated by 
Blume Tonics / Sebastian Rosero &   
Lorenzo Munoz

Svetlana Smolina, festival featured artist

29th season
Festival: 
July 19-27
2026

With pianist Evangeliya Delizonas  

Welcome: new Benefactors Dr. Guita Balakhane, 
Dr. Daniel and Nava Danovich, Ron Ozur with Pavel 
and iPalpiti Chairman M. Gershfeld

(L-R) De Marchena-Huyke Fndn/David Niemetz & Noriko, 
Czech Consul General with Pavel, Hosts Aubrey & Joyce 
Chernick, Chairman Gershfeld, Anna Volkoff

(L-R) Maestro Schmieder, Monte Lemann, Joyce Chernick, CC Lemann, Ada Sands, 
Derek Greeff, Svetlana, Howard Sands, Noriko Tachibana, David Niemetz, Aubrey Chernick



TIMUR BEKBOSUNOV, Tenor/Kazakhstan
Grammy-winner, Timur recently premiered a 
chamber cantata “An Attempt to Ascend” by Leonid 
Desyatnikov at VOICES Berlin Festival. Upcoming: 
a tour of industrial metal opera Black Lodge at 
Folkoperan Stockholm and Malmö Opera (November 
2025); The Whale Song at Prototype Festival in 
Times Square, New York (January 2026); Life with 
an Idiot by Alfred Schnittke at Theater Magdeburg, 
Germany (March 2026); Salome by Gerald Barry with 
LA Philharmonic with Thomas Adès at WDCH on 
March 24, 2026, and National Symphony Orchestra 
Ireland (April 2026.) Launching the International Opera 
Initiative in LA with opera “Kafka’s Letter to His Father” 
by Czech composer Jiři Trtik (November 2026.)

TEXT

Alumni News / ProjectsFESTIVAL MEMENTOS
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS, DEDICATED AND NEW.

THANK YOU TO THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
FOR ITS CONTINUING SUPPORT SINCE 1998!

WANT TO BE A BOARD MEMBER?  CALL: 310.205.0511 or EMAIL INFO@iPalpiti.ORG

• When we feature young artists, we cover ALL 
expenses ( international travel, hotel, meals, local, 
transportation, venues) and give cash awards. 
Memorable annual brochures list each sponsor and 
each artist’s photo and bio. 

• 100% of your contribution goes toward supporting 
exceptional prize-winning young professional classical 
musicians from around the world, promoting peace 
and understanding through music.

MAESTRO CIRCLE ($50,000 - $100,000)
Joyce & Aubrey Chernick

LAUREATE CIRCLE ($5,000 -$18,000)
Mary Levin Cutler
Anita Lorber 
County of Los Angeles Arts Commission 
Laura & Eduard Schmieder
Jonathan Steinberg & Dr. Buf C. Meyer
Robert R.Stroker, Dean/ 
           Boyer College of Music
           Vice Provost for the Arts,
           Temple University
De Marchena-Huyke Foundation / 
David Niemetz & Noriko Tachibana

BENEFACTORS ($1,000 - $4,999)
Dr. Guita Balakhane
Hon. Judge Chistine Byrd
Nell Cady-Kruse
Beverly Hills Rotary Foundation
Lauren Dani Chung
Gabriel & Nava Danovitch
Valerie Field
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Dr. Bernard Franklin
Mikhail & Tonia Gershfeld
Jenny Grigor & Boris Grinshteyn
John Harkrider
Donna & Emil Kasseinov
Jonathan Kaufelt & Holly Corn
Monte Lemann & CC Pulitzer-Lemann
Ronald Ozur
George Pao /John S.Cambouris Trust
Ada Sands
William Schneider
Hon. Judge Harold Shabo
Ali Vahdani
Annette & Herb Wolas

PATRONS ($500+)
Gary Baker
Robert & Deborah Barnes 
Ariane David
Zhenya Gershman 
James Gilliam
Liza Glazer 
Dr. Gary & Victoria Klein  
Anna & Vladimir Levin
Lambert Orkis
Regina Rogers
Dale Seltzer  
Hugh & Barbara Smith 

Michael Shaw
Anna Volkoff & Norman Rachitsky

iPalpiti VIBES $250 +
Sherry & Victor Bardack
Nathan Gershfeld
Lianne Halfon 
Larisa Krichevsky
Patricia Kuper
Dr. Nina Levy
Jay Lite
Alexander & Julia Ljubimov
Fred Manaster
Ora & Jeffrey Nadrich 
Stephen Palitz
Roz Pepper
Irene Red
Anne Louise Rice
Natalia & Marat Rosenberg
Yael & David Rosen 
Peter & Linda Schlesinger
Harold & Lennie Schloss
Yana & Roman Shukman
Thereza Verboon
Stephen & Julie Webber 

PARTNERS (100+) 
Lori Barnett
Phylaine Bemel
Dr. Ludmila Bess
Veronika Dubrovskaya
Mike & Susan Garson
Irina & Dr. Yuri Gershman
Elizabeth Grigor
Franchesca Hecht
Mara Kashper
Sara Kinder
Esfir Lebovich
Dr. Lana Milton
Paniz Motamedi
Joanna & Ronald Odrich
Poppy Paulos
Ann Marie Pocklembo
Howard Sands
Leah Saffian
Hellena Shahrabani
Rita Sher
Marcia Sherrill
Dr. Charles & Brenda Solomon 
Peter & Elizabeth Spielman
Michael Steinfeld
Galina Stolina
Abby Suckle

Andrea Trento & Morgan Grams
May Volkman
Mark Volkov
Nicola Walter
Rosy Williams

FRIENDS & ASSOCIATES 
($75 AND UNDER)
Lidya Averbukh
Thomas Backer
Irina Berger
Wilhelmina de Boks
Irene Bowers
Susan Broussard
Yelena Bychovskaya
Alyssa Ceto 
Judith Collas
Paul Czako
Fay Dahhan
Lara Day
Judith Delafield
Kim Devane
Ekaterina Evdokimova
Alla Feldman
Leon Fine
Virginia Frazier
Kimberly Freed
Erica Galimurza
Michael Gendler
Jack & Lola Gershfeld
Alexander Goldberg
Sima Goldberg
Joan Goldfeder
Lianne Goldsmith
Rachel Gorinstein
Zafirios Gourgouliatos
Jan Charles Gray
Susan Greenberg
Erroll Hackner
Milton Hyman
Tatiana Kaltgrad
Amanda Kofsky
Shelly & Boris Komarov
Yelena Krutikova
Leah Lapidus
Marina Levin
Lynda Levy
Loida Nicolas Lewis
Chiara Mai
Negar Nasmi
Mojgan Navidbackhsh 
Margaret Peck
Stephane Prock

Ilya Ramlav
Negar Rasmi
Lida Sandera
Neal Siegel
Ilana Silverman
Lily Stern
Jill & David Straus
Angela Su
Zian Sun
Natalia & Moshe Tarakanov
Joseph Tartakovsky
Leda Tcharfas
Chiara Trento
Galina Tsoyrev
Sharon Wiener
Helen Youngblood

IN-KIND
Stefan Ashkenazy | Petit Ermitage
Severyn Ashkenazy &
Princess Irina Sayn-Wittgenstein| Host
Thomas Backer, PhD | Consultant
Blume Tonic Events | Lorenzo Munos
City of Beverly Hills 
Jenny Grigor & Boris Grinshteyn |Host
Vladi Khiterer Inc. | Legal
Semyon Losmakov | IT support
Rotary Club of Beverly Hills
Sands & Associates LLC
Harold Schloss | IT support
Flo Selfman | PR, Editing
Oleg Schramm | Piano Tuner
Thereza Verboon| Host
Anna Volkoff, CPA
WQXR-FM New York

July 2024 – October 2025
Every effort has been made to ensure

the accuracy of this list.
Any omissions are sincerely regretted.

VOLUNTEERS
We are grateful for your dedicated
support over the years and in future 
seasons!

Linda Bame  
Alla Feldman 
Esfir Lebovich 
Flo Selfman 
Galina Vaisman
Vlad Vexler

Art & Culture Community Services Department:
Patty Acuna, Matthew Brown, Stephanie Harris, Sara Scrimshaw
Mayor, Hon. Sharona R. Nazarian
Vice Mayor: John Mirish
Councilmembers: Craig A. Corman,
Lester Friedman, Mary N. Wells

The Lloyd E. Rigler - Lawrence 
E. Deutsch Foundation produces 
video recordings of iPalpiti 
concerts, featured on PBS. 

Watch iPalpitimusic channel on YouTube

 $5,000 + LAUREATE CIRCLE  
 $1,000 + BENEFACTOR
 $500 PATRON  
 $100 PARTNER
 $75 & under FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES 
 $_______________ Any amount makes an impact
 $___________ In Honor Of __________________________________________

Name  _____________________________________________________________
Email   _____________________________________________________________
Phone   ____________________________________________________________
Donation Amount $____________________

 Check (Please make checks payable to iPalpiti Artists International )
 Visa   MC   Amex1

Card# ________________________________________________ Exp Date ____
Billing Address  _____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________________ Zip Code ____________

DONATE ONLINE: www.iPalpiti.org • DETACH and MAIL this FORM

iPalpiti performances and programs have won unanimous praise around the world.
Help us to continue our commitment to talented young classical professional musicians, and to our community.
PLEASE RENEW YOUR SUPPORT. DONATE NOW.

MARY LEVIN CUTLER - a dedicated board member and cherished friend - 
HAS ANNOUNCED THAT SHE HAS INCLUDED iPALPITI IN HER TRUST 
For 28 acclaimed years, iPalpiti has focused on providing performances and retreat-style education for young 
professional musicians, culminating in a highly acclaimed annual festival in Los Angeles and tours around the world.
To further address evolving trends and the career advancement needs of the new generation of gifted musicians, 
the newly approved Strategic Plan includes the creation of a grant program to promote leadership among its alumni 
artists—over 400 musicians in 63 countries to date—by providing seed funding for educational classical music 
festivals in their communities and ensuring the continuity of young audiences.

We invite ALL our followers who believe in iPalpiti’s mission to renew your support NOW. 
PLEASE CONSIDER joining Mary in naming iPalpiti as a beneficiary in your trust or will.

Mrs. Levin Cutler with Laura and Ida Haendel, 1999.

ALUMNI festivals grow around the world:
It is rewarding to us that our alumni, following iPalpiti experience, inspired 
to start the programs in their own countries and beyond, bringing 
international artists and young musicians together, and referring themselves 
“working with a younger generation.”

SEVAK AVANESYAN,  Cellist/Belgium-Armenia
Kapan Festival in Armenia, now in its 3rd VERY successful season

JUAN-MIGUEL HERNANDEZ, Violist/Canada
Festival Del Lago, Mexico

FRANCISCO VILA, Cellist/Ecuador-USA
International Music Festival of Esmeraldas in Ecuador (2015), now in its 
successful 10th season.

SAMI MERDINIAN, violinist /Argentina & RAJ DHARAMRAJ, cellist/USA
New Docta festival, Argentina newdocta.org

PAVEL ŠPORCL, Violinist/Czech Republic
Stars Over Vltava international festival and Sporcl Summer Academy 
(Prague & beyond)

 28  FESTIVAL th

July 18-22, 2025

 featuring Stellar Alumni:

Austrian violinist/composer

Yury Revich

Canadian violist

Juan-Miguel Hernandez
Ecuadorian cellist

Francisco Vila

Russian-USA pianist 

Svetlana Smolina

Programs/Schedule/Tickets: www.ipalpiti.org  / 310.205.0511

Beverly Hills Festival-in-residence since 1998.
THANK YOU TO THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS FOR THE CONTINUING SUPPORT

The opening of the iPalpiti Festival at Greystone Mansion in Beverly 
Hills brought together friends and supporters for an elegant dinner on 
the terrace with breathtaking views, followed by a spectacular concert 
inside the mansion, featuring our Stellar Alumni. 

ALEXANDER BOLDACHEV, Harp/Switzerland
In between his international tours - from 
USA to Oman to Japan to Mexico, covering 
all Europe – Alexander is a dedicated 
teacher. He has led workshops at more than 
50 universities, served as visiting professor 
at the Royal Academy of Music in London, 
Milan Conservatory, and artist-in-residence at 
UCLA (University of California, Los Angeles). 
Appointed to the harp faculty at the Azusa 
Pacific University starting January 2026, in 
October, Alexander opened Los Angeles 
Harp Center https://www.harpcenterla.com/           

      
Alexanderboldachev.com

PROJECT: iPALPITI LEGACY
iPalpiti amassed a vast archival collection of recordings 
and media assets (in addition to the 29 released albums 
and hundreds of public videos). On the initiative and under 
the supervision of iPalpiti’ Chairman Mikhail Gershfeld, 
CalPoly Pomona Computer Science students and their 
advisor, Professor Fatemeh Jamshidi, are collaborating with 
iPalpiti on the development of a custom software platform 
designed to digitize, organize, archive, and preserve our 
artistic treasure. Code-named iPalpiti Legacy, the platform 
will serve as a cultural memory bank, while enabling secure 
licensing for educational, broadcast, and creative use. 
Once completed, the project may also open new revenue 
streams to help sustain iPalpiti’s mission.

MUSIC TALES FROM AROUND THE WORLD
A perfect engaging and 
educational gift for a 4-12-year-
old. Turn story time into a 
musical adventure! These 
interactive books let little ones 
explore timeless tales while 
beautiful orchestral sounds 
play at the press of a button, 
bringing each story to life.10% 
of all book sales will be donated to iPalpiti 
Buy at https://ipalpiti.org/contribute/  
or https://www.musictalespress.com/shop 

The Team L-R: Keita Katsumi, Chairman Mikhail Gershfeld, 
Elena Hernandez, Prof. Fatemeh Jamshidi, Jay Wageni.



TIMUR BEKBOSUNOV, Tenor/Kazakhstan
Grammy-winner, Timur recently premiered a 
chamber cantata “An Attempt to Ascend” by Leonid 
Desyatnikov at VOICES Berlin Festival. Upcoming: 
a tour of industrial metal opera Black Lodge at 
Folkoperan Stockholm and Malmö Opera (November 
2025); The Whale Song at Prototype Festival in 
Times Square, New York (January 2026); Life with 
an Idiot by Alfred Schnittke at Theater Magdeburg, 
Germany (March 2026); Salome by Gerald Barry with 
LA Philharmonic with Thomas Adès at WDCH on 
March 24, 2026, and National Symphony Orchestra 
Ireland (April 2026.) Launching the International Opera 
Initiative in LA with opera “Kafka’s Letter to His Father” 
by Czech composer Jiři Trtik (November 2026.)
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Mrs. Levin Cutler with Laura and Ida Haendel, 1999.
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It is rewarding to us that our alumni, following iPalpiti experience, inspired 
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international artists and young musicians together, and referring themselves 
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SEVAK AVANESYAN,  Cellist/Belgium-Armenia
Kapan Festival in Armenia, now in its 3rd VERY successful season

JUAN-MIGUEL HERNANDEZ, Violist/Canada
Festival Del Lago, Mexico

FRANCISCO VILA, Cellist/Ecuador-USA
International Music Festival of Esmeraldas in Ecuador (2015), now in its 
successful 10th season.

SAMI MERDINIAN, violinist /Argentina & RAJ DHARAMRAJ, cellist/USA
New Docta festival, Argentina newdocta.org

PAVEL ŠPORCL, Violinist/Czech Republic
Stars Over Vltava international festival and Sporcl Summer Academy 
(Prague & beyond)

 28  FESTIVAL th

July 18-22, 2025

 featuring Stellar Alumni:

Austrian violinist/composer

Yury Revich

Canadian violist

Juan-Miguel Hernandez
Ecuadorian cellist

Francisco Vila

Russian-USA pianist 

Svetlana Smolina

Programs/Schedule/Tickets: www.ipalpiti.org  / 310.205.0511

Beverly Hills Festival-in-residence since 1998.
THANK YOU TO THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS FOR THE CONTINUING SUPPORT

The opening of the iPalpiti Festival at Greystone Mansion in Beverly 
Hills brought together friends and supporters for an elegant dinner on 
the terrace with breathtaking views, followed by a spectacular concert 
inside the mansion, featuring our Stellar Alumni. 

ALEXANDER BOLDACHEV, Harp/Switzerland
In between his international tours - from 
USA to Oman to Japan to Mexico, covering 
all Europe – Alexander is a dedicated 
teacher. He has led workshops at more than 
50 universities, served as visiting professor 
at the Royal Academy of Music in London, 
Milan Conservatory, and artist-in-residence at 
UCLA (University of California, Los Angeles). 
Appointed to the harp faculty at the Azusa 
Pacific University starting January 2026, in 
October, Alexander opened Los Angeles 
Harp Center https://www.harpcenterla.com/           

      
Alexanderboldachev.com

PROJECT: iPALPITI LEGACY
iPalpiti amassed a vast archival collection of recordings 
and media assets (in addition to the 29 released albums 
and hundreds of public videos). On the initiative and under 
the supervision of iPalpiti’ Chairman Mikhail Gershfeld, 
CalPoly Pomona Computer Science students and their 
advisor, Professor Fatemeh Jamshidi, are collaborating with 
iPalpiti on the development of a custom software platform 
designed to digitize, organize, archive, and preserve our 
artistic treasure. Code-named iPalpiti Legacy, the platform 
will serve as a cultural memory bank, while enabling secure 
licensing for educational, broadcast, and creative use. 
Once completed, the project may also open new revenue 
streams to help sustain iPalpiti’s mission.

MUSIC TALES FROM AROUND THE WORLD
A perfect engaging and 
educational gift for a 4-12-year-
old. Turn story time into a 
musical adventure! These 
interactive books let little ones 
explore timeless tales while 
beautiful orchestral sounds 
play at the press of a button, 
bringing each story to life.10% 
of all book sales will be donated to iPalpiti 
Buy at https://ipalpiti.org/contribute/  
or https://www.musictalespress.com/shop 

The Team L-R: Keita Katsumi, Chairman Mikhail Gershfeld, 
Elena Hernandez, Prof. Fatemeh Jamshidi, Jay Wageni.



TIMUR BEKBOSUNOV, Tenor/Kazakhstan
Grammy-winner, Timur recently premiered a 
chamber cantata “An Attempt to Ascend” by Leonid 
Desyatnikov at VOICES Berlin Festival. Upcoming: 
a tour of industrial metal opera Black Lodge at 
Folkoperan Stockholm and Malmö Opera (November 
2025); The Whale Song at Prototype Festival in 
Times Square, New York (January 2026); Life with 
an Idiot by Alfred Schnittke at Theater Magdeburg, 
Germany (March 2026); Salome by Gerald Barry with 
LA Philharmonic with Thomas Adès at WDCH on 
March 24, 2026, and National Symphony Orchestra 
Ireland (April 2026.) Launching the International Opera 
Initiative in LA with opera “Kafka’s Letter to His Father” 
by Czech composer Jiři Trtik (November 2026.)

TEXT
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WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF OUR SUPPORTERS, DEDICATED AND NEW.

THANK YOU TO THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS
FOR ITS CONTINUING SUPPORT SINCE 1998!

WANT TO BE A BOARD MEMBER?  CALL: 310.205.0511 or EMAIL INFO@iPalpiti.ORG

• When we feature young artists, we cover ALL 
expenses ( international travel, hotel, meals, local, 
transportation, venues) and give cash awards. 
Memorable annual brochures list each sponsor and 
each artist’s photo and bio. 

• 100% of your contribution goes toward supporting 
exceptional prize-winning young professional classical 
musicians from around the world, promoting peace 
and understanding through music.

MAESTRO CIRCLE ($50,000 - $100,000)
Joyce & Aubrey Chernick

LAUREATE CIRCLE ($5,000 -$18,000)
Mary Levin Cutler
Anita Lorber 
County of Los Angeles Arts Commission 
Laura & Eduard Schmieder
Jonathan Steinberg & Dr. Buf C. Meyer
Robert R.Stroker, Dean/ 
           Boyer College of Music
           Vice Provost for the Arts,
           Temple University
De Marchena-Huyke Foundation / 
David Niemetz & Noriko Tachibana

BENEFACTORS ($1,000 - $4,999)
Dr. Guita Balakhane
Hon. Judge Chistine Byrd
Nell Cady-Kruse
Beverly Hills Rotary Foundation
Lauren Dani Chung
Gabriel & Nava Danovitch
Valerie Field
Susan & Charles Avery Fisher
Dr. Bernard Franklin
Mikhail & Tonia Gershfeld
Jenny Grigor & Boris Grinshteyn
John Harkrider
Donna & Emil Kasseinov
Jonathan Kaufelt & Holly Corn
Monte Lemann & CC Pulitzer-Lemann
Ronald Ozur
George Pao /John S.Cambouris Trust
Ada Sands
William Schneider
Hon. Judge Harold Shabo
Ali Vahdani
Annette & Herb Wolas

PATRONS ($500+)
Gary Baker
Robert & Deborah Barnes 
Ariane David
Zhenya Gershman 
James Gilliam
Liza Glazer 
Dr. Gary & Victoria Klein  
Anna & Vladimir Levin
Lambert Orkis
Regina Rogers
Dale Seltzer  
Hugh & Barbara Smith 

Michael Shaw
Anna Volkoff & Norman Rachitsky

iPalpiti VIBES $250 +
Sherry & Victor Bardack
Nathan Gershfeld
Lianne Halfon 
Larisa Krichevsky
Patricia Kuper
Dr. Nina Levy
Jay Lite
Alexander & Julia Ljubimov
Fred Manaster
Ora & Jeffrey Nadrich 
Stephen Palitz
Roz Pepper
Irene Red
Anne Louise Rice
Natalia & Marat Rosenberg
Yael & David Rosen 
Peter & Linda Schlesinger
Harold & Lennie Schloss
Yana & Roman Shukman
Thereza Verboon
Stephen & Julie Webber 

PARTNERS (100+) 
Lori Barnett
Phylaine Bemel
Dr. Ludmila Bess
Veronika Dubrovskaya
Mike & Susan Garson
Irina & Dr. Yuri Gershman
Elizabeth Grigor
Franchesca Hecht
Mara Kashper
Sara Kinder
Esfir Lebovich
Dr. Lana Milton
Paniz Motamedi
Joanna & Ronald Odrich
Poppy Paulos
Ann Marie Pocklembo
Howard Sands
Leah Saffian
Hellena Shahrabani
Rita Sher
Marcia Sherrill
Dr. Charles & Brenda Solomon 
Peter & Elizabeth Spielman
Michael Steinfeld
Galina Stolina
Abby Suckle

Andrea Trento & Morgan Grams
May Volkman
Mark Volkov
Nicola Walter
Rosy Williams

FRIENDS & ASSOCIATES 
($75 AND UNDER)
Lidya Averbukh
Thomas Backer
Irina Berger
Wilhelmina de Boks
Irene Bowers
Susan Broussard
Yelena Bychovskaya
Alyssa Ceto 
Judith Collas
Paul Czako
Fay Dahhan
Lara Day
Judith Delafield
Kim Devane
Ekaterina Evdokimova
Alla Feldman
Leon Fine
Virginia Frazier
Kimberly Freed
Erica Galimurza
Michael Gendler
Jack & Lola Gershfeld
Alexander Goldberg
Sima Goldberg
Joan Goldfeder
Lianne Goldsmith
Rachel Gorinstein
Zafirios Gourgouliatos
Jan Charles Gray
Susan Greenberg
Erroll Hackner
Milton Hyman
Tatiana Kaltgrad
Amanda Kofsky
Shelly & Boris Komarov
Yelena Krutikova
Leah Lapidus
Marina Levin
Lynda Levy
Loida Nicolas Lewis
Chiara Mai
Negar Nasmi
Mojgan Navidbackhsh 
Margaret Peck
Stephane Prock

Ilya Ramlav
Negar Rasmi
Lida Sandera
Neal Siegel
Ilana Silverman
Lily Stern
Jill & David Straus
Angela Su
Zian Sun
Natalia & Moshe Tarakanov
Joseph Tartakovsky
Leda Tcharfas
Chiara Trento
Galina Tsoyrev
Sharon Wiener
Helen Youngblood

IN-KIND
Stefan Ashkenazy | Petit Ermitage
Severyn Ashkenazy &
Princess Irina Sayn-Wittgenstein| Host
Thomas Backer, PhD | Consultant
Blume Tonic Events | Lorenzo Munos
City of Beverly Hills 
Jenny Grigor & Boris Grinshteyn |Host
Vladi Khiterer Inc. | Legal
Semyon Losmakov | IT support
Rotary Club of Beverly Hills
Sands & Associates LLC
Harold Schloss | IT support
Flo Selfman | PR, Editing
Oleg Schramm | Piano Tuner
Thereza Verboon| Host
Anna Volkoff, CPA
WQXR-FM New York

July 2024 – October 2025
Every effort has been made to ensure

the accuracy of this list.
Any omissions are sincerely regretted.

VOLUNTEERS
We are grateful for your dedicated
support over the years and in future 
seasons!

Linda Bame  
Alla Feldman 
Esfir Lebovich 
Flo Selfman 
Galina Vaisman
Vlad Vexler

Art & Culture Community Services Department:
Patty Acuna, Matthew Brown, Stephanie Harris, Sara Scrimshaw
Mayor, Hon. Sharona R. Nazarian
Vice Mayor: John Mirish
Councilmembers: Craig A. Corman,
Lester Friedman, Mary N. Wells

The Lloyd E. Rigler - Lawrence 
E. Deutsch Foundation produces 
video recordings of iPalpiti 
concerts, featured on PBS. 

Watch iPalpitimusic channel on YouTube

 $5,000 + LAUREATE CIRCLE  
 $1,000 + BENEFACTOR
 $500 PATRON  
 $100 PARTNER
 $75 & under FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES 
 $_______________ Any amount makes an impact
 $___________ In Honor Of __________________________________________

Name  _____________________________________________________________
Email   _____________________________________________________________
Phone   ____________________________________________________________
Donation Amount $____________________

 Check (Please make checks payable to iPalpiti Artists International )
 Visa   MC   Amex1

Card# ________________________________________________ Exp Date ____
Billing Address  _____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________________ Zip Code ____________

DONATE ONLINE: www.iPalpiti.org • DETACH and MAIL this FORM

iPalpiti performances and programs have won unanimous praise around the world.
Help us to continue our commitment to talented young classical professional musicians, and to our community.
PLEASE RENEW YOUR SUPPORT. DONATE NOW.

MARY LEVIN CUTLER - a dedicated board member and cherished friend - 
HAS ANNOUNCED THAT SHE HAS INCLUDED iPALPITI IN HER TRUST 
For 28 acclaimed years, iPalpiti has focused on providing performances and retreat-style education for young 
professional musicians, culminating in a highly acclaimed annual festival in Los Angeles and tours around the world.
To further address evolving trends and the career advancement needs of the new generation of gifted musicians, 
the newly approved Strategic Plan includes the creation of a grant program to promote leadership among its alumni 
artists—over 400 musicians in 63 countries to date—by providing seed funding for educational classical music 
festivals in their communities and ensuring the continuity of young audiences.

We invite ALL our followers who believe in iPalpiti’s mission to renew your support NOW. 
PLEASE CONSIDER joining Mary in naming iPalpiti as a beneficiary in your trust or will.

Mrs. Levin Cutler with Laura and Ida Haendel, 1999.

ALUMNI festivals grow around the world:
It is rewarding to us that our alumni, following iPalpiti experience, inspired 
to start the programs in their own countries and beyond, bringing 
international artists and young musicians together, and referring themselves 
“working with a younger generation.”

SEVAK AVANESYAN,  Cellist/Belgium-Armenia
Kapan Festival in Armenia, now in its 3rd VERY successful season

JUAN-MIGUEL HERNANDEZ, Violist/Canada
Festival Del Lago, Mexico

FRANCISCO VILA, Cellist/Ecuador-USA
International Music Festival of Esmeraldas in Ecuador (2015), now in its 
successful 10th season.

SAMI MERDINIAN, violinist /Argentina & RAJ DHARAMRAJ, cellist/USA
New Docta festival, Argentina newdocta.org

PAVEL ŠPORCL, Violinist/Czech Republic
Stars Over Vltava international festival and Sporcl Summer Academy 
(Prague & beyond)
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Yury Revich

Canadian violist

Juan-Miguel Hernandez
Ecuadorian cellist

Francisco Vila

Russian-USA pianist 

Svetlana Smolina

Programs/Schedule/Tickets: www.ipalpiti.org  / 310.205.0511

Beverly Hills Festival-in-residence since 1998.
THANK YOU TO THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS FOR THE CONTINUING SUPPORT

The opening of the iPalpiti Festival at Greystone Mansion in Beverly 
Hills brought together friends and supporters for an elegant dinner on 
the terrace with breathtaking views, followed by a spectacular concert 
inside the mansion, featuring our Stellar Alumni. 

ALEXANDER BOLDACHEV, Harp/Switzerland
In between his international tours - from 
USA to Oman to Japan to Mexico, covering 
all Europe – Alexander is a dedicated 
teacher. He has led workshops at more than 
50 universities, served as visiting professor 
at the Royal Academy of Music in London, 
Milan Conservatory, and artist-in-residence at 
UCLA (University of California, Los Angeles). 
Appointed to the harp faculty at the Azusa 
Pacific University starting January 2026, in 
October, Alexander opened Los Angeles 
Harp Center https://www.harpcenterla.com/           

      
Alexanderboldachev.com

PROJECT: iPALPITI LEGACY
iPalpiti amassed a vast archival collection of recordings 
and media assets (in addition to the 29 released albums 
and hundreds of public videos). On the initiative and under 
the supervision of iPalpiti’ Chairman Mikhail Gershfeld, 
CalPoly Pomona Computer Science students and their 
advisor, Professor Fatemeh Jamshidi, are collaborating with 
iPalpiti on the development of a custom software platform 
designed to digitize, organize, archive, and preserve our 
artistic treasure. Code-named iPalpiti Legacy, the platform 
will serve as a cultural memory bank, while enabling secure 
licensing for educational, broadcast, and creative use. 
Once completed, the project may also open new revenue 
streams to help sustain iPalpiti’s mission.

MUSIC TALES FROM AROUND THE WORLD
A perfect engaging and 
educational gift for a 4-12-year-
old. Turn story time into a 
musical adventure! These 
interactive books let little ones 
explore timeless tales while 
beautiful orchestral sounds 
play at the press of a button, 
bringing each story to life.10% 
of all book sales will be donated to iPalpiti 
Buy at https://ipalpiti.org/contribute/  
or https://www.musictalespress.com/shop 

The Team L-R: Keita Katsumi, Chairman Mikhail Gershfeld, 
Elena Hernandez, Prof. Fatemeh Jamshidi, Jay Wageni.



iPalpiti Artists International is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. EIN 95-4618040

HONORARY PRESIDENTS
Ida Haendel, CBE†

Eduard Schmieder

Lord Yehudi Menuhin,
Founding Member, In Memoriam

ARTISTIC ADVISORS
Vladimir Ashkenazy
Julius Berger
Yefim Bronfman 
Karina Canellakis
Martin Chalifour
Lynn Harrell†
Gary Karr†
Gidon Kremer
Cho-Liang Lin
Wynton Marsalis
Igor Oistrakh†

Menachem Pressler†
Vadim Repin
Ruggiero Ricci†
Angel Romero
Kian Soltani

DIRECTOR
Laura Schmieder

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mikhail Gershfeld, Chairman
James Gilliam
Ada Sands, Vice Chair
Mary Levin Cutler, 

Founding Chairman
Stefan Ashkenazy
Lauren Dani
Theodore Bikel†

ADVISORY BOARD
Thomas Backer, Ph.D
Ariane David, PhD
Jim Eninger
Monte M. Lemann II, Esq.
Wanda Presburger, 
 Community Liaison 
Harold Schloss,
The Schloss Group of Merrill Lynch
Jonathan Steinberg, 
                   Chairman Emeritus
Anna Volkoff, CPA
Hon. Zev Yaroslavsky

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL
DIRECTORS, INT’L COMPETITIONS
Kaija Saariketu, Finland
Count Yvan de Launoit, Belgium
Agnes Maria Schilling, Germany
Mihai Constantinescu, Romania

†deceased

1125 N. Fairfax Avenue
POB 462117 
West Hollywood, CA 90046-9998
Tel: 310.205.0511
Email: info@iPalpiti.org
www.iPalpiti.org
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Dear Friends and Music Aficionados: 

A full-packed weekend of concerts/events in July was another seasonal celebration and a gift to 
our community!  From the historic Greystone Mansion to the hip roof-top at Petit Ermitage and 
Finale Concert at the Municipal Gallery at the City Hall of Beverly Hills, our Stellar Alumni wowed 
the audiences, dedicated and new. In this 28th season, featured alumni were Austrian violinist Yury 
Revich, Canadian violist Juan-Miguel Hernandez, Ecuadorian cellist Francisco Vila, and American-
Russian pianist Svetlana Smolina. Our new find, flutist Nikka Gershman, was a star in Mozart’s 
Flute Quartet. The audiences were treated to “freshly prepared” selections, from Yury’s own 
compositions to Martinů’s violin/viola duo to Brahms’ piano quartet. 

In 2023, after 25 seasons of local and international accolades, naming the festival “…one of the 

highlights — in some years, THE highlight — of the summer here,” iPalpiti festival transitioned 
into biennial production. Presenting interim mini-festivals allows the organization to focus on 
grants and awards to the artists, catalogue and digitize massive historical recordings and materials, 
special artistic projects, and allowing iPalpiti’s Maestro Eduard Schmieder to take on other summer 
engagements.

We are proud of our alumni – over 400 in 63 countries to date – becoming leading soloists, 
concertmasters, orchestral and chamber players around the world, carrying the continuity of the 
great traditions of classical music along the mission of Love, Humanity, and PEACE. Deep ties have 
been forged, spanning nations; new festivals and celebrations around the world have been born, 
spreading the spirit of iPalpiti around the globe.

From the audience:  “…We greatly admire what you and Eduard have accomplished through the 

years with iPalpiti. It is a true gift to the world…”

Even if you were not able to attend in person, browse iPalpiti.org to check 
Festival’s interactive brochures, find something new on YouTube iPalpitimusic. 

Your support will be greatly appreciated — ipalpiti.org/contribute/

BENEFACTORS SERIES: 
Thursday, March 12, 2026 7:30PM
Nikka Gershman, flute
Private Residence, Beverly Hills

Saturday, March 21, 2026 4:00PM
Trio iPalpiti: Davide De Ascaniis, violin
Francisco Vila, cello   Svetlana Smolina, piano
Elsewhere Topanga/ Great Hall

MUSIC IN THE MANSION 
Sunday, March 22, 2026 
2PM Nikka Gershman, flute / Vivian Fan, piano
4PM Trio iPalpiti
Greystone Mansion / Beverly Hills

iPalpiti RETREAT 
June 15-25, 2026, Czech Republic

In collaboration with alumnus Pavel Šporcl’ national 
festival Stars Over Vltava, iPalpiti alumni and the 
“new finds” will stay together on the sprawling estate 
of the Chateau Cihelny https://chateaucihelny.cz/en/, 

making music with Maestro Eduard Schmieder, 
explore chamber ensembles, enjoy nature, spas, 
network sessions, catching up on friendships. With 
spontaneous ensemble and solo mini performances 
in the Chateau gallery, iPalpiti orchestra concerts will 
take place in the nearby famous thermal spa cities of 
Marienbad (June 21) and Carlsbad (June 23).
iPalpiti Board & Patrons are INVITED!
RUSH to reserve limited suites at the Chateau! 
Questions: info@ipalpiti.org or 310.205.0511

…& more as announced

*All private events are by invitation only.
Inquire at info@ipalpiti.org or call: 310.205.0511
Visit iPalpiti.org for Invitations/RSVP/Host locations

UPCOMING:
ANNUAL APPRECIATION PARTY*
Saturday, December 13, 2025 
Once a Year NO AGENDA for Board Members, 
Benefactors, Volunteers. Hollywood Hills.

Continued...FESTIVAL MEMENTOS

Cheer the Holidays and the new 2026 with iPalpitimusic on 
YouTube ipalpiti.org/Contribute/donate-now

Rooftop,  Petit Ermitage: Post Festival Czech superstar violinist Pavel Šporcl toured US in 
September featuring his new “Rebel with BlueViolin” album.
Few exclusive performances in LA included the unique rooftop of Petit 
Ermitage and the Brentwood estate of generous hosts Joyce & Aubrey 
Chernick. 
Pavel was featured as soloist with iPalpiti orchestra from 2000 - 2022 on 
the stages at the Ford Amphiteatre, Walt Disney Concert Hall, LACMA’s 
Bing Theater, and Saban Theater. Watch his performances with iPalpiti 
orchestra under Maestro Eduard Schmieder at iPalpitimusic YouTube.

Municipal Gallery

At Vice Chair Ada Sands

Pre-Festival Events: 
Ladies Night an annual pre-fest 
at Schmieder’s home featured 
Svetlana, an “outstanding pia-
nist with a luxuriant tone” (LA 
Times). 

Maestro Schmieder, the only 
gentleman of the evening, 
played a surprise tribute to the 
ladies.

Post-concert reception donated by 
Blume Tonics / Sebastian Rosero &   
Lorenzo Munoz

Svetlana Smolina, festival featured artist

29th season
Festival: 
July 19-27
2026

With pianist Evangeliya Delizonas  

Welcome: new Benefactors Dr. Guita Balakhane, 
Dr. Daniel and Nava Danovich, Ron Ozur with Pavel 
and iPalpiti Chairman M. Gershfeld

(L-R) De Marchena-Huyke Fndn/David Niemetz & Noriko, 
Czech Consul General with Pavel, Hosts Aubrey & Joyce 
Chernick, Chairman Gershfeld, Anna Volkoff

(L-R) Maestro Schmieder, Monte Lemann, Joyce Chernick, CC Lemann, Ada Sands, 
Derek Greeff, Svetlana, Howard Sands, Noriko Tachibana, David Niemetz, Aubrey Chernick

Joey Karz
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Dear Friends and Music Aficionados: 

A full-packed weekend of concerts/events in July was another seasonal celebration and a gift to 
our community!  From the historic Greystone Mansion to the hip roof-top at Petit Ermitage and 
Finale Concert at the Municipal Gallery at the City Hall of Beverly Hills, our Stellar Alumni wowed 
the audiences, dedicated and new. In this 28th season, featured alumni were Austrian violinist Yury 
Revich, Canadian violist Juan-Miguel Hernandez, Ecuadorian cellist Francisco Vila, and American-
Russian pianist Svetlana Smolina. Our new find, flutist Nikka Gershman, was a star in Mozart’s 
Flute Quartet. The audiences were treated to “freshly prepared” selections, from Yury’s own 
compositions to Martinů’s violin/viola duo to Brahms’ piano quartet. 

In 2023, after 25 seasons of local and international accolades, naming the festival “…one of the 

highlights — in some years, THE highlight — of the summer here,” iPalpiti festival transitioned 
into biennial production. Presenting interim mini-festivals allows the organization to focus on 
grants and awards to the artists, catalogue and digitize massive historical recordings and materials, 
special artistic projects, and allowing iPalpiti’s Maestro Eduard Schmieder to take on other summer 
engagements.

We are proud of our alumni – over 400 in 63 countries to date – becoming leading soloists, 
concertmasters, orchestral and chamber players around the world, carrying the continuity of the 
great traditions of classical music along the mission of Love, Humanity, and PEACE. Deep ties have 
been forged, spanning nations; new festivals and celebrations around the world have been born, 
spreading the spirit of iPalpiti around the globe.

From the audience:  “…We greatly admire what you and Eduard have accomplished through the 

years with iPalpiti. It is a true gift to the world…”

Even if you were not able to attend in person, browse iPalpiti.org to check 
Festival’s interactive brochures, find something new on YouTube iPalpitimusic. 

Your support will be greatly appreciated — ipalpiti.org/contribute/

BENEFACTORS SERIES: 
Thursday, March 12, 2026 7:30PM
Nikka Gershman, flute
Private Residence, Beverly Hills

Saturday, March 21, 2026 4:00PM
Trio iPalpiti: Davide De Ascaniis, violin
Francisco Vila, cello   Svetlana Smolina, piano
Elsewhere Topanga/ Great Hall

MUSIC IN THE MANSION 
Sunday, March 22, 2026 
2PM Nikka Gershman, flute / Vivian Fan, piano
4PM Trio iPalpiti
Greystone Mansion / Beverly Hills

iPalpiti RETREAT 
June 15-25, 2026, Czech Republic

In collaboration with alumnus Pavel Šporcl’ national 
festival Stars Over Vltava, iPalpiti alumni and the 
“new finds” will stay together on the sprawling estate 
of the Chateau Cihelny https://chateaucihelny.cz/en/, 

making music with Maestro Eduard Schmieder, 
explore chamber ensembles, enjoy nature, spas, 
network sessions, catching up on friendships. With 
spontaneous ensemble and solo mini performances 
in the Chateau gallery, iPalpiti orchestra concerts will 
take place in the nearby famous thermal spa cities of 
Marienbad (June 21) and Carlsbad (June 23).
iPalpiti Board & Patrons are INVITED!
RUSH to reserve limited suites at the Chateau! 
Questions: info@ipalpiti.org or 310.205.0511

…& more as announced

*All private events are by invitation only.
Inquire at info@ipalpiti.org or call: 310.205.0511
Visit iPalpiti.org for Invitations/RSVP/Host locations

UPCOMING:
ANNUAL APPRECIATION PARTY*
Saturday, December 13, 2025 
Once a Year NO AGENDA for Board Members, 
Benefactors, Volunteers. Hollywood Hills.

Continued...FESTIVAL MEMENTOS

Cheer the Holidays and the new 2026 with iPalpitimusic on 
YouTube ipalpiti.org/Contribute/donate-now

Rooftop,  Petit Ermitage: Post Festival Czech superstar violinist Pavel Šporcl toured US in 
September featuring his new “Rebel with BlueViolin” album.
Few exclusive performances in LA included the unique rooftop of Petit 
Ermitage and the Brentwood estate of generous hosts Joyce & Aubrey 
Chernick. 
Pavel was featured as soloist with iPalpiti orchestra from 2000 - 2022 on 
the stages at the Ford Amphiteatre, Walt Disney Concert Hall, LACMA’s 
Bing Theater, and Saban Theater. Watch his performances with iPalpiti 
orchestra under Maestro Eduard Schmieder at iPalpitimusic YouTube.

Municipal Gallery

At Vice Chair Ada Sands

Pre-Festival Events: 
Ladies Night an annual pre-fest 
at Schmieder’s home featured 
Svetlana, an “outstanding pia-
nist with a luxuriant tone” (LA 
Times). 

Maestro Schmieder, the only 
gentleman of the evening, 
played a surprise tribute to the 
ladies.

Post-concert reception donated by 
Blume Tonics / Sebastian Rosero &   
Lorenzo Munoz

Svetlana Smolina, festival featured artist

29th season
Festival: 
July 19-27
2026

With pianist Evangeliya Delizonas  

Welcome: new Benefactors Dr. Guita Balakhane, 
Dr. Daniel and Nava Danovich, Ron Ozur with Pavel 
and iPalpiti Chairman M. Gershfeld

(L-R) De Marchena-Huyke Fndn/David Niemetz & Noriko, 
Czech Consul General with Pavel, Hosts Aubrey & Joyce 
Chernick, Chairman Gershfeld, Anna Volkoff

(L-R) Maestro Schmieder, Monte Lemann, Joyce Chernick, CC Lemann, Ada Sands, 
Derek Greeff, Svetlana, Howard Sands, Noriko Tachibana, David Niemetz, Aubrey Chernick


